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I have always felt that New Mexico is just about perfect, 
but one of the few things we have generally lacked is 
fireflies. Historical documents recorded their presence 
here a century or more ago, but there are so few around 
today that most of us have never encountered one here. 

So I was fascinated to read reports last month that a 
potentially new species of firefly had been discovered 
along the river in Chimayo, NM.  

The “Rio Grande flasher” was spotted in Los Potreros 
open space, a 40-acre property at the confluence of the 
Rio Quemado and Rio Santa Cruz. The land was ac-
quired by Santa Fe County about 20 years ago for open 
space and public use, and in recent years, it has been 
the subject of community-based restoration efforts, 
which have included the removal of cattle and the rein-
troduction of beavers. 

It turns out that the fireflies need beavers to create 
standing water in which they can thrive and reproduce, 
and they cannot coexist with cattle that compact the 
soil along their waterways. When the cattle were fenced 
out, and the beavers restored, the fireflies returned. 

Now the New Mexico BioPark is working with the 
Western Firefly Project to track and record sightings 
of fireflies here, as well as in Colorado, Idaho, Nevada, 
Utah, and Wyoming. (To learn more or report a sight-
ing, visit their website.)

The Rio Grande flasher joins a host of other species 
who have reemerged, from near extinction or believed 
extinction, once we made space and suitable conditions 
for them. The resilience of the natural world is a form 
of grace, as we have experienced in so much of AWF’s 
restoration work; ecosystems are capable of a remark-
able degree of healing, even after we have carelessly 
done them great harm. 

I am excited to take a walk along the river in Chimayo 
some evening at dusk and witness the first fireflies I 
have ever seen in New Mexico. I am even more excited 
to discover what other creatures may be out there, wait-
ing for us to remember how to care for the land again.

The Flickering Hope of the Rio Grande Flasher
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SEPTEMBER 9-11, 2022 SERVICE PROJECT: Gallinas Canyon

LOCATION: Gallinas Canyon, near Las Vegas, NM

THE PROJECT: For this project, AWF is partnering with the Hermit’s 
Peak Watershed Alliance to assist a landowner in the Gallinas Canyon 
whose property was burned in the Hermit’s Peak-Calf Canyon Fire. We 
will be seeding, mulching, and building log structures to help mitigate ero-
sion and speed the recovery of vegetation. We will be camping on the prop-
erty near the worksite.

SCHEDULE: Friday, September 9 – Sunday, September 11
Volunteers do not need to be present for the entire weekend to participate. 
You are welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or camp for just 
one of the two nights.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping and resto-
ration work, including work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy 
boots, and sunscreen. We recommend bringing clothes you don’t mind get-
ting very dirty, as well as a change of shoes and waterproof boots or boots 
you don’t mind getting wet and muddy. Rain gear, layers, warm clothes for 
the evenings, and plenty of water are essential.
 
FOOD: AWF will provide coffee and breakfast burritos on Saturday morn-
ing and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to 
share for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday 
dinner, Sunday breakfast, plate, cup, and eating utensils and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Email Kristina at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

2022 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR
March 5 & 6..............Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge
April 1-3.....................Ft. Union Ranch
April 22-24.................Red Canyon Reserve
June 10-12..................Gutierrez Family Ranch
July 22-24...................San Ignacio Post-Fire Response
August 12-14...............Ft. Union Ranch 
September 2-5.............Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
September 9-11...........Gallinas Canyon Post-Fire Response
September 23-25.........Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM 
October 7-9................Cebolla Canyon
October 28-30.............Rolling Hills Ranch 
November 5................Day project at Cedro Creek

AWF BOARD 2022
OFFICERS
President – Cameron Weber
Vice President – Phil Carter
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Kristina G. Fisher

DIRECTORS
Lia Griesser
Rachel Moore
Toby Rosenblatt
Barbara Rosensimon
Paul Ross
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Hamish Thomson
Bob Tilley
Mara Yarbrough
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus
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SEPTEMBER 23-25, 2022 SERVICE PROJECT: Midnight Meadows

LOCATION: Midnight Meadows in the Carson National Forest

THE PROJECT: Midnight Meadows is one of the “wetland jewels” that 
our partner group Amigos Bravos has identified as needing special protec-
tions and restoration priority in the Carson National Forest. During this 
year’s project, we will be building log structures to help hold water on the 
landscape and grow wetland vegetation.

SCHEDULE: Friday, September 23 – Sunday, September 25
Volunteers do not need to be present for the entire weekend to participate. 
You are welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or camp for just 
one of the two nights.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping and resto-
ration work, including work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy 
boots, and sunscreen. We will be camping at an altitude of over 10,000 
feet, so bring plenty of layers and warm clothes. We may be working in wet 
areas so we recommend bringing a change of shoes, and waterproof boots 
or boots you don’t mind getting wet. Plenty of water is always essential.
 
FOOD: AWF will provide coffee and breakfast burritos on Saturday morn-
ing and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to 
share for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday 
dinner, Sunday breakfast, plate, cup, and eating utensils and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Email Kristina at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.
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OCTOBER 7-9, 2022 SERVICE PROJECT: Cebolla Canyon

LOCATION: Cebolla Canyon in the El Malpais National Conservation 
Area, south of Grants, NM

THE PROJECT: Our work will focus on hand-building rock structures 
designed to allow water to infiltrate more gradually into the landscape and 
prevent down-cutting and gully formation. AWF has organized restora-
tion projects at Cebolla Canyon for more than two decades, and our work 
has successfully expanded the size of the wetlands around Cebolla Spring 
from  acres to over 40, providing critical wildlife habitat in an arid region.

SCHEDULE: Friday, October 7 - Sunday, October 9
Volunteers do not need to be present for the entire weekend to participate. 
You are welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or camp for 
just one of the two nights.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping, including 
warm clothes for the chilly evenings. For the work, don’t forget gloves, 
hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, sunglasses, and sunscreen. 

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and 
bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring something to 
share for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Fri-
day dinner, and Sunday breakfast. Plenty of water is also essential!

TO SIGN UP: Email Scial at rioscial@gmail.com 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.
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RECAP OF AUGUST 12-14, 2022 PROJECT: FT. UNION

When our August project at Midnight Meadows was cancelled at the last 
minute due to weather concerns, we were grateful that Ft. Union Ranch 
could accommodate a rapid rescheduling of our project there that was can-
celled back in May due to the nearby fires (it has been quite an eventful 
weather year!). 

In partnership with our friends from the Hermit’s Peak Watershed Alliance, 
AWF volunteers continued our ongoing restoration work in Higgins Can-
yon, completing eight new rock restoration structures in the lower section 
of the canyon. These structures will slow the flow of water and capture sedi-
ment to gradually raise the streambed and help heal the gully that formed as 
a result of heavy wagon traffic between Ft. Union and Mora back when the 
fort was active in the mid-1800s. 

It was a pleasure to cool off in the swimming pond at the Marshall Ranch 
House after the work day was done! We look forward to continuing our 
partnership with the Ft. Union ranch in the years ahead.  

Thanks, Volunteers!
Abe Aufdermauer
Lyle Aufdermauer

Devin Adams
Peter Callen
Phil Carter 

Steve Del Favero
Candace Duran

Russ Duran
Marie Gonzales
Meagan Larsen

Cathy Lawrie
Mary Maulsby

Josh Miner
Shannon Pepper

Shantini Ramakrishnan
Toby Rosenblatt

Paul Ross
Scial

Cat Shank
Hamish Thomson
Cameron Weber

Bill Zeedyk
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RECAP OF SEPTEMBER 2-4, 2022 PROJECT: LIMESTONE CANYON

AWF returned to Limestone Canyon in the San Mateo Mountains over 
Labor Day weekend, and in the wake of the eighth wettest monsoon on 
record, the canyon was as green and lush as we’ve ever seen it. 

Both Limestone Creek and Fisher Canyon were flowing steadily, and pools 
several feet deep had formed below several of our structures. Some struc-
tures had breached on one side or another following last summer’s heavy 
flood event, but most were still functioning well. We saw evidence of de-
bris flows across the meadow where the young narrowleaf cottonwoods 
are thriving, and it was clear that Limestone Creek has reconnected with 
its floodplain along much of the section we have been restoring over the 
past 15 years. The diversity of grasses and wildflowers was stunning to see, 
along with horned toads, snakes, bats, owls, and more. 

The response that we see to our work every year in Limestone Canyon al-
ways inspires us to continue. So volunteers repaired some of the structures 
that had washed out, and built a series of new ones downstream from the 
road. This was our first year partnering with New Mexico Volunteers for the 
Outdoors on this project, and we were excited to welcome several of their 
members to Limestone Canyon and introduce them to this restoration work. 
We hope they will join us again at future projects, in Limestone and beyond!

Thanks, Volunteers!
Devin Adams 

Abraham Aufdermauer 
Braden Belliveau
Shawn Blaisdell

Evelyn Byrd
Juliana Byrd
Peter Callen
Phil Carter

Steven del Favero
Cavin Elsaesser

Kristina G. Fisher
Roderick Flores 

Marie A. Gonzales 
Finn Gregor

Christopher Keller 
Laurie Marnell
Sharon Miles

Dan Potter 
Toby Rosenblatt

Barbara Rosensimon
Scial

Marilynn Szydlowski
Hamish Thomson

Cameron Weber



ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
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Analysis of Fall 2020 Bird Mortality Event
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 7:00-8:00 p.m., online
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER
After a large avian mortality event occurred in New Mexico in the fall of 2020, an analysis was performed 
using 11 years of fall bird banding data at two locations in north-central New Mexico to investigate the influ-
ence of drought on avian health. Hear from biologist Jenna Stanek about these findings, and what they mean 
in terms of climate change in our region. For more info: https://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=42041

Erosion Control at the Tedford Farm
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m., La Puebla, NM
QUIVIRA COALITION
The Quivira Coalition’s Carbon Ranch Initiative has built rock rundowns on five ranches across New Mexico, 
with treatments of compost, mulch, and a native grass mixture to measure and compare the impacts of the 
treatments. At this workshop, participants will see what structures and test plots look like about a year after 
the initial treatment, learn to make structures, and collect the first year’s soil health data. 
To sign up: https://quiviracoalition.org/events/tedford-farm/

Wild & Scenic Film Festival On Tour
FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 16, 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m., Santa Fe, NM
SANTA FE WATERSHED ASSOCIATION
Don’t miss this hybrid event: gather in-person in the brand-new Randall Davey Audu-
bon Center Pavilion in Santa Fe, or join virtually from anywhere. Film sessions will 
include hopeful examples of environmental advocacy and restoration, and promise 
to give practical steps anyone can take for the environment. Hear the new Executive 
Director’s vision for the Santa Fe Watershed. Closer to the event, updates and ticket 
information will be in the SFWA email newsletter ‘Watershedders’ (you can sign up at 
santafewatershed.org), and at: santafewatershed.org/wild-scenic-film-festival-2022

Drought and Climate Impact on American Pika in New Mexico
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 7:00-8:00 p.m., online
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER
Areas near Los Alamos have some of the lowest-elevation populations of American pikas. This presentation 
will use data from 2016-2021 and from nearly 600 surveyed sites to investigate how drought and climate 
change are impacting pikas. For more info: https://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=42841

Hold it High: Stream and Wetland Restoration Benefits in New Mexico
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 10:00-11:00 a.m., online via zoom
NATURE CONSERVANCY
Join The Nature Conservancy (TNC) in New Mexico for this virtual event, which will highlight the important con-
nection between resilient wetlands and riparian habitat, and the ecosystem services they provide for animal 
and human communities. Learn how Rio Grande Water Fund partners are working to increase the pace and 
scale of riparian, wetland, and aquatic ecosystem restoration in northern New Mexico. Featured speakers are: 
Kai-t Bluesky, Santa Fe Indian School and Cochiti Pueblo; Rachel Conn, Deputy Director, Amigos Bravos; and 
Reed Wittlesey, Restoration Director, Rio Grande Return. To register to attend: 
https://www.nature.org/en-us/get-involved/how-to-help/volunteer-and-attend-events/find-local-events-and-
opportunities/new-mexico-stream-and-wetland-restoration-benefits-lecture/

http://www.santafewatershed.org/wild-scenic-film-festival-2022/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/get-involved/how-to-help/volunteer-and-attend-events/find-local-events-and-opportunities/new-mexico-stream-and-wetland-restoration-benefits-lecture/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/get-involved/how-to-help/volunteer-and-attend-events/find-local-events-and-opportunities/new-mexico-stream-and-wetland-restoration-benefits-lecture/


AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student  ___________
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


