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The Fate of Wild Creatures in Court
This week, confirmation hearings are beginning for Brett
Kavanaugh, whom President Trump has nominated for a
lifetime appointment on the U.S. Supreme Court.
Courts have sometimes been the last resort for species
on the brink of extinction. In 1978, just five years after
the passage of the Endangered Species Act, the Supreme
Court ruled 6-3 that the Act prohibited the completion of
a dam that would lead to the extinction of the snail darter.
The court has also disappointed by failing to protect species, especially in recent years. In 2009, for example, the
Supreme Court allowed Navy sonar exercises to continue
despite evidence that they caused serious injury and death
among whales and other marine mammals.
Kavanaugh appears likely to continue this trend of weakening protections for species. As an appeals court judge,
he has frequently ruled against laws protecting the environment, from his decision that the EPA could not regulate air pollution that crossed state lines to his dissent
from a decision upholding the EPA’s power to prevent a
mountaintop removal mining company from dumping
waste into West Virginia’s rivers.
According to an analysis by William Snape, senior counsel
for the Center for Biological Diversity, of the 18 significant, species-related lawsuits that Kavanaugh has heard
during his time on the court of appeals, he ruled against
protections in 17 of them, about 95 percent of the time.
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When the Supreme Court begins its term this October,
one of the first cases it will hear is Weyerhaeuser v. U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, which concerns the fate of the
endangered dusky gopher frog. About 100 of these frogs
remain alive in the wild, and the Weyerhaeuser timber
company is challenging the Fish and Wildlife Service’s decision to designate about 1,500 acres of land in Louisiana
as habitat critical to the frog’s survival.
If Kavanaugh is confirmed, he’ll likely provide the fifth
vote against the dusky gopher frog, making it harder to
save this and other species from extinction.
Although endangered species and the environment are
lower profile than most of the issues that will be argued
about during Kavanaugh’s confirmation, from reproductive rights to executive power, our ability to protect the
wild creatures and wild places that we love are also at risk
as the balance of power on the court shifts.
Both Senator Heinrich and Senator Udall have pledged
to vote against Kavanaugh’s nomination on behalf of New
Mexicans. You can send them a message thanking them,
and encouraging them to keep fighting for judges who will
uphold our right to protect the environment.

Kristina G. Fish er
AW F President
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SEPTEMBER 13, 2018 MEETING: Reforestation in a Changing Climate
Thursday, September 13, 2018, 7:30 pm
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House
1600 5th Street Northwest
Topic: Post-Fire Reforestation in a Changing Climate
At this month’s meeting, Professor Matthew Hurteau of UNM will discuss
the science behind forest ecology and wildfire and the project he is currently working on with the Earth Systems Ecology Lab to study reforestation
in the Jemez after recent severe wildfires. About 2,000 pine and Douglas
fir seedlings have been planted in different microclimates within the Las
Conchas burn scar. Matthew and his students are now tracking which ones
survive in order to advise land managers and policymakers how best to respond in the wake of wildfires, and where we might best be able to sustain
forests in the drier and hotter conditions of a changing climate.

Speaker: Matthew Hurteau
Matthew Hurteau is an Associate Professor in the Department of Biology at
the University of New Mexico. He earned a BS in Forestry from Northern
Arizona University and a PhD in Ecology from the University of California, Davis. Matthew’s research focus is on climate change mitigation and
adaptation in forest systems. He is particularly interested in coupled natural and human systems, quantifying feedbacks between these systems, and
providing a policy-relevant context for science.

Directions to the Meeting:
The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th and
Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.
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RECAP OF AUGUST 10-12, 2018 RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECT

Thanks, Volu nteers!
Braden Belliveau
Stephen Bohannon
Phil Carter
Elliot Conn
Rachel Conn
Silas Conn
Sonya Luz Costanza
Erica Davis
Michael Dax
Dave Dobry
Candace Duran
Russ Duran
Kristina G. Fisher
Sage Foretella
Jamie Head
Jock Jacober
Laurie Marnell
Cliff Mendel
Joyce Mendel
Kaitlyn Meissner
Dennis Muirhead
Glenda Muirhead
Mary Parsaca
Toby Rosenblatt
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Erik Schlenker-Goodrich
Marilynn Szydlowski
Hamish Thomson
Mark Torres
Don Torritos
Cameron Weber
Rob Wiley
Kristin Van Fleet
Steve Vrooman
Mara Yarborough
Ulysses Yarborough

Last month a great group of volunteers returned to Midnight Meadows
high in the Carson National Forest to build the first round of rock restoration structures in the stream channel cutting through this alpine wetland
that feeds the Red River.

In partnership with Amigos Bravos and Defenders of Wildlife (which generously provided lunch on Saturday), we built a series of structures ranging
from sizeable Zuni bowls to small rock rundowns. Volunteers also repaired
the exclosures we had constructed over the past several years to keep cattle
out of the riparian area where our efforts are focused. By improving the
health of this “wetland gem,” we will improve water quality and fish habitat
downstream.
By the end of the weekend, 35 structures had been completed! We look
forward to returning next summer to see how the work we did this year
has begun to heal these fragile wetlands, and to build on what we have accomplished so far.
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RECAP OF AUG31-SEPT 3, 2018 RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECT

Thanks, Volu nteers!
Braden Belliveau
Stephen Bohannon
Peter Callen
Phil Carter
Kristina G. Fisher
Jamie Head
Laurie Marnell
Dennis Muirhead
Glenda Muirhead
Toby Rosenblatt
Barbara Rosensimon
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Marilynn Szydlowski
Hamish Thomson
Bob Tilley
Kristin Van Fleet
Jim Wilson

A small but hardy band of volunteers came out for this year’s project in
Limestone Canyon, an area that AWF has been working steadily to improve since 2007.

In one of AWF’s first ever “rain delays,” we spent Saturday morning sheltering at camp while it rained steadily from just after 6:00 a.m. until nearly
noon! Once the storm let up, we made our way up the canyon to the meadow where narrowleaf cottonwood seedlings began sprouting about five
years ago, thanks to AWF’s work reconnecting the stream with its floodplain and holding more water in the meadow. Starting in 2014, AWF volunteers have built a series of exclosures to protect these young trees from
overgrazing by elk and cattle, and two of the cottonwoods inside them have
grown from less than a foot in height to over four feet tall.
During this project, we built two more exclosures around new tree sprouts
and documented many new cottonwoods coming up in the streambed
around our rock structures. We also added to several of those existing rock
structures and documented all of the work we could find from past years: a
total of 62 one-rock dams, Zuni bowls, and rock rundowns. No rain could
dampen our spirits as we observed how healthy the meadows are looking and reflected on everything that AWF has accomplished in this special
place over the past decade. We’ll be back next year!
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EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Rise at the Rio for Climate, Water, Jobs and Justice

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2018, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
1625 4th St SW, Albuquerque, NM 87102
Join communities across the nation to Rise for the Climate, Water, Jobs & Justice. Gather at the Rio Grande at Bridge on the Southeast corner (at 4th St) to honor the waters
that sustain us, then march to Dolores Huerta Park for a Climate Action Fair where you
can register to vote, hear speakers, take action on Chaco and other urgent climate issues, and learn more about the issues and what you can do.
More info: https://www.facebook.com/events/194741738060047/

San Gregorio Reservoir Clean-Up

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2018, 9:00 a.m.
NEW MEXICO WILDERNESS ALLIANCE
Join NM Wild’s Wilderness Rangers for a day of outdoor fun in the San Pedro Parks Wilderness. The day will start with a easy 1-mile hike to the San Gregorio Reservior where
you will help clean up the area and remove illegal campsites. Snacks will be provided but
please bring your own water and lunch. Volunteers will meet at the parking lot for the San Gregorio Reservior
at 9 am. Take NM SH 126 to FR 70 to Trailhead. Contact Zack Bumgarner, zack@nmwild.org, to RSVP. More info:
http://nmwild.org/events-outings/132-volunteers-needed-san-gregorio-clean-up?date=2018-09-08-09-00

14th Annual Gila River Festival

SEPTEMBER 20-23, 2018
GILA CONSERVATION COALITION
The Gila Conservation Coalition hosts the 14th annual Gila River Festival
“Celebrating 50 Years of Wild & Scenic Rivers” September 20-23, 2018 in
Silver City, NM, the Gila National Forest and along the Gila River. During
the festival, we will celebrate the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and explore
long-term protection of the Gila River through Wild and Scenic River designation. The festival features field
trips, presentations, dancing, and events for the whole family.
For more info: https://www.gilariverfestival.org/

Second Annual Rally for the Rio

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 12:00-6:00 p.m.
AMIGOS BRAVOS, Meet on the Rio Grande at the County Line Public Access Point
Amigos Bravos is hosting its second annual Rally on the Rio! Admission is free for
members, $10 for non-members. Local food vendors, performances by local bands,
raffle drawings, kids activities, and free river floats for Amigos Bravos members.
For more info: https://amigosbravos.org/spotlight/view/105

Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!
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EVENTS CONTINUED
“Build Your Refuge” Trail-Building Day at Valle de Oro

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2018, 10:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.
Help build the first trail on the refuge (training and tools provided), share ideas for education and interpretative programs, and contribute to the design of the visitor center. Also enjoy kid friendly activities, refuge tours,
food trucks, live music and free augas frescas. Come be a proud part of your community and help Valle de Oro
National Wildlife Refuge grow! For more info: https://www.facebook.com/events/2219668834979098/

Quivira Coalition Land Health Workshops in Southern Colorado

SEPTEMBER 6-7; SEPTEMBER 15, and OCTOBER 2
The Quivira Coalition is hosting three land health workshops at San Juan Ranch,
Badger Creek Ranch, and Music Meadows Ranch in southern Colorado.
More info at: https://quiviracoalition.org/workshops/

2018 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

AWF BOARD 2018

March 17................Day project at Valle de Oro

OFFICERS
President – Kristina G. Fisher
Vice President – Cameron Weber
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Toby Rosenblatt

April 6-8.................Wolf Creek, Ft. Union, NM
May 4-6..................Red Canyon Reserve
May 18-20...............Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
June 22-24..............Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM
August 10-12...........Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM
Aug 31-Sept 2..........Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
October 20.............Day project at Cedro Creek

DIRECTORS
Braden Belliveau
Stephen Bohannon
Phil Carter
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Bob Tilley
Kristin Van Fleet
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus

JOIN US!

Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation
The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.
Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members.
If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by
becoming a member or renewing your membership.

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154
r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!

r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________
address:___________________________________________________________________________________________
city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________
phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________
r Student (under 18) ___ $10
r Individual __________ $25
r Family _____________ $35
r Sustaining __________ $50-99
r Patron _____________ $100
r Lifetime ____________ $500 (one-time payment)

Dues: $___________
Extra Contribution: $___________
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $___________

