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In the heart of our nation’s first wilderness area rises 
the headwaters of the Gila River, New Mexico’s last wild 
and undammed river.

As the river passes through the mountains and forest of 
southwestern New Mexico, it provides habitat for more 
than 25 threatened and endangered species, including 
one of the largest breeding populations of southwest 
willow flycatchers and the greatest diversity of raptors 
anywhere in the Colorado River system. The Gila River 
also supports outstanding recreational opportunities 
including fishing, hunting, and backpacking.

Yet this remarkable river has been under threat of de-
velopment for generations. In 1946, Hooker Dam was 
proposed near the boundary of the Gila Wilderness 
area. After three decades of controversy, plans for the 
dam were finally abandoned in 1977. However,  it was 
followed by proposals of several other dams and diver-
sions along the river. 

In late 2014, the New Mexico Interstate Stream Com-
mission voted to approve a water diversion and storage 
project that would capture up to 14,000 acrefeet fo wa-
ter a year (though in low flow years, that number would 
fall to zero) and would cost upwards of $1 billion. 

The project was fiercely opposed by many New Mexi-
cans, including former Interstate Stream Commission 

Director Norm Gaume, who successfully sued the 
agency for signing multimillion dollar contracts with 
engineering firms in secret, in violation of the state’s 
transparency laws.

Then, a few weeks ago, the New Mexico Central Ari-
zona Project Entity (created to oversee the project) qui-
etly downsized its plans. The agency decided to limit its 
study to two projects that would each cost about $350 
million to build and would divert around 4,000 acrefeet 
of water a year.  

While not as large or destructive as the “billion dol-
lar boondoggle,” the smaller projects still involve con-
structing a diversion dam in the river and transporting 
water to storage reservoirs and end users through an 
extensive system of pipelines, pump stations, and si-
phons. 

The best case scenario for the Gila River would be for 
this project to eventually meet the same fate as the 
Hooker Dam. Even at a reduced scale, the value and 
benefit of diverting a few thousand acrefeet of water is 
far less than the value of leaving one last wild river in 
New Mexico.
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2016 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 12...............Day project at Valle de Oro

April 15-17............Cebolla Canyon near Grants, NM

May 20-22.............Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge

June 17-19.............Valles Caldera I

July 22-24..............Valles Caldera II

August 19-21..........Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM 

September 9-11......Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns

October 8..............Day project on Glorieta Mesa

October 15............Day project in the Sandia Mountains

AWF BOARD 2016
OFFICERS
President – Kristina G. Fisher
Vice President – Cameron Weber
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Toby Rosenblatt

DIRECTORS
Stephen Bohannon
Phil Carter
Dennis Muirhead
Glenda Muirhead
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Bob Tilley
Kristin Van Fleet
Bill Zeedyk

SEPTEMBER 9-11, 2016 SERVICE PROJECT: Limestone Canyon

LOCATION: Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mountains

THE PROJECT: This month we are returning to an AWF favorite: Lime-
stone Canyon in the San Mateo Mountains, southwest of Magdalena. Eight 
years ago we began work here using Bill Zeedyk’s induced meandering tech-
niques. An ancient grove of narrowleaf cottonwoods spoke to a time when 
the canyon bottom was more of a wet meadow. Our efforts to slow the water 
and allow it to wet the valley bottom have dramatically changed the canyon. 
One result that speaks to the power of our efforts is the old cottonwoods 
are sending up new shoots. For this project, we will work on repairing and 
expanding exclosures around the new cottonwood shoots and also adding 
to our rock structures in the streambed. 

SCHEDULE: Friday, September 9 - Sunday, September 11 

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping. For the work, 
you’ll want gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, and sunscreen. 
Be sure to bring layers, warm clothes, and plenty of water.
 

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and bi-
son or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to share for 
the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday dinner, 
Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com or 505-480-2906. 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.
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NO AWF MEETING IN SEPTEMBER —  SEE YOU IN OCTOBER! 

AWF’s May project at Rio Mora National 
Wildlife Refuge is already yielding im-
pressive results! Bill Miller sends the 
photograph to the right and says: “Thurs-
day night (August 25) we had 2.7 inches 
of rain at the west end and 5.2 inches 
at the headquarters of the ranch. There 
were about 3.5 inches at Loma Parda.  All 
structures at Loma Parda held, although 
there is some fixing needed here and 
there.” 

Left: AWF volunteers working on the pond structures in May

Shantini Ramakrishnan also sent 
these photos of structures success-
fully collecting water and sedi-
ment after the big storm event.

UPDATE FROM RIO MORA WILDLIFE REFUGE

AWF will not be holding our usual monthly meeting and educational presentation 
in September, but we’ll be back next month! 

Please join us on Thursday, October 13, when our speaker will be Ron Hamm, author of a new 
biography of Ross Calvin, a contemporary of Aldo Leopold and a great observer of nature 

in the American Southwest.
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RECAP OF AUGUST 19-21, 2016 RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECT

It was wonderful to return to Midnight Meadows, high in the Carson Na-
tional Forest, for another project in partnership with our friends at Amigos 
Bravos. As we did last year, the volunteers spent the weekend repairing 
and replacing fencing around a several-acre exclosure protecting a fragile 
wetland. 

Midnight Meadows has been recognized by Amigos Bravos as one of eight 
“wetland gems” in the Carson National Forest. (Read more about it in 
their interactive report.) These wetlands play a crucial role in maintaining 
downstream flows and sequestering carbon in the landscape.  

A hard-working team of volunteers pounded posts, stretched fencing, and 
successfully completed the entire exclosure by the time the project wrapped 
up on Sunday. The weather was perfect, with a brief rain/hailstorm Sunday 
evening followed by dramatic sunset skies. We look forward to returning to 
Midnight Meadows again next year and expanding on our work to protect 
and restore this beautiful area. 

Thanks, Volunteers!
Maya Anthony
Nina Anthony

Braden Belliveau
Phil Carter

Rachel Conn
Elliot Conn
Silas Conn

Kristina G. Fisher
Thomas French
Larry C. Kelley
Loe Marceline
Laurie Marnell
Clifford Mendel
Joyce Mendel

Kourtney Morgan
Ben Mortensen

Dennis Muirhead
Glenda Muirhead 
Juniper Nykamp
Lucas Nykamp
Peter O’Brien

Shannon Romeling
Erik Schlenker-Goodrich

Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Marilynn Szydlowski

Hamish Thomson
Art Vollmer

Cameron Weber
Joe Zupan

http://amigosbravos.org/uploads/fck//file/Carson_NF_Wetland_Gems_Final_12032014.pdf
http://amigosbravos.org/uploads/fck//file/Carson_NF_Wetland_Gems_Final_12032014.pdf
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AUGUST MIDNIGHT MEADOWS PROJECT PHOTOS

   
   See lots more photos of this and other restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Help Tag Monarch Butterflies at the Whitfield Wildlife Conservation Area
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2016, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
WHITFIELD WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AREA, Belen
Help the Natural Resource Institute net, tag, and release Monarch butterflies as part of 
a research project to learn where New Mexico’s Monarchs migrate. No special expertise 
needed - only your enthusiasm! If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Ted 
Hodoba at Whitfield at 505-818-4874 or whitfieldwca@gmail.com

New Mexico R3 Summit
SEPTEMBER 14-15, 2016
NM YOUTH CONSERVATION FOUNDATION, New Mexico Tech, Socorro
Join the New Mexico Youth Conservation Foundation and the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish for a 
two-day hunter and angler recruitment, retention and reactivation (R3) summit to share information on best 
practices to deliver results-oriented R3 programs. The summit will include presentations from the state Depart-
ment of Game and Fish, national experts, local organizations, and breakout sessions to address common chal-
lenges. For more info: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/new-mexico-r3-summit-registration-27025829985

12th Annual Gila River Festival
SEPTEMBER 22-25, 2016
GILA CONSERVATION COALITION, Silver City
The 12th Annual Gila River Festival will focus on the importance of pre-
serving the region’s cultural and natural history. This year’s centennial of 
the National Park Service provides an opportunity to explore the philoso-
phy behind our nation’s history of preserving our cultural and natural heri-
tage and understand future challenges to preserving biologically impor-
tant landscapes, such as the Gila River watershed, and to protecting public 

lands held in trust for all Americans.

Wetlands & Private Lands Restoration Workshop Project
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2016
AMIGOS BRAVOS & TAOS LAND TRUST
Are you interested in protecting wetlands on your property? Join Mollie Walton of the Quivira Coalition, Rachel 
Conn of Amigos Bravos, and Kristina Ortez de Jones of the Taos Land Trust for a presentation and field demon-
stration of wetlands preservation techniques. For more information, email Rachel at: rconn@amigosbravos.org

Celebrate Valle de Oro’s 4th Birthday!
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2016, 10:00 a.m-3:00 p.m.
VALLE DE ORO NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
Come out and celebrate Valle de Oro’s 4th birthday party with 
food trucks, music, cake, and tours of the refuge!

   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com


AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student (under 18) ___
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               T-shirt & Shipping:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

Along with becoming a member, you can support AWF’s 
work by purchasing one of our Valles Caldera commemo-
rative T-shirts, designed by graphic artist and AWF board 
member Stephen Bohannon. It is printed on an organic 
cotton shirt and available in sizes S, M, L, & XL.
Get one while they last - supplies are limited!
Price: $20    Shipping: $5

To order, mail in the form below or email your order to:
abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation has survived and thrived for over a century thanks to the dedication and 
generosity of generations of members. We encourage you to join this proud legacy by becoming a contributing 
member and helping support AWF’s restoration service projects, monthly environmental education presentations, 
and other special events.

MAKE THE NEXT 100 YEARS POSSIBLE: 
JOIN THE ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION!

mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com

