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The Fall of 2020 – Climate Change in Action?
by Bill Zeedyk,
AW F Board Member Em eritus
Though the air was dry, my eyes were moist as I walked
our creek today, Labor Day, 2020. Manuelitas Creek, it
is called, flowing eastward toward the Rio Mora.
The creek is normally twelve feet wide, but this year it
is dry. It has been completely dry since June, except for
two isolated pools that dried up in early August. The
mud in the bottom of one of the newly dried pools was
trampled with tracks; a deer, a cow elk with a calf, a
raccoon, a coyote and a half-grown black bear, all obviously searching for water where they have always found
it in the past. Where must they go to find water now?
The stream is dry.
Our beaver pond was dry, the dam was crumbling, our
beavers were gone. The fish, the frogs, the tadpoles and
the big old snapping turtle were gone. More than twenty
species of birds were missing. Gone were our mallards,
the great blue herons, the black crowned night herons,
and the belted kingfishers from their favorite perch.
Gone were the sandpipers, the snipe, and the sora rails.
No longer are the red–winged blackbirds seen, nor the
flycatchers and warblers.
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The beaver pond a decade ago, in October 2010.
It was only early September. No frost as yet, but twinleafed alders were dropping their leaves already. Some
willows were newly dead, their leaves brown, and falling. Sedges, rushes, nettles and mint had wilted. Was
this due to the drought? Even if the creek begins flowing again come winter, how long will it take for the ecosystem to recover? When will the fish, the frogs and the
herons return? When will the flowers bloom?
I left the creek and walked across the drying meadow to
our north-slope woodland. The woodland is composed
of Gambel’s oak, ponderosa pine and fir trees, with scattered apples and choke cherries in the understory. Due
to a late spring frost, there were no apples, no cherries,
no acorns, no pine cones, no fir cones. There were no
fruits or seeds of any kind. What will the deer, turkeys,
red squirrels, jays and magpies eat come winter?
What lies ahead this year, next year and beyond? Is this
the real impact of climate change or just another quirk
in the weather? This trend has strengthened over the
last seven years.

continued on page 6
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OCTOBER 8, 2020 ONLINE MEETING: Gary Roemer & Matt Gompper
Thursday, October 8, 2020, 7:30 pm
Location: Online!
Directions to the Online Meeting
Join us for an online educational presentation! We will be
sending out a link to our newsletter email list the week
of the presentation with instructions for how you can
log on and join us.

Topic: Rabbit Hemorraghic Disease in NM
Earlier this year, the New Mexico Department of Game and
Fish and the New Mexico Livestock Board reported that
Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease Virus type 2 (RHDV-2) was
killing jackrabbits and cottontails in New Mexico. During
this presentation, we’ll hear from two professors in the Department of Fish, Wildlife & Conservation Ecology at New
Mexico State University who recently received a National
Science Foundation grant to study what is happening with
our rabbits.

Speaker Bio: Gary W. Roemer & Matt Gompper
Dr. Gary W. Roemer (top photo) hails from Wisconsin
where he received his B.Sc. in Biology (1983) from the
University of Wisconsin-Parkside. He moved to California
where he received his M.Sc. in Wildlife (1989) and then his
Ph.D. in Biology (1999) from Humboldt State University
and UCLA, respectively. His research has explored the population ecology, behavioral ecology and population genetic
structure of various vertebrates, with a focus on mammals
and birds of prey. He is an avid hunter, hiker and motorcycle rider and he loves spending time with his family and
their Chesapeake Bay Retriever, Duke and Boston Terrier,
Lulu.
Dr. Matt Gompper (bottom photo) is a Professor in Fish, Wildlife & Conservation Ecology at NMSU and also
serves as the Head of the Department. Originally from New York, Dr. Gompper did his undergraduate work
at the University of Virginia, his PhD at the University of Tennessee, and postdoctoral work at UCLA and the
University of Nevada, Reno. Prior to arriving at New Mexico State University, he was a faculty member at the
University of Missouri and at Columbia University in New York. Dr. Gompper’s research focuses on wildlife
(principally mammals) ecology, management and conservation, on the ecology of free-ranging domestic dogs,
and on the ecology of wildlife diseases (including diseases that strongly influence public health). He and his
students work across the U.S. as well as in diverse landscapes across North America, South America and Asia.
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OCTOBER 24, 2020 RESTORATION PROJECT: Cedro Creek
This project is subject to change or cancellation based on state public health restrictions. If you RSVP to attend, we will keep you updated about the project status.
This restoration project will follow AWF’s Covid-19 safety protocols, so
please review them ahead of the project to familiarize yourself with all
the details. We may need to cap the total number of volunteers who can
participate, so please RSVP if you are interested in participating!
LOCATION: Cedro Creek in the Sandia Mountains, near Tijeras, NM
THE PROJECT: For our final volunteer restoration service project of the
year, we will be returning to one of our longtime legacy sites, Cedro Creek
in the Sandia Mountains. We will build on nearly three decades of work constructing rock stuctures to reconnect the stream with its floodplan and to
stabilize the channel.
SCHEDULE: Saturday, October 24, 9:00 am-3:00 pm
GEAR: Bring your own face mask or bandana, as well as everything you need
for a day of outdoor work, including gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants,
sturdy boots, sunglasses, and sunscreen. Dress in layers to be prepared for
New Mexico’s variable weather.
FOOD: Bring lots of water, snacks, and a lunch.
TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

2020 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR
March 7..................Day project at Valle de Oro

July 17-19................Valle Vidal
August 21-23...........Valle Vidal
September 4-6.........Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
September 18-20.....Wolf Creek, Ft. Union Ranch, NM
October 24.............Day project at Cedro Creek

AWF BOARD 2020
OFFICERS
President – Cameron Weber
Vice President – Braden Belliveau
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Kristina G. Fisher
DIRECTORS
Phil Carter
Rachel Moore
Toby Rosenblatt
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Hamish Thomson
Bob Tilley
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus
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RECAP OF SEPTEMBER 4-6, 2020 LIMESTONE CANYON PROJECT

Every time we return to Limestone Canyon in the San Mateo Mountains, it
seems more abundant with life. When AWF first began working here in 2007,
Limestone Creek was downcut well below its floodplain, and the meadows
were relatively dry. Over the last 13 years, AWF volunteers steadily built and
added to dozens of rock structures in the channel, reconnecting the stream
with the meadows. We also constructed structures that were designed to create pools, holding water for wildlife.
The result? This September, even after a hot, dry, summer, the meadows were
lush with grass and wetland vegetation was growing in and around the channel. Pools still held water, and for the first time, one of those pools was full of
tadpoles! (Extra brownie for whoever can identify the species.)
Meanwhile, the narrowleaf cottonwood saplings that we have been protecting are taller than most of us and beginning to develop strong central trunks.
When we first discovered these young trees eight years ago, sprouting thanks
to our efforts to store more water in the meadows, they were less than a foot
tall, barely visible in the grass. Someday they will take the place of their towering parent trees, becoming the next generation of this verdant grove.
This year’s volunteers celebrated all the progress we have made and continued
the work, expanding and rebuilding several of the exclosures protecting the
seedlings, repairing and building new rock structures in Limestone Creek,
and constructing a couple large Zuni bowls in the Fisher Canyon tributary.

Young tree
in 2012

Young tree in 2020

See lots more photos of this and other restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!
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RECAP OF SEPTEMBER 18-20, 2020 WOLF CREEK RESTORATION PROJECT

This was our third year partnering with Hermit’s Peak Watershed Association to restore Wolf Creek on Fort Union Ranch near Watrous, NM. We
camped in Higgins Canyon and worked in the creek just below Fort Union
National Monument, building several massive one-rock dams. There was a
lot of water in the system, and the pools were full of frogs.
The source of the water was upstream, where we have worked in the past
couple years. It was stunning to return to those past work sites and see how
well the wetland has responded. There is barely a trace of our structures beneath the water and the riot of vegetation. The willows are thick with birds.
This landscape was scarred by heavy wagon traffic during the height of the
Santa Fe Trail and activity at the Fort; wagon ruts captured streams and
drained the water away. But every time we return we see how the land that
was damaged by careless human activity can be healed by careful work. We
look forward to continuing this partnership with Hermit’s Peak Watershed
Association and Fort Union Ranch.

April 2019

September 2020

See lots more photos of this and other restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1:
Will the beavers ever come back? The mallards? The
other species of ducks, the geese, the fish, the kingfishers, the herons, our big old snapping turtle? When will
I see them again? I am eighty-five years old. Will I ever
see them here again?

haps we need a common ethic about climate change to
guide us through these worst of times.

I am very proud of Albuquerque Wildlife Federation
and all we do and have done in behalf of wildlife conservation by way of stream and wetland restoration
and improved resiliency. Our founder, Aldo Leopold,
would be proud of us, but is there more we can do both
individually and collectively as one of America’s oldest
conservation organizations to combat climate change
now before it is too late? Or is it already too late? Per-

AWF’s Wilderness First Aid Course has been rescheduled for November 14, 2020. It is made
possible by a grant from the PSC Building Community Fund of the Community Foundation of West Texas. To sign up, email HSC-IMMC@salud.unm.edu.
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
Owls of New Mexico - Live-streamed Talk

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 7:00 pm
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER
Join Bandelier National Monument’s Bird Banding Intern, Zoë Moffett, for a talk
all about owls! During this presentation, Zoë will discuss the broad range of owl
species that exist in New Mexico (who differ greatly in size, habitat, and diet), the
special adaptations of owls for their nocturnal lifestyle, how the public can support
healthy habitats and diets for their owl neighbors, and some conservation concerns for the owls of New Mexico. For more info:
https://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=36317

Regenerate Conference - Online

OCTOBER 26-NOVEMER 20, 2020
QUIVIRA COALITION
The Quivira Coalition, Holistic Management International, and the American Grassfed Association collaborate
each year to convene ranchers, farmers, conservationists, land managers, scientists, medical professionals,
nutritionists, students, educators, and others to share knowledge, build community, and create a culture of
resilience and regeneration. This year, in response to impacts from the Coronavirus pandemic and the call for
meaningful action towards racial justice, we will host an online, month-long series of plenary presentations,
roundtable discussions, and practical workshops—October 26 through November 20—to collectively imagine
and define a path for Resilience in Times of Uncertainty. For more info and to register to attend:
https://quiviracoalition.org/regenerate/

Volunteer Opportunities with New Mexico Wild

NM Wild’s Wilderness Rangers are conducting solitude monitoring in the Dome and White Mountain Wilderness Areas in the Lincoln National Forest. If you enjoy hiking and want to help collect important data on visitor
use in Wilderness, please email will@nmwild.org for more details. There is also an opportunity for six volunteers to help remove some wire from the Manzano Mountain Wilderness. Please email brennan@nmwild.org
or walker@nmwild.org to sign up and to receive more information. Contact will@nmwild.org to learn about
other upcoming volunteer opportunities in your area.

After the Fire, Seeding New Mexico’s Future

FILMED PRESENTATION FROM JUNE 2020
NATURE CONSERVANCY
After the Fire, Seeding New Mexico’s Future is a new effort designed to bring
life back to 4,000 acres of scorched land in the Jemez Mountains. This reforestation project falls under The Nature Conservancy-led Rio Grande Water Fund
and is a collaborative effort between Wildlife Conservation Society, New Mexico State University, Santa Clara and Cochiti Pueblos, and many others. In this
online event from earlier this year, Dr. Owen Burney, superintendent of New Mexico State University’s John T.
Harrington Forestry Research Center, discusses the challenges of reforestation efforts, from seed harvesting
and selection to outplanting. To watch the event: https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1376467859210546

Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

JOIN US!

Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation
The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.
Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members.
If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by
becoming a member or renewing your membership.

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154
r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!

r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________
address:___________________________________________________________________________________________
city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________
phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________
r Student ___________ $10
r Individual __________ $25
r Family _____________ $35
r Sustaining __________ $50-99
r Patron _____________ $100
r Lifetime ____________ $500 (one-time payment)

Dues: $___________
Extra Contribution: $___________
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $___________

