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AWF’s Legacy of Land Restoration
This month marks the final volunteer restoration service
project of AWF’s 100th anniversary year. We will be returning to one of our legacy sites, Cedro Creek in the Sandia Mountains, for a day project on Saturday, October 18
(see page 3 for details).
Hands-on restoration work has been a part of AWF’s legacy
since at least 1949, when members helped plant trees along
the Rio Grande to address erosion. AWF’s involvement in
restoration began because members recognized the need
to not only set aside land for wildlife, but also to actively
restore habitat that had been degraded by human activity.
Years earlier, AWF founder Aldo Leopold had begun to
raise awareness about the damage that had been done by
poor land management, particularly to wetlands and riparian ecosystems across the Southwest. Riparian ecosystems are essential because they support a great diversity
of plant and animal species—in New Mexico, at least 80
of all animal species rely on riparian areas for some stage
of their lives. Wetlands and riparian areas have been the
focus of much of AWF’s work throughout the years.
Restoration activities became one of AWF’s central activities in the late 1970’s. By the early 1980’s, AWF was or-
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In 1989, AWF
projects leader Joe
Padilla received a
“bronze beaver”
award for riparian
restoration from the
Izaak Walton League
of America.
ganizing 5-6 volunteer projects a year, in areas ranging
from the Valle Vidal to the Zuni Mountains. Activities
included removing old fences that blocked wildlife passages, planting native vegetation to stabilize streambanks,
and building structures to remedy stream downcutting.
AWF’s restoration work received recognitions including
a Community Achievement Award from the Governor
of New Mexico, a “bronze beaver” award from the Izaak
Walton League of America, and a national “Take Pride in
America” award from the U.S. Department of the Interior.
Three decades later, AWF’s monthly restoration projects
from March-October continue to be highlights of the year
for many members.
We are already starting to plan for next year. In early September, several members of the AWF Projects Committee

continued on page 6
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OCTOBER 2014 EDUCATIONAL SPEAKER: Dave Parsons
Thursday, October 9, 2014, 7:30 pm
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House
1600 5th Street Northwest
Topic:

Update on the Recovery of Mexican Gray Wolves in the Southwest

Speaker Bio:

Dave Parsons is the vice-chairman and a science fellow of The Rewilding Institute and is the Institute’s Carnivore Conservation Biologist. He currently
serves on several regional steering/advisory committees for organizations and
coalitions advocating for wolf recovery and landscape-scale conservation in
the Southwest.
From 1990-1999 Dave led the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s effort to reintroduce the endangered Mexican Gray Wolf to portions of its former range
in Arizona and New Mexico. He received his Bachelor of Science degree in
Fisheries and Wildlife Biology from Iowa State University and his Master of
Science degree in Wildlife Ecology from Oregon State University; from 2002
to 2008 he was a graduate advisor in the Environmental Studies Program at
Prescott College in Arizona. He enjoys wildlife viewing and wilderness backpacking and lives in Albuquerque, NM.

Directions to the Meeting:

The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th and
Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.
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OCTOBER 18, 2014 SERVICE PROJECT: Cedro Creek
LOCATION: Cedro Creek in the Sandia Mountains, near Tijeras, NM
THE PROJECT: For the final volunteer restoration service project of AWF’s
100th anniversary year, we will be returning to one of our legacy sites, Cedro
Creek in the Sandia Mountains. We will be working near the Sandia Ranger
Station in Tijeras., where we will build rock structures to arrest downcutting and stabilize the channel. After we finish up our work, we’ll gather for a
late lunch potluck (around 1:30 or 2:00) to celebrate all the great restoration
work accomplished by AWF volunteers during the 2014 season!
SCHEDULE: Saturday, October 18, 9:00-4:00
GEAR: Bring everything you need for a day of outdoor work, including
gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, sunglasses, and sunscreen.
Dress in layers to be prepared for New Mexico’s variable weather.
FOOD: AWF will provide bison or veggie burgers for the afternoon potluck.
Please bring a dish to share along with snacks and water for the work day.

TO SIGN UP:
Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com or 505-480-2906.

Directions and further details will be sent to you after you sign up.

2014 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

AWF BOARD 2014

March 22.............Day project at Los Padillas Wildlife Sanctuary
April 25-27...........Cebolla Canyon near Grants, NM
May 16-18.............Zuni Mountains near Gallup, NM
May 30-June 1......Valles Caldera I
June 27-29............Glorieta Mesa near Santa Fe, NM
July 19.................AWF 100th Birthday Celebration!
Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge, Albuquerque
July 25-27.............Valles Caldera II
August 22-24........Valles Caldera III
September 26-28...Rio Mora National Wildlife Refuge
October 18...........Day project in the Sandia Mountains

OFFICERS
President – Michael Scialdone
Vice President – Kristina G. Fisher
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Toby Rosenblatt
DIRECTORS
Stephen Bohannon
Kurt Menke
Dennis Muirhead
Glenda Muirhead
Bob Tilley
Kristin Van Fleet
Bill Zeedyk
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RECAP OF SEPTEMBER 26-28, 2014 RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECT

Thanks, Volu nteers!
Participants in AWF’s
September 2014 Project:
Adam Belmonte
Stephen Bohannon
Mark Bundy
Peter Callen
Phil Carter
Rodney Conant
Linda Doherty
William Donahoo
Kristina G. Fisher
Heidi
Mary Maulsby
Dennis Muirhead
Glenda Muirhead
Shantini Ramakrishnan
Alex Rice
Bill Rose
Toby Rosenblatt
Peter Rothfeld
Michael Scialdone
Eddy Smith
Hamish Thomson
Bob Tilley
Cameron Weber
Bill Zeedyk

Last month, it was a treat for AWF volunteers to spend a weekend working in the Rio Mora National Wildlife Refuge. This 4,200-acre refuge
was formerly the Wind River Ranch, where AWF participated in several
projects to enhance wildlife habitat. Returning for the first time in six
years, it was exciting to see how restoration work completed in the past
is making a difference in this amazing landscape.

We camped by an active beaver lodge on the Rio Mora, where we were
able to watch several beavers swimming around at sunrise and sunset.
Wildlife was abundant all weekend, with sightings not only of beavers,
but also many varieties of hawks, lizards, leopard frogs, bullfrogs, toads,
and a milk snake (as well as tracks and sign of many more species!). Our
work focused on a tributary of the Rio Mora in the Loma Parda area of
the refuge. AWF volunteers expanded a number of existing rock structures that are successfully capturing sediment, retaining moisture, and
nurturing wetland vegetation. We look forward to continuing our work
in the Rio Mora refuge in future years.

See lots more photos of this and other restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
Otero Mesa Outing

OCTOBER 11-12, 2014
SIERRA CLUB & SOUTHWEST ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER, Las Cruces
Join the Southern Group of the Rio Grande Sierra Club and the Southwest Environmental
Center for a day’s visit or an overnight on Otero Mesa. For more information, contact:
Howie Dash, howiedash@aol.com, 575-652-7550.

Wilderness 50: A Conference Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Wilderness Act

OCTOBER 15-19, 2014, Albuquerque
The National Wilderness Conference will be filled with diverse plenary sessions, presentations, panels, exhibits, field learning, and skill development workshops, all culminating in the public, outdoor ‘Get Wild’ Festival.
More information: http://www.wilderness50th.org/conference.php

Valle de Oro Phenology and Fall Colors Open House

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2014, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge, Albuquerque
Enjoy fall colors along the Rio Grande bosque and learn about citizen science projects at the refuge to study
recurring natural phenomena like this.
More info: http://www.fws.gov/nwrs/threecolumn.aspx?id=2147550177

Quivira Coalition’s 2014 Annual Conference

NOVEMBER 12-14, 2014, Albuquerque
This year’s annual Quivira Coalition conference focuses on the growing regenerative agriculture movement,
which aims to restore soil, land, and communities to health via naturally renewing processes. The first day of
the conference features an all-day workshop on collaborative wetland restoration in the Southwest, led by
AWF board member Bill Zeedyk and including a presentation on AWF’s work by Vice-President Kristina Fisher.
For more information and to register: http://quiviracoalition.org/2014_Quivira_Conference/

Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!
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RECENT AWF WILDLIFE SIGHTINGS!

Above: a Mexican Spotted Owl in
Limestone Canyon.

Top: Beaver in the Rio Mora.
Left: Milk snake at Rio Mora National
Wildlife Refuge.
Right: Leopard frog at Rio Mora
National Wildlife Refuge.

continued from page 1:
returned to one of our favorite sites, Limestone Creek in
the San Mateo Mountains. We worked with Forest Service
wildlife biologist Suzanne DeRosier to construct four exclosures to protect narrowleaf cottonwood seedlings that
have recently sprouted thanks to AWF’s work raising the
streambed and retaining water in the meadow. We also
selected sites where more rock structures can be built in
future years to continue to improve the wildlife habitat
in this area. AWF President Scial even sighted a Mexican
Spotted Owl hanging out near our work site!
Perhaps the most fulfilling part of participating in AWF’s
restoration projects is returning to legacy sites year after
year and witnessing first-hand how the work we do helps
heal the landscape, enhancing vegetation and increasing
the numbers and diversity of wild animals. It is an honor
to be a part of this ongoing legacy of restoration, and I

hope you will join us for this year’s final project and help
us celebrate the work that has been completed by AWF
volunteers over the last 65 years.

Kristina G. Fish er
AW F Vice-President

MAKE THE NEXT 100 YEARS POSSIBLE:
JOIN THE ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION!
The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation has survived and thrived for a full century thanks to the dedication and generosity of generations of members who responded to the call to contribute. We encourage you to join this proud
legacy by becoming a contributing member and helping support AWF’s restoration service projects, monthly conservation education presentations, and this year’s special 100th anniversary events.
Along with becoming a member, you can support AWF’s
work by purchasing one of our Valles Caldera commemorative T-shirts, designed by graphic artist and AWF board
member Stephen Bohannon. It is printed on an organic
cotton shirt and available in sizes S, M, L, & XL.
Price: $25 Shipping: $5
To order, mail in the form below or email your order to:
abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154
r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!

r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________
address:___________________________________________________________________________________________
city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________
phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________
r Student (under 18) ___ $10
r Individual __________ $25
r Family _____________ $35
r Sustaining __________ $50-99
r Patron _____________ $100
r Lifetime ____________ $500 (one-time payment)

Dues: $___________
Extra Contribution: $___________
T-shirt & Shipping: $___________
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $___________

