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The Consequences of Elections, and How We Respond
A year from now, New Mexico will be voting for all
our statewide elected officials, from Governor to Land
Commissioner, along with every member of the state
House and four of our five members of Congress.
Right now we’re seeing why those elections matter so
very much. Congress is currently considering a growing list of legislation that could have an immense impact on the nation’s wildlife and wild lands, including:
•

•

Opening up the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
to oil and gas development – and potentially selling off other public lands. The budget resolution
that recently passed both the House and Senate includes a provision allowing any bill in the Senate
Energy and Natural Resources Committee that raises a billion dollars in new revenue to pass without
a filibuster. This provision was specifically included
to fast-track approval of oil and gas drilling in sensitive areas in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge,
but it also means that other proposals to sell off or
privatize public lands could be passed with just 51
votes and very little public notice.
Ending the Endangered Species Act. During the
past month, the House Natural Resources Committee has advanced five different bills to weaken
or undo the ESA, including requiring an economic
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analysis to determine whether a species is worth
saving. Since January, there have been 46 proposals
to weaken the ESA or strip protections for certain
species like gray wolves, sea turtles, grizzlies, and
whales.
•

No More National Monuments. Representative
Rob Bishop (R-Utah) has introduced H.R. 3990,
which would gut the Antiquities Act by limiting it
to protecting fossils, artifacts, and buildings – not
natural wonders like canyons, mountains, and coral reefs – placing tight size restrictions on the size
of monuments, and authorizing the President to
shrink existing national monuments (as this President has just proposed to do to Bears Ears National
Monument). If the Antiquities Act had been limited
in this way in the past, monuments like the Grand
Canyon and White Sands could not have been protected. The bill has passed out of its committee and
will be voted on by the full House soon. (Here’s how
to contact your legislators about this.)

And these are just the bills that are high-profile enough
to make it into the news. So what do we do?

continued on page 5
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NOVEMBER 9, 2017 MEETING: “Born to Rewild” film screening
Thursday, November 9, 2017, 7:30 pm
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House
1600 5th Street Northwest
Born to Rewild
Born to Rewild is a new, one-hour documentary that follows John Davis as
he treks 5,000 miles in eight months from Mexico to Canada to raise awareness about the importance of connected wildlife corridors in the Western
Wildway, along the spine of the continent. Following the route of grizzlies,
wolves, cougars and jaguars, John experienced their greatest challenges in
getting where they need to go. This alone, however, would accomplish little.
He went the extra mile, meeting conservation heroes and learning about
amazing projects that are key to connecting western wild places.
The film will be presented by Jan-Willem Jansens of EcoTone Landscape
Planning, who has partnered with AWF on many restoration projects.

Directions to the Meeting:
The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th
and Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.
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RECAP OF OCTOBER 14, 2017 CEDRO CREEK PROJECT

Thanks, Volu nteers!
Braden Belliveau
Phil Carter
Ian Daitz
Linda Doherty
Kristina G. Fisher
Roderick Flores
Bob Ford
Nancy Ford
Kit French
Jamie Head
Robert Long
Laurie Marnell
Cliff Mendel
Joyce Mendel
Toby Rosenblatt
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Alexcia Trujillo
Cameron Weber

For our final project of 2017, AWF returned to one of our legacy sites,
Cedro Creek in the mountains near Tijeras. The structures built by AWF
volunteers over the past many years have helped retain water in this important wildlife corridor, and it was exciting to see many stretches of flowing
and standing water, along with healthy stands of willows and cottonwoods.

This year, AWF volunteers built a series of new one-rock dams that had
been designed by Bill Zeedyk to help slow and spread the water, nurturing
vegetation and improving wildlife habitat. After we finished our work, we
wrapped up the day with a barbeque potluck at the nearby Pine Flats picnic
area, celebrating another terrific year of restoration projects.
We wish all our volunteers a wonderful winter and we look forward to seeing you again in 2018!
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
Wilderness Under Seige

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6, REI Community Room, Santa Fe, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, UNM Student Union Building, Acoma A-B, Albuquerque 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Join noted author, ecologist, and activist George Wuerthner for a discussion about the challenges facing the
nation’s wilderness, learn how you can better protect the wilderness in your backyard and around the country,
and find out about efforts to organize against congressional and administration efforts to weaken or repeal the
Wilderness Act. For more info: http://www.nmwild.org/events-outings

Music and Migration at the Valle de Oro

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2017, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
VALLE DE ORO NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
Come out to this free and family friendly event at the Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge in Albuquerque’s South Valley. Enjoy migratory wildlife tours, a naturethemed book drive, and many activities for kids! Free paletas from Pop Fizz for the
first 100 attendees! For more info: https://www.fws.gov/refuge/valle_de_oro/

Quivira Coalition Annual Conference

NOVEMBER 15-17 2017, Embassy Suites Hotel, Albuquerque
The Quivira Coalition if celebrating its 20th anniversary at this year’s annual conference, which brings together
a community as diverse as the lands they manage. This year’s gathering will take a particularly people-oriented
approach, bringing the community together in conversations about how to focus on what really matters. For
more information: https://quiviracoalition.org/conference/

Apache Kid Wilderness Character Workshop

NOVEMBER 17-18, Springtime Campground in the San Mateo Mountains
NEW MEXICO WILDERNESS ALLIANCE
This workshop will focus on wilderness character in the Apache Kid Wilderness with a goal of gaining public
input for the Apache Kid Wilderness Character Narrative. During this workshop, you will learn what wilderness
character is, why it’s important, and discover how you perceive wilderness character in the Apache Kid Wilderness. For more info: http://www.nmwild.org/events-outings/104-apache-kid-wilderness-character-workshop

Santa Fe Watershed Association’s 20th Anniversary Winter Watershed Benefit

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2017, 5:30-8:00 p.m., Hotel Santa Fe
Join the Santa Fe Watershed Association for its 3rd annual Winter Watershed
Benefit, featuring former state historian Hilario Romero, and a silent auction
of items and experiences including local wine tastings, guided tours of unique
Petroglyphs, a George RR Martin gift package, art, jewelry, and much more!
Event and raffle tickets available at:
https://santafewatershed.givezooks.com/events/2017-3rd-annual-winter-watershed-benefit

Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1:
Along with calling our representatives and asking them
to stand up for the environment, we need to vote in
elections at all levels of government. The flip-side of
the federal government’s push for environmental devastation is that states can push back, which is why local
elections matter too.
For example, New Mexico Attorney General Hector Balderas is a party to multiple lawsuits against the
Trump administration, challenging attempts to roll
back regulations that protect air quality, prevent methane leaks, and prohibit new coal leases on federal lands.
Other states with more environmentally inclined governors have enacted state-level environmental protec-

tions that can fill some of the gaps being opened up at
the federal level. Depending on how next year’s election
goes, New Mexico could do the same.
The challenge we face is that our last gubernatorial election year saw a record low turnout of 37%. If you want
elected officials who will represent your conservation
values, you can’t sit the next election out: see you at the
polls in a year (and this week and next if you live in a
city that is voting for mayor and city council, like Albuquerque and Las Cruces)!

Kristina G. Fish er
AW F President

Interested in serving on the AWF board?
Nominate yourself at the December 14, 2017
annual meeting and potluck!

JOIN US!

Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation
The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.
Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members.
If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by
becoming a member or renewing your membership.

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154
r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!

r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________
address:___________________________________________________________________________________________
city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________
phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________
r Student (under 18) ___ $10
r Individual __________ $25
r Family _____________ $35
r Sustaining __________ $50-99
r Patron _____________ $100
r Lifetime ____________ $500 (one-time payment)

Dues: $___________
Extra Contribution: $___________
T-shirt & Shipping: $___________
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $___________

