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Finally Time to Reform the 1872 Mining Law?
When the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation was founded
in 1914, the General Mining Law of 1872 was already 42
years old.
At the time the law was passed, the federal government
was focused on encouraging westward expansion and
settlement. In 1862, the Homestead Act was passed to distribute federally held land to anyone who would live on it,
and the Mining Law similarly sought to transfer land to
those who would extract valuable minerals from it. Under the Mining Law, anyone willing to mine for hardrock
minerals like gold, silver, and uranium is eligible to buy
federal lands for $5 an acre. The miners do not have to pay
any royalties on what they extract (unlike companies that
extract coal, oil, and natural gas).
While the Homestead Act was repealed in 1976, the Mining Law has remained in effect in its original form—not
even the purchase price of $5 an acre has been adjusted to
reflect the changing times. The law does not include any
requirements for mine site cleanup, reclamation, or restoration, and the mines are not subject to most federal hazardous waste laws. In addition, mine claims can be staked
in wilderness areas and wildlife refuges unless Congress
specifically exempts them.
Not surprisingly, the 1872 Mining Law has had very negative impacts on wildlife. While unregulated mining threatens critical habitat for elk, pronghorn, and sage grouse,
the species most at risk are fish. Hardrock mines release
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toxic substances like mercury, arsenic, lead, and cyanide
into streams, killing off fish populations.
This problem was brought powerfully to the attention of
the public this past August. A cleanup effort went wrong
at the Gold King Mine in southern Colorado, and about 3
million gallons of mine waste spilled in the Animas River,
turning it a poisonous orange hue. But this disaster was
only one example of a huge and constant problem. For example, a large complex of abandoned mines on the Quapaw reservation in Oklahoma spills about 3 million gallons of mine waste into Tar Creek every three days.
New Mexico’s congressional delegation is hoping that the
recent focus on these issues might create an opportunity to
finally reform the Mining Law. Senators Udall and Heinrich, as well as Representative Ben Ray Lujan, have announced plans to sponsor bills to finally require hardrock
miners to pay royalties, and to require a comprehensive
survey of all of the abandoned mine sites in the country,
along with the development of a plan to clean them up.
There have been many unsuccessful attempts to reform
this 143-year-old law, but we can only hope that the problems with it have become stark enough that change is finally possible. Our wildlife and wild lands deserve mining
regulations designed to meet the challenges of the twentyfirst century, not the nineteenth.

Kristina G. Fish er
AW F Vice-President
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NOVEMBER 2015 EDUCATIONAL SPEAKER: David Stambaugh
Thursday, November 12, 2015, 7:30 pm
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House
1600 5th Street Northwest
Topic: The New Mexico Youth Conservation Foundation
David Stambaugh was raised in Los Alamos, NM by a father who had a
passion for hunting and fishing. As a result, he had the opportunity to hunt
a wide array of big game, fly fish many of New Mexico’s streams and lakes,
and pursue small game and waterfowl. However, as he grew older, David
was troubled by the fact that a majority of kids these days do not have that
opportunity for a multitude of reasons.
In December of 2009, David and several waterfowling friends had the opportunity to assist with a youth snow goose hunt on Bosque Del Apache
Wildlife Refuge. From that experience stemmed the idea of forming a nonprofit foundation that would seek to give every youth in the state of New
Mexico the opportunity to be outdoors, and so was born New Mexico Youth
Conservation Foundation.
Today, NMYCF is a private, non-profit 501(c)(3) organization that seeks to
reach, recruit, and retain youth in shooting and hunting sports in the State
of New Mexico. The group provides outdoor education and the opportunity
for all youth to reconnect with nature in many ways that include hunting opportunities, fishing clinics, seminars, and habitat restoration activities.
As NMYCF strives to fulfill its mission, its leaders have come to realize the
importance of many outdoor organizations working together to make sure
that youth and first-time outdoorsmen and women have the opportunities
that they have been afforded. For that reason, NMYCF is in the early stages
of forming an “outdoor education network” that would bring together nonprofit organizations, state and federal agencies, foundations, and outdoor industry partners together for one common goal: to recruit, teach, and retain
new outdoor enthusiasts so that the cycle of success of the North American
Model of Wildlife Conservation can continue.

Directions to the Meeting:

The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th and
Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.
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RECAP OF OCTOBER 3, 2015 RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECT

Thanks, Volu nteers!
Ewelina Bajda
Adam Belmonte
Stephen Bohannon
Peter Callen
Kristina G. Fisher
Amanda Harper
Brad Holian
Jan Willem Jansens
Claire Latowsky
Jeremy Martin
Tony Ricketts
Toby Rosenblatt
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Kristin Van Fleet

AWF volunteers braved heavy fog and light rain to attend our October
3rd day project on Glorieta Mesa. This marked our third year partnering
with Brad and Kathy Holian to help them restore land they have purchased and protected with conservation easements. Under the guidance
of restoration expert Jan Willem-Jansens, we built a series of one-rock
dams and Zuni bowls to address erosion from road runoff.
Meanwhile, Jeremy Martin led the creation of a log and fabric step-down
structure, a first for an AWF project. These structures have been pioneered
in the Valles Caldera, and this one is an experiment to see whether it can
heal a deep headcut in a very different ecological setting. It was exciting
to see this new type of structure come together, and amazing what a small
group of committed volunteers were able to accomplish in a day!

See lots more photos of this and other restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!
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RECAP OF OCTOBER 17, 2015 RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECT

Thanks, Volu nteers!

For AWF’s final volunteer restoration service project of the year, we returned to a long-time legacy site: Cedro Creek near Tijeras. This small
stream experiences heavy flows during monsoon season, and AWF’s past
work has helped create deep pools that provide water for wildlife in an
important travel corridor between the Sandia and Manzano Mountains.
This year, we repaired and added to a series of one-rock dams and baffles
that are helping to improve habitat in the riparian area, and we also cut
back invasive elms to create more space for native vegetation to grow.
We wrapped up the day with a barbeque potluck at the Sandia Ranger
Station, celebrating another fun and full year of restoration projects.
Hope to see everyone again in 2016!

Pam Bliss
Phil Carter
Bonnie Dodge
Kristina G. Fisher
Roderick Flores
Thai Lee
Laurie Marnell
Amanda Rael
Janet Rolsma
Peter Rothfeld
Debbie Risberg
Toby Rosenblatt
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Marilynn Szydlowski
Hamish Thomson
Cameron Weber
Bill Zeedyk

See lots more photos of this and other restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
Introduction to Wildlife Tracking

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2015, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
NEW MEXICO WILDERNESS ALLIANCE, Albuquerque, NM
Wildlife tracking is a great way to experience and appreciate the region’s wildlife.
Janice Przybyl will discuss Mexican wolf tracks and the animal’s natural history (i.e.,
habitat and prey preferences and how that relates to their tracks). Participants will
meet in the morning for a short presentation and then head out into the field to find
wildlife tracks! Cost to participate: $20. For more information, visit:
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E227813&id=35

Music and Migration at the Valle de Oro

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2015, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
VALLE DE ORO NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
Enjoy music by local artists and go on free tours to see the sandhill cranes! Bring a picnic to enjoy with the family. The refuge is also collecting coats for children ages 5-18
to support our students visiting in our outdoor education programs.
For more information: https://www.facebook.com/events/994890000532109/

Interested in serving on the AWF board?
Nominate yourself at the December 10, 2015
annual meeting and potluck!

Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

MAKE THE NEXT 100 YEARS POSSIBLE:
JOIN THE ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION!
The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation has survived and thrived for over a century thanks to the dedication and
generosity of generations of members. We encourage you to join this proud legacy by becoming a contributing
member and helping support AWF’s restoration service projects, monthly environmental education presentations,
and other special events.
Along with becoming a member, you can support AWF’s
work by purchasing one of our Valles Caldera commemorative T-shirts, designed by graphic artist and AWF board
member Stephen Bohannon. It is printed on an organic
cotton shirt and available in sizes S, M, L, & XL.
Price: $20 Shipping: $5
To order, mail in the form below or email your order to:
abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154
r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!

r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________
address:___________________________________________________________________________________________
city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________
phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________
r Student (under 18) ___ $10
r Individual __________ $25
r Family _____________ $35
r Sustaining __________ $50-99
r Patron _____________ $100
r Lifetime ____________ $500 (one-time payment)

Dues: $___________
Extra Contribution: $___________
T-shirt & Shipping: $___________
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $___________

