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Beginning in 1920 and continuing until at least 1974, a 
centerpiece of AWF’s annual banquet was the “Liar’s Con-
test,” in which AWF members competed to tell the best 
tall tale about their fishing or hunting exploits. The winner 
was awarded the Golden Bull trophy, which was passed 
from winner to winner each year.

Former AWF President Dave Weingarten recalls winning 
the Golden Bull one year with a story about “high and 
dry” fly fishing.  In this tale, he explained his new fishing 
technique of charging his fishing line and the water with 
opposing electrical charges, which drew the fish right onto 
his line like a magnet! 

Each Liar’s Contest included 4-5 contestants telling 
10-minute tales. The slate of stories at the very first Liar’s 
Contest on February 24, 1920 included: “Albuquerque 
Nimrods” by Clyde Tingley (who would serve as New 
Mexico Governor from 1936-1939), “Chinese Waffle 
Hounds” by H. B. Jamison, “Bowser and the Woodchuck” 
by E.J. Strong, “The Gamey Leviathan,” by Oscar Lewis, 
and “Selected Camp Fire Tales” by AWF’s founding Vice-
President Charles Quier. 

No record remains of who took home the Golden Bull that 
first year, but we do know that Clyde Tingley was not the 
last governor to participate, as Dave Weingarten remem-
bers Bruce King attending one year.

We don’t know when or why the tradition of AWF Liar’s 
Contests faded away, and sadly, no photos remain of the 
illustrious Golden Bull. However, as we remember and 
celebrate AWF’s first century, this entertaining tradition is 
well worth remembering—and perhaps one day revisiting 
(best restoration service project tall tale, anyone?).
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NOVEMBER 2014 EDUCATIONAL SPEAKER: Norm Gaume

Thursday, November 13, 2014, 7:30 pm
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House 
1600 5th Street Northwest

Topic: 
Billion-Dollar Boondoggle: The Proposed Diversion of the Gila River

Speaker Bio:
Norm Gaume is a mostly retired licensed water engineer. He grew up in south-
ern New Mexico and received BS and MS degrees in Electrical and Civil En-
gineering from NMSU. Norm’s career includes 4 years with a water resource 
modeling engineering firm, 19 years with the City of Albuquerque, 6 years as 
Director of the New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission, and 12 years as a 
self-employed consulting engineer. 

Norm is currently working to save New Mexico taxpayers and the wild Gila 
River from the proposed New Mexico Unit of the Central Arizona Project, 
which would dam and divert Gila River water. His analysis has found that the 
proposed diversion would likely cost over $1 billion, and that the costs would 
far outweigh any potential benefits.

Directions to the Meeting:
The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th and 
Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.
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RECAP OF OCTOBER 18, 2014 RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECT

For AWF’s final volunteer restoration service project of the year, we re-
turned to one of our legacy sites: Cedro Creek in the Sandia Mountains. 
Volunteers cut back thick stands of invasive Siberian elm and repaired 
and enhanced a series of one-rock dams that are helping capture sedi-
ment and retain moisture in this system, which carries run-off from an 
extensive area within the Sandias. After the work concluded, Bill Zee-
dyk showed the group an arch-dam built several years earlier that has 
successfully created a watering hole for wildlife. 

We finished the day with a barbeque potluck at the Sandia Ranger Sta-
tion, celebrating another successful season of volunteer restoration ser-
vice projects. We’re already looking forward to next year!

Thanks, Volunteers!
Participants in AWF’s 
October 2014 Project: 

Phil Carter
Kristina G. Fisher

Amanda Lynn Glennon
Brett Housego
Laurie Marnell
Chaz Moxley
Zack Parsons

DeAnna Salazar
Michael Scialdone

Marilynn Szydlowski
Hamish Thomson

Bob Tilley
Beth Von Seggern
Cameron Weber

Bill Zeedyk
Suzanne Zeedyk

Bill Zenger

  
   See lots more photos of this and other restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!

http://abq.nmwildlife.org/
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Quivira Coalition’s 2014 Annual Conference
NOVEMBER 12-14, 2014, Albuquerque
This year’s annual Quivira Coalition conference focuses on the growing regenera-
tive agriculture movement, which aims to restore soil, land, and communities to 
health via naturally renewing processes. The first day of the conference features 
an all-day workshop on collaborative wetland restoration in the Southwest, led by 
AWF board member Bill Zeedyk and including a presentation on AWF’s work by 
Vice-President Kristina Fisher. For more information and to register: 
http://quiviracoalition.org/2014_Quivira_Conference/

Wilderness First Aid for Day Hikers
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2014
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER (PEEC), Los Alamos, NM
This wilderness first aid class will lay the groundwork for how to help someone in need of first aid. It will also 
cover how to deal with specific problems on the trail such as dehydration, altitude sickness, heatstroke, and 
hypothermia. Participants should bring a sack lunch. Cost: $70. More information: 
https://peecla.z2systems.com/np/clients/peecla/event.jsp?event=5055

AWF’s Century of Citizen Conservation
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2014, 2:00 p.m.
Cerrillos Hills State Park Visitor Center
Phil Carter and Kristina Fisher will provide a presentation on the AWF’s founding, 
history, and its ongoing legacy. 
More info: http://www.cerrilloshills.org/events/awf-celebrates-100

   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

Interested in serving on the AWF board? 
Nominate yourself at the December 11, 2014 

annual meeting and potluck! 

Interested in serving on the AWF board? 
Nominate yourself at the December 11, 2014 

annual meeting and potluck! 
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The Santa Fe New Mexican, Thursday, October 30, 2014

Judge fast-tracks stream commission 
case as funding deadline nears
By Ed Moreno
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/judge-
fast-tracks-stream-commission-case-as-funding-deadline-nears/
article_4b4220cb-6241-5373-b7a1-75315ddfc6f2.html?_
dc=624556290218.6066

With an impending deadline at year’s end and a federal allo-
cation of at least $34 million for Gila River water projects at 
stake, a state district judge on Thursday ordered a fast-track 
process for determining whether a New Mexico Interstate 
Stream Commission subcommittee violated the state Open 
Meetings Act during deliberations on the projects.

A week ago, state District Judge Raymond Ortiz of Santa Fe 
issued a temporary restraining order preventing the com-
mission from taking any action related to the Gila River. 
That order was based on allegations by a former director 
of the Interstate Stream Commission who claims the body 
made a number of decisions without posting a meeting 
agenda or announcing any decisions that were made.

A hearing on the restraining order is set for Nov. 12. In the 
meantime, the commission and Norman Gaume, the former 
director, will have the ability to take depositions and seek 
documents.

Gaume, a retired engineer in Santa Fe, is among a number 
of people vehemently opposed to construction of a water 
diversion and reservoir project in the Gila River Basin. He 
researched documents and minutes to lay the foundation 
for his assertion that a “Gila committee” was more involved 
in developing possible alternatives than just serving in an 
advisory capacity.

During the hearing, Ortiz accepted a revised version of the 
original restraining order that allows the commission to 
continue ongoing operations. But the order states that “the 
defendants be restrained from taking any action based in 
whole or part on decisions, actions or selections that were 
themselves in violation of the act.”

Commission attorney Keitha Leonard said the agency would 
challenge whether the Open Meetings Act was violated at 
all.

“There is no evidence that would support the plaintiffs’ 
allegations that the commission’s Gila committee met in se-

cret,” she said, “or that it was supposed to be a publicly 
noticed meeting every time that the committee met, 
and that the Gila committee made these ‘subsidiary 
decisions’ that then the commission relied on.”

She also emphasized that a Dec. 31 deadline for 
tapping federal funds for a river diversion has been 
known for a decade and that there is no time to finish 
the work.

Gaume’s lawyer, Brian Egolf, reminded those in the 
courtroom that the commission “also has known for 
10 years, and if there have been violations of the Open 
Meetings Act, the consequences are the result of the 
[commission’s] own conduct. This is nothing that the 
plaintiff has caused.”

Anthony Gutierrez, a Grant County planner who 
chairs the Gila-San Francisco Commission, said a 
four-county region has at least four projects that de-
pend on construction of one of more river diversions.

The Arizona Water Settlements Act was passed 10 
years ago to fulfill an agreement that allowed New 
Mexico to retain specified amounts of water in ex-
change for the Gila Tribe in Arizona receiving water 
from the Central Arizona Project.

Under the terms of the law, New Mexico was entitled 
to $66 million for various projects that do not include 
a substantial diversion project. But if New Mexico 
chose to build a diversion, the federal government 
would grant additional funds up to $62 million. The 
funds will be provided only if the decision is made by 
Dec. 31, 2014.

Estimates of construction of a diversion have reached 
$1 billion.



TAKE ACTION TO
SAVE THE GILA!
Email Governor Martinez and ask her to support cost-effective, non-diversion alternatives to protect the 
wild Gila River and secure New Mexico’s water future:
http://org.salsalabs.com/o/2167/p/dia/action3/common/public/?action_KEY=16608

Read Norm Gaume’s analysis of the flaws in the diversion plan: 
http://protectthegila.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/20140725-Reclamation-Report-Review-Comments-2.pdf
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AWF BOARD 2014
OFFICERS
President – Michael Scialdone
Vice President – Kristina G. Fisher
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Toby Rosenblatt

DIRECTORS
Stephen Bohannon
Kurt Menke
Dennis Muirhead
Glenda Muirhead
Bob Tilley
Kristin Van Fleet
Bill Zeedyk

Congratulations to 
AWF Board Members 
Stephen Bohannon & 
Kristin Van Fleet on 

their marriage!



AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student (under 18) ___
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               T-shirt & Shipping:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

Along with becoming a member, you can support AWF’s 
work by purchasing one of our Valles Caldera commemo-
rative T-shirts, designed by graphic artist and AWF board 
member Stephen Bohannon. It is printed on an organic 
cotton shirt and available in sizes S, M, L, & XL.

Price: $25    Shipping: $5

To order, mail in the form below or email your order to:
abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation has survived and thrived for a full century thanks to the dedication and gen-
erosity of generations of members who responded to the call to contribute. We encourage you to join this proud 
legacy by becoming a contributing member and helping support AWF’s restoration service projects, monthly con-
servation education presentations, and this year’s special 100th anniversary events.

MAKE THE NEXT 100 YEARS POSSIBLE: 
JOIN THE ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION!


