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“Good Fences Make Good Neighbors”
Robert Frost’s poem “Mending Wall,” written the year
AWF was founded, explores and questions the need for
walls and fences between neighbors with differing land
uses. It opens, “Something there is that doesn’t love a wall,”
buts ends with the line: “Good fences make good neighbors.”
I’ve been thinking of this poem lately as competing interests have gone to war over fences on public lands here
in New Mexico. The latest battle began in the summer of
2014, when the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service listed the
New Mexico meadow jumping mouse as endangered. This
species of mouse can leap ten times the length of its body,
and it is semi-aquatic, living only along streams. Today,
the meadow jumping mouse has been eliminated from
70-80% of its historic range, and the main threat to its
continued existence is cattle grazing, which can destroy
its riparian habitat.
Which brings us to the conflict. As soon as the mouse was
listed as endangered, federal biologists began working on
a plan to protect its critical habitat by building fences to
keep cattle away from streambanks in designated areas.
In October 2014, a consortium of ranchers filed a lawsuit
to stop the fences from going up. They claimed that their
grazing permits gave them a right to access the water, and
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argued that the fences destroyed this property right. A
federal court denied the ranchers’ request for an injunction to stop the fences, but the conflict has raged on.
On April 15 of this year, the Fish and Wildlife Service finalized a critical habitat designation of about 190 miles of
rivers and streams in Arizona, Colorado and New Mexico. In response, 50 of New Mexico’s 112 state legislators
signed a letter to State Engineer Tom Blaine, asking him
to use his authority as the state’s water manager to stop the
U.S. Forest Service from fencing off habitat for the mouse
in the Lincoln and Santa Fe National Forests.
Although ranchers view the fences as barriers blocking
the unimpeded grazing access they have enjoyed for many
years, the fences are the best tool we have to ensure the
long-term survival of this unique species (and the ecosystem that it depends on). When it comes to our multi-use
public lands, there are times and places where fences are
the only way that neighbors with competing interests can
coexist.

Kristina G. Fish er
AW F President

ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION, EST. 1914 • THE PINE CONE, MAY 2016

MAY 12, 2016 MEETING: Ray Powell
Thursday, May 12, 2016, 7:30 pm
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House
1600 5th Street Northwest
Topic: Urgent Issues Facing New Mexico’s Public Lands
At this month’s meeting, former New Mexico Land Commissioner Ray Powell will provide updates on urgent issues facing New Mexico’s public lands,
such as the effort to establish new wilderness areas in the state, continuing
controversies over proposals to transfer federal public lands to the states or
to private interests, and the growing movements to ban animal killing contests and trapping on New Mexico’s public lands.

Speaker Bio: Ray Powell
Ray Powell served as New Mexico Land Commissioner from 1993-2002
and 2010-2014. He is a native of Albuquerque and received his Bachelor’s
degree in Anthropology and Biology, and a Master’s degree in Botany and
Plant Ecology from the University of New Mexico. Ray earned his doctorate
in Veterinary Medicine from Tufts University, with an emphasis in wildlife
medicine. Ray has worked with Dr. Jane Goodall as Director of the Four
Corners States Region of The Jane Goodall Institute for Wildlife, Research,
Education, and Conservation. He worked to create service-learning opportunities for young leaders that benefitted animals, communities, and the
natural world. From 1996-98, Ray served as the president of the Western
States Land Commissioners Association, working closely with federal cabinet members, governors, members of Congress, and tribal leaders to improve public policy on trust lands nationwide.

Directions to the Meeting:
The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th and
Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.
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MAY 20-22, 2016 SERVICE PROJECT: Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
LOCATION: Rio Mora National Wildlife Refuge near Las Vegas, NM
THE PROJECT: This month, AWF volunteers will return to one of our
favorite project sites: the Rio Mora National Wildlife Refuge (formerly the
Wind River Ranch), established in 2012 to protect and restore riparian
and grassland habitat. AWF volunteers have participated in restoration
activities here for many years. This year, we will continue our work handbuilding rock restoration structures to help hold water on the landscape
and improve the habitat for the resident frogs, snakes, birds, and beavers.
As a special treat, Bill Zeedyk has invited project volunteers to visit his
home in nearby Sapello, NM on Sunday afternoon after we wrap up our
work. Bill’s property includes a Gambles Oak woodland, Ponderosa Pine
forest, a hayfield, Manuelitas Creek, active beaver ponds, and views of
snow-capped mountains up the valley.
SCHEDULE: Friday, May 20 – Sunday, May 22
GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping. For the
work, don’t forget gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, and
sunscreen. Warm clothes for the evenings and plenty of water are essential.
FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to share for
the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday dinner,
Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!
TO SIGN UP: Contact Kristina at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

2016 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

AWF BOARD 2016

March 12...............Day project at Valle de Oro
April 15-17............Cebolla Canyon near Grants, NM
May 20-22.............Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
June 17-19.............Valles Caldera I
July 22-24..............Valles Caldera II
August 19-21..........Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM
September 9-11......Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
October 8..............Day project on Glorieta Mesa
October 15............Day project in the Sandia Mountains

OFFICERS
President – Kristina G. Fisher
Vice President – Cameron Weber
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Toby Rosenblatt
DIRECTORS
Stephen Bohannon
Phil Carter
Dennis Muirhead
Glenda Muirhead
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Bob Tilley
Kristin Van Fleet
Bill Zeedyk
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RECAP OF APRIL 15-17, 2016 RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECT

Thanks, Volu nteers!
Stephen Bohannon
Peter Callen
Christian P Dorko
Dennis Muirhead
Glenda Muirhead
Al Papillon
Toby Rosenblatt
Tamara Saimons
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Sue Small
Hamish Thomson
Bob Tilley
Kristin Van Fleet
Cameron Weber
Bill Zeedyk

Volunteers Build 30 Rock Structures in Trying Conditions
Ah, New Mexico in the spring. Flowers start to bloom, things start to green
up, allergies go crazy, and the weather goes nuts.
AWF has been organizing projects in Cebolla Canyon near the El Malpais National Monument for over 15 years now. Our mountain projects
like Valles Caldera or Limestone Canyon obviously lend better to summer
months, and in the past, Cebolla in May has been too hot, so it has become our April project. But it is still located at 7,400 feet in elevation off
of the central high plains, meaning April can be dicey. We have had some
interesting weather experiences there previously, but this year was an extra
special treat.

We knew it was coming – the “omega” storm as it was called because of
its shape across the country. Still twelve volunteers made it out and ready
to work. On Saturday morning, we had a late breakfast to let some of the
chill pass and then headed up the valley. Bill Zeedyk, our wise mentor, was
there to guide the work. A persistent wind blew “styrofoam” snow sideways
pretty much the entire day. Fortunately it was dry snow instead of rain or
likely no work would have been done. Instead, the best way to beat the cold
was to bundle up and work. By the time we decided to gather up supplies
and head up the valley for a tour to see how well previous volunteer work
was doing, 30 structures had been built and two very large piles of rock had
been used up.

See lots more photos of this and other restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!
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RECAP OF APRIL 15-17, 2016 RESTORATION PROJECT, CONTINUED

The tour up the valley was astonishing. Twenty years ago, the BLM acquired the private lands up Cebolla Valley,
including Cebolla Spring, which at the time was a cow-battered mud-hole. The first restoration effort was simply to
fence of the spring to protect it. Gene Tatum, past President of AWF, and his wife Pat Hester worked for the BLM
at the time and spent many weekends out at Cebolla maintaining the fence. Slowly but surely, the mud-hole transformed into a wetland, complete with sedges, rushes, and cattails.
Ever since, AWF has returned out to Cebolla annually to add to what has been done. Much of the work has focused
on keeping the water in the valley bottom instead of being diverted into a ditch dug by homesteaders to drain the
wetlands back in the 1930s. Old “burrito” dams we built years ago are submerged in water and wetland soil. Every
year the wetlands expand as additional water is held by land that is getting healthier and better able to act as a
sponge. Despite the weekend’s trials, it was worthwhile to see the continuing payoff of the work done at this special
place.
Next year the Cebolla Project likely won’t be in April. Of course, the April weekend following this project was sunny
with highs in the 60’s. In other words, a perfect weekend for doing restoration work...

-Scial
AW F Projects Leader
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
Build a Wildlife Drinker at Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge

SATURDAY, MAY 7, 2016
VOLUNTEERS FOR THE OUTDOORS
Help build a permanent naturalistic drinker for thirsty wildlife in the hilly
eastern part of the Sevillita Wildlife Refuge. To construct the new drinker,
volunteers will line a shallow 12 by 18-foot depression with landscaping
fabric and cover the surface with rocks embedded in concrete. The large
surface and gently slopped edges of this virtual pond will accommodate
numerous reptiles, birds, and mammals.
For more information: http://nmvfo.org/projects/2016-sevilleta-national-wildlife-refuge/

Plant Trees in the Valles Caldera with WildEarth Guardians

SATURDAY, MAY 14, 2016, 9:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
SATURDAY, JUNE 4, 2016, 9:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Join WildEarth Guardians to plant native riparian vegetation along Jaramillo Creek in the Valles Caldera. The
trees and shrubs will help improve water quality and wildlife habitat for keystone species like beaver. For more
information, email Amy at: apaloranta@wildearthguardians.org.

Pecos Wilderness Volunteer Service Projects

SATURDAY, MAY 7, 2016
SUNDAY, MAY 15, 2016
SATURDAY, JUNE 11, 2016
NEW MEXICO WILDERNESS ALLIANCE
Join the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance and the Santa Fe National Forest for several
volunteer projects in the Pecos Wilderness focused on improving and re-routing a section of the popular Windsor Trail.
For more information: http://www.nmwild.org/events-outings

High School Students: Apply for a Summer Job at the Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge!
APPLICATIONS DUE MAY 30, 2016

Students between ages 15-18 are eligible to apply for full-time summer
positions at the Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge in Albuquerque’s South Valley. Employment will last 10 weeks, from June 6-August 12, 2016 and work
is 40 hours per week at $8.75 per hour. Great opportunity to spend your
summer working, learning and earning in the outdoors, building skills, and
making a difference for wildlife and the environment!

For more info and to apply: https://www.fws.gov/nwrs/threecolumn.aspx?id=2147587839

Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

MAKE THE NEXT 100 YEARS POSSIBLE:
JOIN THE ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION!
The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation has survived and thrived for over a century thanks to the dedication and
generosity of generations of members. We encourage you to join this proud legacy by becoming a contributing
member and helping support AWF’s restoration service projects, monthly environmental education presentations,
and other special events.
Along with becoming a member, you can support AWF’s
work by purchasing one of our Valles Caldera commemorative T-shirts, designed by graphic artist and AWF board
member Stephen Bohannon. It is printed on an organic
cotton shirt and available in sizes S, M, L, & XL.

Get one while they last - supplies are limited!
Price: $20 Shipping: $5

To order, mail in the form below or email your order to:
abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154
r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!

r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________
address:___________________________________________________________________________________________
city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________
phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________
r Student (under 18) ___ $10
r Individual __________ $25
r Family _____________ $35
r Sustaining __________ $50-99
r Patron _____________ $100
r Lifetime ____________ $500 (one-time payment)

Dues: $___________
Extra Contribution: $___________
T-shirt & Shipping: $___________
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $___________

