THE PINE CONE
Official Newsletter of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation

March 2017
Learning to Read the Landscape
On a brisk, clear Saturday in late February, AWF board
members gathered at Cedro Creek near the Tijeras ranger
station. We were there to walk part of the watershed with
Bill Zeedyk and learn more about how to read the landscape.
What is going on in this ecosystem? Is it functioning well,
or if not, how has it been damaged? And, most importantly, where are there opportunities to repair and restore it?
During our monthly ecological restoration service projects, AWF volunteers travel to many different sites across
the state and put these principles into action. We build
structures from rocks and posts that either prevent damage, like stopping a headcut from draining a wet meadow, or begin to restore past damage, such as by gradually
building up the beds of incised channels. These structures
help store water on the landscape, bringing back wetlands
and improving wildlife habitat.
Usually AWF brings in expert consultants, like Bill (who
is also a longtime board member) to evaluate the site,
plan out the project, and mark where structures should
be built. However, as part of our strategic planning process last year, we decided that this was one important area
where AWF needed to grow: deepening our own knowledge of how to design effective restoration projects, and
then spreading that understanding to more of our volunteers and members.
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So the AWF board walked along Cedro Creek, looking at
structures our group had built in past years and discussing why some had worked and others failed. We looked
deeply at the stream system, identifying high water marks
and the alluvial fans of sediment coming in from tributaries – potential opportunities to capture that sediment and
put it to work restoring the eroded streambed. We talked
about what types of structures work best in which locations. And we discussed why it is so important to restore
lost wetlands: wetland plants provide as much as ten times
the forage for wildlife as upland vegetation, and they are
an earlier and more reliable food source.
In the end, this training day will help us be better leaders of the volunteers who come out on AWF’s restoration
projects (which start up again next month!). We are deeply grateful to Bill for sharing his time and wisdom with us,
as he has for so many years, and we are excited to build
on this initial training day with many more opportunities
to teach the AWF community about the principles and
practice of restoration. After all, the more of us who know
how to read a landscape and identify opportunities to heal
it, the bigger our impact will be. We hope you will join us
out on the land in the coming months!

Kristina G. Fish er
AW F President
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APRIL 1, 2017 SERVICE PROJECT: Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge
LOCATION: Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge in the South Valley
of Albuquerque
THE PROJECT: Join AWF for our first volunteer project of the 2017 season! We will be partnering with WildEarth Guardians and New Mexico
Volunteers for the Outdoors on this project at the Valle de Oro National
Wildlife Refuge.
Valle de Oro was once a working dairy farm, and it is now one of the nation’s newest wildlife refuges. In preparation for lots of habitat restoration
work over the coming months and years, volunteers will be planting cottonwood and willow seedlings and assisting with other needs around the
refuge (e.g., pulling weeds, trail maintenance, clean-up around the main
building and around the refuge).
SCHEDULE: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Saturday, April 1, 2017.
GEAR: For this project, you will need gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants,
sturdy boots, and sunscreen. Bring layers as the day may start off cool and
warm up towards lunch.
FOOD: Please bring a lunch, snack, and plenty of water/fluids.

TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com or 505-480-2906.
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

2017 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

AWF BOARD 2017

April 1...................Day project at Valle de Oro

OFFICERS
President – Kristina G. Fisher
Vice President – Cameron Weber
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Toby Rosenblatt

April 28-30.............Cebolla Canyon near Grants, NM
May 12-14...............Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
June 9-11................ Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM
July 14-16................Valles Caldera I
August 11-13...........Valles Caldera II
September 8-10.......Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
October 14.............Day project in the Sandia Mountains

DIRECTORS
Braden Belliveau
Stephen Bohannon
Phil Carter
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Bob Tilley
Kristin Van Fleet
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus
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Thanks to our renewed and lifetime members!
Your dues make AWF’s volunteer restoration projects and monthly educational presentations possible.
If you haven’t yet renewed your membership for 2017, it’s not too late! Just complete the membership form on
the last page of this newsletter or on our website (abq.nmwildlife.org).

Arnold Atkins

Laurie Marnell

Gail Baker

Cliff & Joyce Mendel

Floy J. Barrett

Dennis & Glenda Muirhead

Braden Belliveau

Peter O’Brien

Stephen Bohannon & Kristin Van Fleet

Bob Nordstrum

Howard & Misako Bradley

Alaina Pershall

Phil Carter & Kristina G. Fisher

Amelia Pratt

Beverly deGruyter

Shantini Ramakrishnan

John R. & Helene Dickel

Toby Rosenblatt

Larry Dwyer

Michael “Scial” Scialdone

Conor Flynn

Warren Scoggins

Steve Glass

Virginia Seiser

Amanda Harper

Susan Selbin

Laura Harper

Linda Sheldon

Jim Hickerson

Tammy Staley

Jim & Marjorie Hubert

Heidi Strickfaden

Bill Zenger

Marilynn Szydlowski

Dick D. Kreiner

Gene Tatum & Pat Hester

Ron & Ellen Loehman

Bob Tilley

Richard E. Leonard

Art Vollmer

Nat & Gail Mariner

Cameron Weber
Bill Zeedyk & Mary Maulsby
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2017 NEW MEXICO LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
From the time of our founding by Aldo Leopold, AWF has encouraged its members to be informed about policies
that affect wildlife and wild lands, and to advocate for good management practices. While there is a great deal
happening at the national level, as we often report in these newsletters, we also want to highlight the legislation
related to wildlife and natural resources being considered by the New Mexico legislature during the 2017 session.
Members of the public are always welcome to attend legislative committee hearings and express their support for
or opposition to a bill. If you are interested in following the progress of a particular bill, there is a bill-tracking
feature available on the legislature’s website at: http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/roundhouse/
and you can find contact information for your legislators at:
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Members/Find_My_Legislator
This year’s 60-day legislative session ends at noon on Saturday, March 18, 2017.
House Bill 24
Representatives Candy Ezzell & Bill McCamley
Creates a “state trust lands restoration fund” to fund
restoration projects on state trust lands.
House Bill 58, Representative Nate Gentry &
Senator Daniel Ivey-Soto
Creates a standardized rulemaking process for all state
agencies.
House Bill 92, Representative Alonzo Baldonado
Increases penalties for violations of Game & Fish laws.
House Bill 109, Representative Garcia Richard
Give NM Department of Health flexibility in requiring
euthanasia of a wild animal that bites a human.
House Bill 145, Representative Gomez
Requires the state to compensate landowners for damage caused by big game.
House Bill 254, Representative McQueen
Senate Bill 157, Senator Wirth
Changes how NM Game Commission members are
appointed, making 4 of the 7 members legislative rather than gubernatorial appointees.
House Bill 292, Representative Martinez
Prohibits the sale, lease, transfer, or other use of state
trust land for a wall along the U.S.-Mexico border.
House Bill 333, Representative Townsend
Increases hunting licenses, permits, and tags to reduce
the size of elk herds on federal lands where livestock
grazing has been reduced.

House Bill 371, Representative Fajardo
Increases penalties for lying to the NM Environment
Department about water pollution.
House Bill 406, Representative Brown
Defines nuclear power as “renewable energy.”
House Bill 418, Representative Armstrong
Creates additional requirements for diversions of water over 35 miles beyond the water’s “area of origin.”
House Bill 446, Representative Ferrary
Gives the NM Game and Fish Department jursidiction
over wild horses.
House Bill 472, Representative Sweetser
Prohibits the federal government from acquiring
rights to water for livestock on public lands and declares that public land users have a right to access water for livestock on public lands.
House Joint Memorial 3
Representative Maestas Barnes
Asks the U.S. Forest Service to protect access for traditional land users in making wilderness designations.
House Joint Memorial 5, Representative Lente
Requests the BLM to issue a temporary moratorium
on oil and gas drilling near Chaco Canyon.
House Memorial 70, Representative Lente
Senate Memorial 103, Senators Lopez & Pinto
Asks the BLM not to lease lands around Chaco Canyon until they consult with local tribes.
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE CONTINUED
Senate Bill 70, Senator Sanchez
Provides free state park passes to New Mexicans over
the age of 65.
Senate Bill 81
Senator Stewart & Representative Chasey
Prohibits the trafficking of protected animal species,
and authorizes enforcement by any commissioned
New Mexico law enforcement officer.
Senate Bill 215, Senator Wirth
Creates financing mechanism for water and energy
projects.
Senate Bill 230
Exempts pesticide tanks used for crop dusting from
the Hazardous Waste Act and the Ground Water Protection Act.
Senate Bill 246, Senator Stefanics
Makes hunting, fishing, and trapping licenses valid
for a full year from date of purchase.
Senate Bill 266, Senator Steinborn
Requires the NM Game Commission to “manage all
wildlife as a public resource for all New Mexicans.”
Senate Bill 267, Senator Steinborn
Places coyotes and skunks under the management of
the Game Commission, rather than allowing unregulated killing of these species.
Senate Bill 268, Senators Steinborn & Moores
Prohibits coyote killing contests in New Mexico.
Senate Bill 284, Senator Woods
Gives the NM Livestock Board authority to dispose
of any horse that trespasses onto private property.

Senate Bill 364, Senator Ingle
Allows the governor, attorney general, and state land
commissioner to weigh in regarding whether a proposed national monument is “the smallest area
necessary” to accomplish its goals.
Senate Bill 375, Senator Morales
Increases royalties for oil and gas development on
state trust lands and requires publication of information on natural gas venting, flaring, and leaks.
Senate Bill 481, Senator Burt
Directs Game & Fish Department to study social and
economic costs of listing endangered species.
Senate Joint Memorial 3, Senator Pirtle
Requests the federal government to transfer 860 acres
from the Lincoln National Forest to the Department
of Interior for the benefit of the Mescalero Apaches.
Senate Joint Memorial 4, Senator Stewart
Supports a voluntary statewide pollinator-friendly
plant labeling project.
Senate Joint Resolution 8, Senator Rue
Allows federal and state law enforcement officers
to enforce both state and federal law on Petroglyph
Monument and the Valles Caldera.
Senate Joint Resolution 15, Senator Munoz
Proposes an amendment to the NM constitution creating a right for New Mexicans to hunt and fish.
Senate Memorial 70, Senator Stefanics
Study water management in the Santa Fe watershed.
Senate Memorial 100, Senator Campos
Create dialogue on future of trapping in New Mexico.

Senate Bill 286, Senator Campos
Bans trapping and poisoning of wildlife on public
lands in New Mexico.

Senate Memorial 117, Senator Munoz
Urges the State Engineer to reject a proposed transfer
of water out of the San Augustin Plains.

Senate Bill 307, Senator Martinez
Updates the penalties for violating provisions of the
1935 Oil & Gas Act.

Senate Memorial 119, Senator Steinborn
Study the creation of an Office of Outdoor Recreation.

Senate Bill 340, Senator Morales
Requires legislative approval of expenditures for the
Gila River diversion project.

Senate Memorial 124, Senator Burt
Study use of public funds for watershed restoration.
Senate Memorial 130, Senator Steinborn
Invites the Outdoor Retailer Show to New Mexico.
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
How To Rehabilitate Wild Birds

TUESDAY, MARCH 7, 2017, 7:00 p.m.
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER, Los Alamos
Join local rehabbers Sally Fitzgibbon, Carol Taschek, and Jo Ferdinand for a presentation about how to care for injured birds. With over 15 years of experience,
they will share the art of rehabilitating birds in Los Alamos, they will share rescue
stories and explain how you can support their efforts. For more information:
http://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=17979

Extended Hours at Valles Caldera National Preserve

MARCH 11, 2017, 9:00 a.m.-9:30 p.m.
Valles Caldera National Preserve will be offering extended hours
for winter recreation on Saturday, March 11th. The Valle Grande
Entrance Station and a contact station positioned among historic
cabins will be open and available for warming. The Valle Grande
Bookstore, managed by Los Amigos de Valles Caldera, will be renting snowshoes and poles and selling gifts and books. Visitors of all
ages are welcome to snowshoe, ski, hike, as well as, experiment
with night photography and tell stories around a fire.

Carlsbad Caverns Service Project

SATURDAY, MARCH 18, 2017, 7:00 a.m.
NEW MEXICO WILDERNESS ALLIANCE, Carlsbad, NM
Help improve recreational opportunities in Carlsbad Caverns National Park by rehabilitating the Yucca Canyon
Trail. The Yucca Canyon Trail is in need of brush cutting, tread and drainage work, and some step repair and construction. The Yucca Canyon Trail ascends Guadalupe Ridge from the surrounding Chihuahuan desert grasslands.
From the top, far-reaching views extend across the Permian Basin. Fossils abound on this scenic canyon hike,
hinting at the past life of this ancient rock formation - a barrier reef during the Permian Period. For more info:
http://www.nmwild.org/events-outings/46-carlsbad-caverns-service-project?date=2017-03-18-00-00

Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

JOIN US!

Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation
The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.
Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members.
If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by
becoming a member or renewing your membership.

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154
r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!

r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________
address:___________________________________________________________________________________________
city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________
phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________
r Student (under 18) ___ $10
r Individual __________ $25
r Family _____________ $35
r Sustaining __________ $50-99
r Patron _____________ $100
r Lifetime ____________ $500 (one-time payment)

Dues: $___________
Extra Contribution: $___________
T-shirt & Shipping: $___________
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $___________

