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On the Wagon Mound Ranch last September, several 
black-footed ferrets were released into the wild.

Black-footed ferrets once inhabited the Great Plains 
and Rocky Mountains from southern Canada to north-
ern Mexico, but their numbers plummeted during the 
last century due to habitat loss and destruction of the 
prairie dogs that are their primary food. By 1979, the 
ferrets were thought to be extinct, but a small colony 
was discovered and the last 18 animals were taken into 
captivity in 1987. A successful breeding program was 
launched, and now there are about 300 black-footed 
ferrets in captivity. Their offspring have been reintro-
duced throughout their historic territory, and there are 
now about 300-400 ferrets living in the wild.

As of this spring’s count, at least three of them are here 
in New Mexico on the Wagon Mound Ranch.

There is a reason why I am telling you this before I re-
mind you that, last month, the United Nations released 
a heart-wrenching report detailing how human actions 
have placed one million species at risk of extinction in 
the very near future. The sheer scale of the extinction 
crisis is overwhelming, and that creates a barrier to ad-
dressing it. If you focus on the loss of a million species, 
the magnitude of that loss will make you feel powerless, 
and you will do nothing to stop it. After all, how do we 
even begin to save a million species?

We begin with one. 

Greg Moore, who has owned the 25,000-acre Wagon 
Mound Ranch since 1971, realized three years ago that 
his land needed black-footed ferrets to keep the popu-
lation of 6,000 prairie dogs in check. So he reached out 
to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the New Mexico 
Game & Fish Department, and now an endangered 
species is back on the landscape here in New Mexico.

It isn’t easy, but it is very possible to save a species. 
When our founder Aldo Leopold wrote AWF’s first 
motto, “remember the buffalo,” it seemed likely that 
the American bison would go the way of the passenger 
pigeon. But they didn’t. With care, effort, and dedicat-
ed attention, bald eagles and osprey have come back, 
wolves have returned to the mountains, and humpback 
whales are still singing in the seas. 

The best way to solve an intractable problem is to be-
come so busy doing something about it that you forget 
how intractable it is. There is so much we can do to 
improve habitat in our own backyards, make space for 
wildlife to move across the landscape, support conser-
vation groups working on the frontlines, and demand 
the enactment and enforcement of public policies that 
preserve biodiversity. Every species we save from the 
one million at risk matters. The more species we pre-
serve, the more we will have to seed the future. 

The Hope is in Our Hands
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Thursday, June 13, 2019, 7:30 pm
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House 
1600 5th Street Northwest

Topic: Mapping New Mexico’s Wetlands
The New Mexico Wetlands Program at the New Mexico Environment De-
partment aims to protect and restore New Mexico’s remaining wetlands 
and riparian areas and to increase self-sustaining, naturally functioning 
wetlands areas so they continue to benefit New Mexico’s future. The staff 
of the Wetlands Program is in the process of mapping all of our state’s wet-
lands. Emile Sawyer will give an overview of this project.

New Mexico has lost at least 30% of its original pre-European settlement 
wetlands resources. A large scale effort directed at their restoration and 
protection could improve essential ecosystem services in our watersheds, 
such as groundwater recharge, streamflow maintenance, flood attenuation, 
climate change mitigation, clean drinking water, and more. Despite all of 
the alteration and destruction of wetlands resources, Mr. Sawyer’s team es-
timates that New Mexico has about 1 million acres of wetlands remaining.

Members of this project are undertaking a U.S. EPA Level I mapping and 
classification effort using remote sensing, image interpretation techniques, 
collateral GIS data, and best professional judgment. The target wetlands of 
this project are those with little to no National Wetlands Inventory data. 
The project aims to aid in the evaluation of resource conditions and the de-
velopment of water quality standards for New Mexico wetlands resources.

Speaker: Emile Sawyer, New Mexico Environment Dept.
Emile Sawyer is a Wetlands Program Project Officer at the New Mexico 
Environment Department and an Environmental Scientist/Specialist with 
the Surface Water Quality Bureau. He has an M.S. in Hydrogeology from 
the University of Nevada, Reno. He has experience in ground water and 
surface water quality modeling, field monitoring and sampling, and eco-
logical restoration oversight. Mr. Sawyer has begun his third Mapping and 
Classification project and is looking forward to a completed wetlands geo-
spatial layer by 2024.

Directions to the Meeting:
The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th 
and Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.

JUNE 13, 2019 MEETING: Emile Sawyer, NM Environment Dept.
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2019 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 2..................Day project at Valle de Oro
March 15-17............Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
April 19-21..............Wolf Creek, Ft. Union, NM
May 17-19...............Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
June 7-9..................Valles Caldera
July 19-21................Valle Vidal
August 16-18...........Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM 
Aug 30-Sept 1..........Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
September 20-22.....Cebolla Canyon near Grants, NM
October 19.............Day project at Cedro Creek

JUNE 7-9, 2019 SERVICE PROJECT: Valles Caldera

IMPORTANT: Because access to the Valles Caldera is tightly regulated 
by the Park Service, we are already at maximum capacity for vehicles 
at the campsite. Any volunteers who have not already signed up for 
this project must be willing to leave their vehicles at the Valles Caldera 
headquarters and be shuttled to camp (about 2 miles down the road). 

LOCATION: Valles Caldera National Preserve. Please note that children 
are welcome but no pets are permitted on the Preserve. 

THE PROJECT: We will be partnering with Los Amigos de Valles Caldera 
to build rock restoration structures.

SCHEDULE: Friday, June 7 – Sunday, June 9
Volunteers are always welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or 
camp for just one of the two nights.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping. For the 
work, don’t forget gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, and 
sunscreen. We may be working in wet areas, so bring waterproof boots 
and a extra change of socks and shoes. Rain gear, warm clothes for the 
evenings and plenty of water are essential.
 

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and bi-
son or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to share for 
the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday dinner, 
Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Contact Kristina at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.
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RECAP OF MAY 17-19, 2019 RIO MORA RESTORATION PROJECT

During our May project, a large and hard-working team of volunteers from 
AWF, Denver Community College, and Wildlands Restoration Volunteers 
constructed 16 sizeable one-rock dams, a rock layback, and a large Zuni 
bowl in the Petroglyph drainage of Rio Mora National Wildlife Refuge. Most 
of the one-rock dams we built were new layers added to structures that AWF 
volunteers first built in 2015. These dams have been highly effective at slow-
ing the water, catching sediment, growing vegetation, and stabilizing the bed 
of the canyon. This year’s work will help gradually raise that streambed and 
hold more water on the landscape. Kudos as always to Shantini, Meagan, 
and all the amazing staff at Rio Mora, who stockpiled literal tons of rock and 
made all this work possible.

In the late afternoon, we walked down the canyon to look at structures that 
were built by AWF in 2007-2008. These structures have created a series of 
ponds, growing rushes and other wetland vegetation and greatly enhancing 
habitat for birds, frogs, and other wildlife. As Bill Zeedyk put it, “It looks 
like we have reversed the trend. Once it stops getting worse, it starts getting 
better. We are saving water. My fantasy would be to know how much carbon 
we sequester over time as the result of increased plant growth on the sites 
we treat?” 

This project marked AWF’s first time partnering with Wildlands Restoration 
Volunteers, who provided a crew leader training the Thursday and Friday 
before the project. Trainees then led crews building structures on Saturday. 
We hope this is just the start of a lasting partnership! 

Thanks, Volunteers!
Peter Archuleta
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Heidi Strickfaden
Marietta Sullivan
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Bob Tilley
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Cameron Weber

Ben Wright
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     See lots more photos of this and other restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!

PHOTOS FROM MAY 17-19, 2019 RIO MORA RESTORATION PROJECT
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST 

Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge Community Update
THURSDAY, JUNE 6, 5:30-7:00 p.m., Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge, Albuquerque
Join Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge and its partners to learn about the latest design, development and 
construction plans for the refuge and adjacent areas. Free food, kids activities, Spanish and Sign Language 
translation will be provided. This Community Update will feature a presentation of the draft exhibit designs 
for the upcoming Visitor Center. For more info: https://www.facebook.com/events/2252859938132193/

Solitude Monitoring in Cibola National Forest Wilderness Areas 
SUNDAY, JUNE 9 & SUNDAY, JUNE 15, NEW MEXICO WILD
New Mexico Wild is seeking volunteers to conduct Solitude Monitoring in 
the Cibola National Forest Wilderness Areas. Solitude Monitoring consists of 
remaining in a particular area of the wilderness for at least four hours and 
counting the number of visitors you encounter during that period of time. 
Data collected helps the U.S. Forest Service meet stewardship goals. A brief 
training will explain the protocol and answer any questions. Contact Brennan 

Davis, NM Wild Wilderness Ranger, at brennan@nmwild.org to schedule a training and a day in the field.

Hummingbird Banding at Sevilleta
SATURDAY, JUNE 15, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
SEVILLETA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
Ann Adams, President of Amigos de la Sevilleta and permitted humming-
bird bander, will lead participants through the total process of banding 
these tiny birds. It will be a lively morning as Ann catches, bands, and 
releases whatever hummers come to the Visitors’ Center. For more info: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/3108728845819374/

Celebration of New Mexico’s Bats
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 6:30 p.m., Los Alamos
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER
Wildlife biologist and bat expert Justin Stevenson will share information about North American bats, including 
their life history, behavior, and biology. Several native bat species will be on hand, providing a unique opportu-
nity to see these beautiful and amazing mammals up-close! Free for PEEC family members and $5 per family 
for non-members. For more info: https://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=29090

Santa Fe River Summer Clean and Green
SATURDAY, JUNE 22, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., Santa Fe
SANTA FE WATERSHED ASSOCIATION
Help tackle litter, thin overgrown willow and elm trees, and remove invasive species in the Santa Fe River! Vol-
unteers will meet at either Alto Park to register for litter clean-up or Montaño Park to register for plant thinning 
at 10:00 am on Saturday, June 22. Please bring gloves, water, and wear sturdy shoes. SFWA will provide light 
snacks. For more info: https://www.facebook.com/events/851373465211763/

   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!
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AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student  ___________
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


