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Twenty Years of Mexican Gray Wolves in the Wild
Twenty years ago, in the spring of 1998, 11 Mexican gray
wolves were released into the wild in eastern Arizona. Our
native wolves had been hunted nearly to extinction by the
late 1970s, when the final five individuals were captured
alive and used to start a captive breeding program.
It took two decades to get from those initial five wolves
to the first reintroduction of the species back into their
native territory. Two decades later, their population hovers just over 100 animals, and many have been killed by
poachers or removed for preying on cattle over the years.
Despite all the time and resources invested in the recovery
of this keystone species, the success of the reintroduction
effort remains tenuous.
On the other side of the country, Red Wolves provide a
cautionary tale of how quickly things can unravel. Similar
to Mexican gray wolves, after Red Wolves were exterminated from the East Coast, a captive breeding program
was begun with the final 14 individuals in 1969. They
were reintroduced to their former range in North Carolina starting in 1992, and their numbers gradually rose to
120 animals by 2013.
But poaching and vehicle collisions took a heavy toll, and
this spring, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced
that the population had crashed to just 40 animals in the
wild. If current trends continue, Red Wolves could be extinct in the wild once again in eight years. (Another 220
exist in captivity.)
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We still have a chance to prevent our Mexican gray wolves
from facing the same fate. In April, a federal judge ruled
that the Fish and Wildlife Service must revisit its management plan and do more to protect and recover the species.
Last month, Fish and Wildlife Service personnel placed
four captive-born Mexican gray wolf pups into the dens
of wild wolves in the Gila National Forest. These “crossfostered” pups will hopefully be raised by the wild packs,
increasing the genetic diversity of the population.
Most encouraging of all, this spring the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish signed an agreement to work
with the federal government and their counterparts in
Arizona on the wolf recovery effort. While the current
New Mexico Game Commission, appointed by Republican governor Susana Martinez, has been consistently hostile to the wolf recovery effort in the state, a new governor
can appoint game commissioners who will prioritize conservation and take actions to champion the recovery of
wolves in our state.
So think of the wolves when you head to the polls this
month and in November. Your vote can help make sure
that they still roam our wild forests twenty years from
now.

Kristina G. Fish er
AW F President
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JUNE 14, 2018 MEETING: History of the Rio Grande
Thursday, June 14, 2018, 7:30 pm
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House
1600 5th Street Northwest
Topic: Natural & Legal History of the Rio Grande
Join Adrian Oglesby for a discussion of the natural and legal history of the
Rio Grande from the 1800’s up to today’s Supreme Court litigation.

Speakers: Adrian Oglesby
Adrian Oglesby is the Director of the Utton Transboundary Resources
Center at the University of New Mexico School of Law, where he earned
his law degree. Adrian has worked as a water attorney for many years,
with a focus on river and riparian restoration, agricultural preservation,
efficient water management, governmental accountability, and fish and
wildlife conservation. He has advised irrigation districts, acequias, pueblo
and tribal governments, the New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission,
farmers, environmental organizations and local water providers. Adrian
previously served as Vice-Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District.

Directions to the Meeting:
The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th
and Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.
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JUNE 22-24, 2018 SERVICE PROJECT: Midnight Meadows with Amigos Bravos
IMPORTANT NOTE: This project is contingent upon the forest not being
closed due to fire danger. At this time, the Carson National Forest is under
Stage 2 fire restrictions, but it remains open. If you RSVP to attend, we will
send out updates if anything changes.
LOCATION: Midnight Meadows in the Carson National Forest
THE PROJECT: Midnight Meadows is one of ten Wetland Jewels that our
partner organization Amigos Bravos has identified as requiring special protections and restoration priority in the Carson National Forest. We will continue our work repairing exclosures that protect this precious wetland.
SCHEDULE:
Friday, June 22 - Sunday, June 24
Volunteers are welcome to camp one or both nights, or just join us for the
Saturday workday and potluck. Kids and well-socialized dogs are welcome.
GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping. For the work,
you’ll want gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, and sunscreen. We will be camping at an altitude of over 10,000 feet, so bring layers
and warm clothes.
FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to share for
the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday dinner,
Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com or 505-480-2906.
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

2018 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

AWF BOARD 2018

March 17................Day project at Valle de Oro
April 6-8.................Wolf Creek, Ft. Union, NM
May 4-6..................Red Canyon Reserve
May 18-20...............Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
June 22-24..............Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM
July 27-29................Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM
August 10-12...........Valles Caldera
Aug 31-Sept 2..........Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
September 28-30.....Cebolla Canyon near Grants, NM
October 20.............Day project at Cedro Creek

OFFICERS
President – Kristina G. Fisher
Vice President – Cameron Weber
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Toby Rosenblatt
DIRECTORS
Shawna Ballay
Braden Belliveau
Stephen Bohannon
Phil Carter
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Bob Tilley
Kristin Van Fleet
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus
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RECAP OF MAY 2018 RED CANYON RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECT

Thanks, Volu nteers!
Lauren Bansbach
Braden Belliveau
Stephen Bohannon
Tom Byrd
Peter Callen
Phil Carter
Paul Cheng
Ghenghis Decrepiter
Linda Doherty
Kristina G. Fisher
Kim Freeman
Kirk Gadzia
Cullen Hallmark
Jamie Head
Mickey Jojok
Nina Katz
Aaron Levy
Laurie Marnell
Amelia Paradise
Maggie Parrish
Arielle Quintana
Toby Rosenblatt
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Chris Sheehan
Blake Spiekerman
Marilynn Szydlowski
Hamish Thomson
Kristin Van Fleet
Sarah Wentzel-Fisher
Ethan Withers
Zach Withers

On the first weekend in May, AWF teamed up with the Quivira Coalition
for a restoration project at the Red Canyon ranch conservation property.
Volunteers attended from near and far and enjoyed spending time at this
unique and beautiful place.

During the project, volunteers repaired fences, cleaned out wildlife drinkers, and built one-rock dams in the streambed of Red Canyon to help slow
the water and increase in-bank storage. The canyon provides important riparian habitat for wildlife, and we saw several rattlesnakes and many birds
taking advantage of it. Cullen Hallmark and Kirk Gadzia led a vegetation
survey of the property, and Maggie Parrish from the Institute for Applied
Ecology gave a presentation about about taking plant inventories and collecting native seeds. At the end of the workday, everyone enjoyed stargazing and spending time around the campfire.
The Quivira Coalition will be organizing another workday at Red Canyon
on October 5-7, 2018, and we encourage you to join them!

See lots more photos of this and other restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!
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RECAP OF MAY 2018 RIO MORA RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECT

Thanks, Volu nteers!
Claire Atkins
Lauren Bansbach
Braden Belliveau
Stephen Bohannon
David Brown
Peter Callen
Phil Carter
Paul Cheng
Dawn Cummings
Christian P. Dorko
Kristina G. Fisher
Jamie Head
David Hill
Meagan Larson
Laurie Marnell
Tim McKimmie
Kaitlyn Meissner
Imelda Mendoza
Logan Moore
Scott Mozeley
Peter O’Brien
Savanna Pierce
Shantini Ramakrishnan
Luis Ramirez
Toby Rosenblatt
Alexis Rotunda
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Heidi Strickfaden
Marilynn Szydlowski
Hamish Thomson
Bob Tilley
Alexcia Trujillo
Cameron Weber
Bill Zeedyk

Later in May, AWF volunteers were happy to return to one of our favorite
sites, the Rio Mora National Wildlife Refuge, where we teamed up with
students from the Denver Community College to build a series of restoration structures in the east branch of Falcon Canyon. This area was once a
wetland supported by an alluvial fan, but old roads cut through the fan and
drained the wetland. Our work focused on stopping the down-cutting and
re-wetting the soil so that wetland vegetation may one day return.

Shantini, Luis, and Heidi, the Denver Zoo staff who oversee the refuge,
did a fantastic job gathering, placing, and transporting rock to the worksites, which allowed the volunteers and students to build numerous sizable
structures throughout the canyon. The most impressive feat of the day was
the construction of AWF’s largest ever hand-built Zuni bowl! At the end
of the workday, Bill Zeedyk toured the structures and explained how each
of them would help heal the land and improve habitat for wildlife. Rains
arrived at the refuge the next day to give our structures their first test. We
look forward to returning next year to see the difference they have made!

See lots more photos of this and other restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!
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EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR SALE: Buy Bill’s Canoe!
Bill Zeedyk is selling a 17-foot Old Town Canoe, Green, Classic Penobsctt Style with No Keel.
Very Good Condition. $750. Call Bill at 505-454-9003 or email w.d.zeedyk@gmail.com
Restoration Project at the Gila Cliff Dwellings with the Sky Island Alliance

THURSDAY, JUNE 14-SUNDAY, JUNE 17
Sky Island Alliance is teaming up with the National Park Service and Borderlands Restoration to restore a recently-burned slope near the main ruin loop at the Monument.
Volunteers will be removing invasive plants that have moved into the site, and spreading seed to reinforce the native species that we have planted over the past few years.
The slope sits just above the riparian zone of the scenic Gila River and our efforts are
essential to make sure these fragile soils are not lost via erosion. For more info:
https://www.skyislandalliance.org/event/glia-cliff-dwellings-hillside-restoration-june-14/

Help Band Hummingbirds at Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge!

AMIGOS DE LA SEVILLETA
SATURDAY, JUNE 16, 2018, 8:00-10:00 a.m.
Join Amigos de la Sevilleta for a morning of banding hummingbirds, and learn
some fascinating facts about these tiniest birds.
For more info: https://www.facebook.com/events/2037235246306624/

Cultura y Naturaleza (Culture and Nature) Series at Los Luceros Historic Property

SUNDAY, JUNE 17, 2018, 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
From ancient pueblo settlements to Spanish colonial haciendas, Los Luceros Historic Property, located north
of Española along the Rio Grande, has provided a bountiful life for people through the centuries. This summer,
New Mexicans are invited to bring a picnic to enjoy on the banks of the Rio Grande or under the shade of the
historic apple orchard on five summer Sundays. Activities and presentations will focus on nature and the culture of New Mexico. For more info: http://nmhistoricsites.org/calendar?&eventid=3780&view=detail

Summer Family Evening at the New Mexico Wildlife Center

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27, 2018, 6:30 p.m.
Families will have a chance to learn about local habitats, responsible rehabilitation, conservation and biology, and
what to do if you find an injured wild animal. For more info: https://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=23403

Geology Tour of the Sierra Blanca Region

FRIDAY, JUNE 29-SUNDAY, JULY 1, 2018
Join the Pajarito Environmental Education Center and local geology experts Fraser and Cathy
Goff on a 3-day field trip to examine the geology and volcanology of the Sierra Blanca in
south-central New Mexico. For more info: https://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=23588

Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

JOIN US!

Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation
The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.
Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members.
If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by
becoming a member or renewing your membership.

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154
r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!

r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________
address:___________________________________________________________________________________________
city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________
phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________
r Student (under 18) ___ $10
r Individual __________ $25
r Family _____________ $35
r Sustaining __________ $50-99
r Patron _____________ $100
r Lifetime ____________ $500 (one-time payment)

Dues: $___________
Extra Contribution: $___________
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $___________

