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Ju ne 2016
Warring Over Wilderness
In this time of partisan gridlock, it was remarkable to
see the U.S. Senate recently pass a comprehensive bipartisan energy and public lands bill by a vote of 85-12.
Among many other provisions (including expanding
some fossil fuel development and permanently reauthorizing the Land and Water Conservation Fund),
the bill proposes to establish two new wilderness areas
within the Río Grande del Norte National Monument:
the 13,420-acre Cerro del Yuta (Ute Mountain) Wilderness and the 8,000-acre Rio San Antonio Wilderness.
These wilderness area designations were sponsored by
New Mexico Senators Tom Udall and Martin Heinrich
and were supported by a broad coalition of local residents and organizations. As Heinrich explained: “Designating these two new wilderness areas will complete
a national example of community-driven, landscapescale conservation that will preserve the culture, natural resources, and economy of this stunning part of
New Mexico.”
Unfortunately, not everyone agrees.
As soon as he learned of the proposed wilderness areas, New Mexico Land Commissioner Aubrey Dunn
released a scathing statement in opposition. He argued
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that keeping these areas wild and roadless will block
access to 1,280 acres of state trust land, preventing the
Land Office from generating revenue through development such as timber cutting and mining pumice or molybdenum.
While it would generate some short-term revenues, do
New Mexicans really want a pumice or molybdenum
mine inside an extraordinary national monument?
In their wild state, these lands provide important habitat for elk, mule deer, black bears, golden eagles, bighorn sheep, sandhill cranes, and pronghorn. They draw
sportsmen and recreationists from across the region,
creating millions of dollars in economic development
for northern New Mexico businesses (Taos County has
seen its gross receipts tax revenues increase by over $3.7
million since the monument was designated). And as
Ester Garcia, president of the San Antonio del Rio Colorado Land Grant in Questa, notes, they protect New
Mexico’s agricultural traditions: “Waters that flow to
our acequias are protected by the wildest lands within
the national monument.”
The idea of wilderness began here in New Mexico,
thanks to the foresight and leadership of AWF’s founder Aldo Leopold, who convinced the Forest Service to

continued on page 7
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JUNE 9, 2016 MEETING: David Stambaugh
Thursday, June 9, 2016, 7:30 pm
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House
1600 5th Street Northwest
Topic: The New Mexico Youth Conservation Foundation
At this month’s meeting, David Stambaugh will discuss his work connecting
young people with their natural heritage through the New Mexico Youth
Conservation Foundation.

Speaker Bio: David Stambaugh
David Stambaugh was raised in Los Alamos, NM by a father who had a passion for hunting and fishing. As a result, he got to hunt a wide array of big
game, fly fish many of New Mexico’s streams and lakes, and pursue small
game and waterfowl. However, as he grew older, David was troubled by the
fact that a majority of kids these days do not have that opportunity.
In December of 2009, David and several waterfowling friends assisted with
a youth snow goose hunt on Bosque Del Apache Wildlife Refuge. From that
experience stemmed the idea of forming a nonprofit foundation that would
seek to give every youth in the state of New Mexico the opportunity to be
outdoors, and so was born New Mexico Youth Conservation Foundation.
Today, NMYCF is a private, non-profit 501(c)(3) organization that seeks to
reach, recruit, and retain youth in hunting sports in the State of New Mexico. The group provides outdoor education and the opportunity for all youth
to reconnect with nature in many ways that include hunting opportunities,
fishing clinics, seminars, and habitat restoration activities.
As NMYCF strives to fulfill its mission, its leaders have come to realize the
importance of many outdoor organizations working together to make sure
that youth and first-time outdoorsmen and women have the opportunities
that they have been afforded. For that reason, NMYCF is in the early stages
of forming an “outdoor education network” that would bring together nonprofit organizations, state and federal agencies, foundations, and outdoor
industry partners together for one common goal: to recruit, teach, and retain new outdoor enthusiasts so that the cycle of success of the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation can continue.

Directions to the Meeting:

The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th and
Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.
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JUNE 17-19, 2016 SERVICE PROJECT: Valles Caldera
LOCATION: Valles Caldera National Preserve
THE PROJECT: This month AWF is teaming up with Los Amigos de
Valles Caldera for a restoration service project designed to enhance the
water quality of Sulphur Creek, a major tributary to San Antonio Creek.
We will camp inside the Preserve at Valle Seco. Our work will include digging shallow “worm ditches” to spread water onto meadows, building rock
structures to address erosion, and constructing two small elk exclosures to
protect relict stands of the rare Bebb’s willow. For those who attended the
project at this site last summer, Bill Zeedyk reports that the rock work we
completed at the spillway of the dam is working nicely. All the machinebuilt “plug and pond” structures are spreading water, and there are 25 acres
of wetlands that didn’t exist at this time last year!
Children are welcome but no pets are permitted on the Preserve. Tents,
pickup campers, small RV’s and tent or travel trailers are allowed.
SCHEDULE: Friday, June 17 – Sunday, June 19
GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping. For the
work, don’t forget gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, and
sunscreen. Warm clothes for the evenings and plenty of water are essential.
FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to share for
the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday dinner,
Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!
TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

2016 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

AWF BOARD 2016

March 12...............Day project at Valle de Oro
April 15-17............Cebolla Canyon near Grants, NM
May 20-22.............Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
June 17-19.............Valles Caldera I
July 22-24..............Valles Caldera II
August 19-21..........Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM
September 9-11......Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
October 8..............Day project on Glorieta Mesa
October 15............Day project in the Sandia Mountains
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RECAP OF MAY 20-22, 2016 RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECT
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During last month’s restoration project in the Rio Mora National Wildlife
Refuge, longtime AWF volunteers were pleased to be joined by a class of
students from Denver Community College, who were spending two weeks
studying at the refuge, as well as by several staff members from the Denver
Zoo (which manages the refuge) and nearby Ft. Union ranch. All told, over
forty people participated in the project!

Our work focused on the Loma Parda area of the refuge, a drainage where
AWF volunteers worked in 2014 (as well as many years earlier when the
refuge was still the privately owned Wind River Ranch). A large stock pond
that formerly held water at the top of the drainage was breached a couple
years ago, and now the refuge staff is working to transform it into wetlands.
Volunteers built rock structures inside the old pond as well as downstream
from it, with many hands making quick work of a large number of onerock dams and several Zuni bowls. We finished up the work day down near
the old townsite of Loma Parda, which was a bustling community back in
the 1800s but is now mostly a ghost town.
Everyone enjoyed having the opportunity to camp on the west side of the
refuge just above an active beaver pond. It was great fun watching the beavers and muskrats come and go, and the chorus of frogs was lovely in the
evenings.
A couple weeks after the project, the Denver Zoo staff reported that the refuge had received over two inches of rain and snow and that our structures
were performing exactly as we had hoped: capturing new soil and holding
water on the landscape for wildlife. We are excited to return again next year
and see them in action!
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RIO MORA RESTORATION PROJECT PHOTOS

After the storm, new pools formed and the rock structures captured fresh sediment:

See lots more photos of this and other restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
“Lions and Hikers and Bears” Talk

TUESDAY, JUNE 7, 2016, 5:30-7:00 p.m., SANTA FE REI STORE
FRIENDS OF THE SANTA FE NATIONAL FOREST
The Friends of the Santa Fe National Forest invite you to an expert presentation on bear and cougar behavior and how to stay safe while hiking in
their natural habitat this summer. For more information:
https://www.rei.com/events/friends-of-the-sfnf-present-lions-hikers-bears/santa-fe/147379

Amigos Bravos Water Quality Monitoring Training

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8, 2016, 9:00 a.m.
AMIGOS BRAVOS, Taos, NM
Help Amigos Bravos gather water quality data from four Taos rivers: the Rio Fernando, the Rio Pueblo, the Rio
Hondo and the Red River. On June 8, volunteers will learn how to sample surface water for basic water quality
indicators, and will hear how this work connects to the Clean Water Act. The 2016 sampling events will occur
on June 9, July 6, and August 31. RSVP by June 6 to membership@amigosbravos.org or call 575-758-3874.

Clean Up Grafitti in the Sandia Wilderness

SATURDAY, JUNE 11, 2016, 8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
NEW MEXICO WILDERNESS ALLIANCE
Join the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance for a volunteer clean-up in the Sandia Wilderness. This long, sloping ravine near Embudo Canyon is filled with huge boulders, creating an interesting area for exploration over and under the boulders. Recent increased
use has resulted in a lot of plastic and glass bottles and other litter, along with a few spots of graffiti. Help us
return this unique area to its original beauty. For more information:

http://www.nmwild.org/events-outings/24-volunteer-service-project-sandia-wilderness-cleanup?date=2016-06-11-08-00

Wild Spirit Wolf Sanctuary at the Pajarito Environmental Education Center
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22, 2016,6:30 p.m.
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER, Los Alamos, NM
At this family-friendly event, you can meet wolves from the Wild Spirit
Wolf Sanctuary! The Sanctuary’s Ambassador Wolf will be on hand, and the
Sanctuary’s staff will talk about wolves: their diet, hunting strategies, family
life, physical adaptations, pack structure, and more. Cost: $5.
For more information: http://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=14386

Gila River Wilderness Inventory Expedition

JUNE 24-26, 2016
NEW MEXICO WILDERNESS ALLIANCE
Help the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance inventory the West Fork, Middle Fork, and main stem of the Gila
River. The trip will be a combination of car camping, day hiking and backpacking. Saturday dinner and Sunday
breakfast provided. Contact nathan@nmwild.org for more information.

Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!
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continued from page 1:
permanently protect 500,000 acres of the Gila National
Forest.
In 1925, Leopold wrote:
“Since the pilgrims landed, the supply of wilderness has
always been unlimited. Now, of a sudden, the end is in
sight. The really wild places within reach of the centers of
population are going or gone.
As a nation, however, we are so accustomed to a plentiful supply that we are unconscious of what the disappearance of wild places would mean, just as we are unconscious of what the disappearance of winds or sunsets
would mean. The opportunity to disappear into the tall
uncut has existed so long that we unconsciously assume
it, like the wind and sunset, to be one of the fixed facts of
Nature.

And who can measure the influence of these ‘fixed facts
of Nature’ on the national character? In all the category
of outdoor vocations and outdoor sports there is not one,
save only the tilling of the soil, that bends and molds the
human character like wilderness travel. Shall this fundamental instrument for building citizens be allowed to
disappear from America, simply because we lack the vision to see its value? Would we rather have the few paltry
dollars that could be extracted from our remaining wild
places than the human values they can render in their
wild condition?”
As the Senate and House meet to reconcile their differences over the energy bill, we can hope that they will
heed this wisdom and permanently protect two more of
New Mexico’s irreplaceable wild landscapes.

Kristina G. Fish er
AW F President

MAKE THE NEXT 100 YEARS POSSIBLE:
JOIN THE ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION!
The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation has survived and thrived for over a century thanks to the dedication and
generosity of generations of members. We encourage you to join this proud legacy by becoming a contributing
member and helping support AWF’s restoration service projects, monthly environmental education presentations,
and other special events.
Along with becoming a member, you can support AWF’s
work by purchasing one of our Valles Caldera commemorative T-shirts, designed by graphic artist and AWF board
member Stephen Bohannon. It is printed on an organic
cotton shirt and available in sizes S, M, L, & XL.

Get one while they last - supplies are limited!
Price: $20 Shipping: $5

To order, mail in the form below or email your order to:
abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154
r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!

r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________
address:___________________________________________________________________________________________
city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________
phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________
r Student (under 18) ___ $10
r Individual __________ $25
r Family _____________ $35
r Sustaining __________ $50-99
r Patron _____________ $100
r Lifetime ____________ $500 (one-time payment)

Dues: $___________
Extra Contribution: $___________
T-shirt & Shipping: $___________
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $___________

