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On July 21, 1914, Aldo Leopold convened a group of 
local hunters and anglers in downtown Albuquerque 
to discuss what they could do to protect game species 
for future generations. They decided to create the Al-
buquerque Game Protective Association, which would 
later become the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation 
(AWF), and they swiftly launched into action, organiz-
ing volunteer patrols to look for violations of game and 
fish laws, advocating with policymakers for stronger 
legal protections for wildlife, and working to establish 
wildlife refuges and other protected lands where spe-
cies could thrive.

One hundred and five years later, here we still are, 
meeting regularly near downtown Albuquerque to 
learn from experts on wildlife and conservation issues, 
and organizing restoration projects where volunteers 
come together and work to improve ecosystem health 
and wildlife habitat on New Mexico’s public lands.

It is remarkable for any nonprofit organization to last 
this long, let alone an all-volunteer group with no paid 
staff to keep it going. AWF has endured because its 
mission has become only more important over time.

Aldo Leopold wrote in 1917 that his goal in founding 
AWF was to “restore to every citizen his inalienable right 
to know and love the wild things of his native land.” 

Today, AWF achieves that goal directly with our volun-
teer ecological restoration projects. Participants have 
the opportunity to explore extraordinary wild places, 
getting to know them and love them through the work 
of healing the land. We get to spend our weekends with 
wildlife, from elk to beavers to spotted owls, as well as 
with other people who share our enthusiasm for these 
creatures and their landscapes. In this age of endless 
screens, frenzied news cycles, and disconnection from 
nature, it is deeply fulfilling to spend a day building 
one-rock dams with friends, and then return to the 
same spot a year later to see how the stones have cap-
tured sediment, grown grass, and reconnected a river 
with its floodplain. 

If you haven’t yet come out and joined us on a project 
this year, I hope that you will. Our project schedule can 
be found on the following page. And if you want to do 
even more to support AWF’s ongoing work, we wel-
come you to become a member (information on mem-
berships can be found on the last page of this newslet-
ter or on our website). Come find for yourself what a 
hopeful feeling it is to be one link in a living legacy of 
active conservationists who have been protecting and 
restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and wild lands for over 
a century, and who will continue to do so on into the 
future. 
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2019 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 2..................Day project at Valle de Oro
March 15-17............Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
April 19-21..............Wolf Creek, Ft. Union, NM
May 17-19...............Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
June 7-9..................Valles Caldera
July 19-21................Valle Vidal
August 16-18...........Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM 
Aug 30-Sept 1..........Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
September 20-22.....Cebolla Canyon near Grants, NM
October 19.............Day project at Cedro Creek

JULY 19-21, 2019 SERVICE PROJECT: Valle Vidal

LOCATION: Valle Vidal in northern New Mexico

THE PROJECT: This month, AWF will be returning to the Valle Vidal 
for the first time in a decade! AWF was the first organization to undertake 
restoration work in the Valle Vidal, and we organized projects there from 
1980-2009. This year, we’ll work on repairing and extending a wetland ex-
closure fence in the Ring Place meadow that AWF volunteers built many 
years ago. We’ll also repair and add rock layers to a number of one-rock 
dams that were originally built by AWF volunteers and that have been 
modified over the years by Boy Scouts from nearby Philmont Scout Ranch.

SCHEDULE: Friday, July 19 – Sunday, July 21
Volunteers are always welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or 
camp for just one of the two nights.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping. For the 
work, don’t forget gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, and 
sunscreen. Rain gear, warm clothes for the evenings and plenty of water 
are essential.
 

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and bi-
son or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to share for 
the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday dinner, 
Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.
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RECAP OF JUNE 7-9, 2019 VALLES CALDERA RESTORATION PROJECT

This year marked AWF’s 19th project in the Valles Caldera since 2007, and 
our first time working in La Jara Creek in the magnificent Valle Grande. As 
always, it was a pleasure to partner with Nina Wells and Peggy Gautier of 
Los Amigos de Valles Caldera and Karen Menetrey from the New Mexico 
Environment Department to complete this important work.

Back in the 1930s, aerial photographs of the Valles Caldera were taken dur-
ing flyovers by Charles Lindbergh, documenting many wetlands that no lon-
ger exist today. Under the guidance of restoration contractor Steve Vrooman, 
an enthusiastic team of volunteers built a series of one-rock dams to move 
water from the La Jara drainage back out onto the historic wetlands. We also 
dug worm ditches and used the sod to redirect water out of downcutting 
gullies and onto the meadows. La Jara Creek was rushing, and it was inspir-
ing to see the instant results of our work as water flowed out onto the grass. 
Over time, the work we did during this project will help restore 204 acres of 
wetlands, improve habitat for birds, elk, and other wildlife, and store more 
water in the meadows to feed the rivers below during dry times. 

Thanks, Volunteers!
William Barfuss

Betty Bastai
Braden Belliveau
Shawn Blaisdell

Stephen Bohannon
Brent Bonwell

Phil Carter
Francois Dijon

Kristina G. Fisher
Peggy Gautier

Jamie Head
Lee Harrelson 
Sue Harrelson
Laurie Marnell

Kaitlyn Meissner
Karen Menetrey

Sharon Miles
Renea Roberts

Toby Rosenblatt
Barbara Rosensimon
Marilynn Szydlowski

Hamish Thomson
Bob Tilley

Kristin Van Fleet
Nina Wells

Mara Yarbrough

     See lots more photos of this and other restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!
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UPDATE FROM RIO MORA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

Back in March, AWF volunteers planted about 30 cotton-
wood poles along the river at Rio Mora National Wildlife 
Refuge. Shantini Ramakrishnan sends this update from the 
refuge: 

“The trees we planted in March are looking really good. No 
mortalities yet – it was a great year to plant! All the fencing 
around the trees is intact and all but about two of the trees 
are showing leaf growth. (The branches on those two are 
still quite supple, so they must be focused on root growth.) 
The river has been high until this week so groundwater lev-
els have been high, and we should be just a week or two 
from monsoons. Hopefully this strong year of growth will 
establish these trees for the long haul! 

Thanks again to the AWF volunteers for their help on this.

P.S. While looking at the cottonwoods, I found a juniper 
tree that the beavers have been hammering. So, if there 
ever was a stronger testament that the local wildlife needed 
some additional resources (e.g., a newly planted cotton-
wood bosque), this photo tells that story!”

                                    -Shantini Ramakrishnan
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST 
 

Ranney Ranch Erosion Control Workshop 
July 24, 2019 │ 8:30 am-1:00 pm │ Corona, NM 

Join us for a morning of landscape assessment, soil 
conservation, and building at Ranney Ranch! 

Workshop participants will build erosion control structures—including one 
rock dams, rock rundowns, and media lunas—through hands-on instruction 
from NRCS and Quivira Coalition staff and learn how to read the landscape to 
better understand surface water flow and the erosion process. 

This workshop is perfect for ranchers, land managers, beginning agrarians, 
students, and anyone else looking to improve their skills and knowledge on 
erosion control. 

Visit quiviracoalition.org/ranneyranchws-2019/ 
for more information and to register! 

Quivira Coalition Comanche Creek Restoration Project
FRIDAY, AUGUST 2-SUNDAY, AUGUST 4
This summer marks the Quivira Coalition’s 18th year working to restore the 
Comanche Creek Watershed in the Valle Vidal. Join them and restoration 
experts including Bill Zeedyk to build restoration structures with an inter-
esting twist, exploring how Keyline Design principles are relevant to slope 
wetland restoration. For more information and to register to attend: 
https://quiviracoalition.org/comanchecreek2019/

Dorothy Hoard Memorial Butterfly Count
SATURDAY, JULY 27, 9:00 a.m.-3:15 p.m., Los Alamos
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER
Join New Mexico’s butterfly expert, Steve Cary, to identify butterflies and 
discuss their habits and life histories. Some butterflies will be captured in a 
net and released and many will be counted as perched or on wing. Instruc-
tion will be provided and everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend, no 
matter their level of experience! For more information: 
https://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=30525

   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!



AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student  ___________
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


