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Restoring Our Lands, One Piece at a Time
The unraveling began slowly. A road was cut through a
valley, capturing and straightening the flow of water and
beginning to cut down through the earth. Too many cows
were allowed to linger too long on the riverbank, and the
grasses had no time to recover. Little by little, over the
years, gullies formed, the water tables dropped, and the
landscape dried out.
Now, the restoration is happening in a similar way, acre
by acre, in quiet, often unconnected efforts by volunteers,
government agencies, and landowners.
In the Canadian River Basin, in northeastern New Mexico,
an effort has been underway for the last 14 years to clear
out invasive tamarisk and restore the health of the watershed. The Canadian River Riparian Restoration Project
has worked successfully to bridge differences between environmentalists and ranchers, partnering with eight soil
and water conservation districts and gaining permission
from private landowners to access all but about 20 of the
2,000 river miles that the Canadian River and its tributaries traverse in New Mexico.
Meanwhile, halfway across the state in the Jemez Mountains, the U.S. Forest Service is partnering with Defenders of Wildlife, New Mexico Trout, and Trout Unlimited
to build a series of 35 “beaver dam analogs” along the
Rio Cebolla. These structures will improve habitat for
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trout and the endangered New Mexico meadow jumping
mouse, and hopefully attract beaver back to this landscape
that they once kept wet and healthy.
Sometimes the impact of each individual project can seem
small, but the restoration adds up, just as the destruction
did.
This month we have a new resource to help guide us in
this work, as the Natural Resource Conservation Service
has just put out a publication describing “Zeedyk Techniques” for restoring wet meadows in arid landscapes. The
guide pulls together many of the lessons Bill Zeedyk has
learned in his years designing and building restoration
structures across the West. You can download it here, and
spread it far and wide.
We look back with regret upon the past actions that damaged so many beautiful lands across New Mexico. Perhaps
one day, thanks to this dispersed and growing network of
restoration efforts, future generations will be able to look
back with gratitude on the actions that we took to heal
these landscapes and allow wild creatures to thrive in
them once again.

Kristina G. Fish er
AW F President
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NO AWF MEETING IN JULY — SEE YOU IN AUGUST!
AWF traditionally takes a break from our monthly
meetings in July. Our all-volunteer organization was
founded on July 21, 1914 by Aldo Leopold and other
conservationists who came together to create a group
and a movement dedicated to protecting New Mexico’s
wildlife for future generations.
We hope you will join us in celebrating AWF’s legacy
and helping us carry it forward.

Action Alert: No Dam Diversion on the Gila!
Flowing out of America’s first Wilderness, the Gila
River is New Mexico’s last major undammed river.
It’s home to seven threatened or endangered species and has been proposed for long-term protection under the Wild & Scenic Rivers Act.
Unfortunately, for more than a decade an effort
has been underway to build a diversion on this wild
river. On a tight federal deadline, the Bureau of
Reclamation and the New Mexico Interstate Stream
Commission have begun preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement for the diversion project.
The initial plan is short on details regarding the cost,
design, beneficiaries, and the amount of water to
be drawn out of an already drying Gila River.

Now it’s our turn to weigh in!
Read more about the project in this factsheet, and submit your comments by July 20. Sample
comments are available from the New Mexico Wildlife Federation and New Mexico Wild.
Conservation groups are also organizing a rally at the public scoping meeting in Albuquerque, where
you can make comments in person:

Monday, July 2, 2018, 5:00-7:00 PM
New Mexico State Bar
5121 Masthead St. NE, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109
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JULY 27-29, 2018 SERVICE PROJECT: Midnight Meadows with Amigos Bravos
IMPORTANT NOTE: This project is contingent upon the forest being
open. The Carson National Forest is currently CLOSED due to fire danger,
but once it receives significant rain, the forest will re-open. If you RSVP to
attend this project, we will update you on the status as the date approaches.
LOCATION: Midnight Meadows in the Carson National Forest
THE PROJECT: Midnight Meadows is one of the “wetland gems” that our
partner group Amigos Bravos has identified as needing special protections
and restoration priority in the Carson National Forest. We will continue
working on fence exclosures and hopefully begin building some rock restoration structures to protect this precious wetland.
SCHEDULE:
Friday, July 27 - Sunday, July 29
Volunteers are welcome to camp one or both nights, or just join us for the
Saturday workday and potluck. Kids and well-socialized dogs are welcome.
GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping. For the work,
you’ll want gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, and sunscreen. We will be camping at an altitude of over 10,000 feet, so bring layers
and warm clothes.
FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to share for
the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, snacks, Friday
dinner, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com or 505-480-2906.
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

2018 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

AWF BOARD 2018

March 17................Day project at Valle de Oro
April 6-8.................Wolf Creek, Ft. Union, NM
May 4-6..................Red Canyon Reserve
May 18-20...............Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
June 22-24..............Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM
July 27-29................Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM
August 10-12...........Valles Caldera
Aug 31-Sept 2..........Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
September 28-30.....Cebolla Canyon near Grants, NM
October 20.............Day project at Cedro Creek

OFFICERS
President – Kristina G. Fisher
Vice President – Cameron Weber
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Toby Rosenblatt
DIRECTORS
Braden Belliveau
Stephen Bohannon
Phil Carter
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Bob Tilley
Kristin Van Fleet
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus
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RECAP OF JUNE 2018 MIDNIGHT MEADOWS RESTORATION PROJECT

Thanks, Volu nteers!
Esmeralda Ahmed
Arnold Atkins
Stephen Bohannon
Michelle Cadwell
Phil Carter
Frank Chaves
Paul Cheng
Rachel Conn
Elliot Conn
Silas Conn
Erica Davis
Kristina G. Fisher
Abe Franklin
Don Galleta
Jamie Head
Jock Jacober
George Long
Kaitlin Meissner
Juniper Nykamp
Lucas Nykamp
Shannon Romeling
Toby Rosenblatt
Andre Santistevan
Eric Schlenker-Goodrich
Cody Smith
Willard Smith
Bob Tilley
Art Vollmer
Mara Yarbrough
Ulysses Yarbrough

Just after the summer solstice, volunteers with AWF and Amigos Bravos
gathered in Midnight Meadows to work on a project designed to protect
this important high altitude wetland.

Midnight Meadows is one of several “wetland gems” identified by Amigos Bravos as playing key roles in protecting water quality and streamflow
of the larger rivers down below. For the past three years, volunteers have
worked to build large fence exclosures to keep cattle out of the streambed and reduce erosion and sediment in the water. We saw several trout in
the stream that will benefit from these efforts, along with the wildlife and
people downstream.
This year, we successfully repaired the first large exclosure, completed a
second one, and built a third! With the fencing just about done, the next
step is to begin building rock restoration structures to help the wetland
heal from past damage. We’re hoping to be able to start this work during
the project we have scheduled for the end of this month. See you there!

See lots more photos of this and other restoration projects at abq.nmwildlife.org!
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EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Help Monitor New Mexico’s Pikas

DEFENDERS OF WILDLIFE
SATURDAY, JULY 7, 2018, 2:00 p.m.
No animal better exemplifies the looming problem of climate change than the
American pika. The Jemez Mountains are home to the southernmost population
of pikas on the continent and they offer a unique view into what factors determine
success and failure of these vulnerable critters. For the second year in a row, Defenders of Wildlife is joining a research team from UNM to monitor pikas in a few locations in the Jemez. More
info: http://action.defenders.org/site/Survey?ACTION_REQUIRED=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS&SURVEY_ID=41024

Snakes of New Mexico

CERRILLOS HILLS STATE PARK VISITOR CENTER, 37 Main Street, Cerrillos, NM
SUNDAY, JULY 15, 2018, 2:00 p.m.
The New Mexico Wildlife Center’s resident snake expert Tom Wyant presents live snakes,
including rattlers! More info: http://www.cerrilloshills.org/events/snakes-of-new-mexico-2

Dorothy Hoard Memorial Butterfly Count

PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER
SATURDAY, JULY 21, 2018, 9:30 a.m.- 3:15 p.m., Jemez Mountains
Join New Mexico’s butterfly guru, Steve Cary, to identify butterflies and discuss their habits and life histories at the annual Dorothy Hoard Memorial Butterfly Count. Every individual butterfly that is identified will be recorded. Everyone is welcome and encouraged
to attend, no matter their level of experience! For more info: https://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=23724

Culture, Climate, and Conservation:
73rd Annual International Conference of the Soil & Water Conservation Society

SUNDAY, JULY 29-WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1, 2018
Participants will learn about some of the management challenges and opportunities
that face ecosystems worldwide, witness conservation efforts in New Mexico first-hand
through tours, and hear from leading speakers in the conservation field. The conference
provides a forum for conservation professionals from around the world to discuss successes and challenges, combat shared obstacles, and accelerate conservation efforts. For
more info: https://www.swcs.org/events/conferences/2018-annual-conference/

Quivira Coalition Comanche Creek Watershed Restoration Workshop

AUGUST 2-5, 2018, Valle Vidal
Join the Quivira Coalition for its annual restoration workshop near Amalia, New
Mexico in the Valle Vidal! Volunteers will work in the Foreman, Sawmill, and Springwagon tributaries to Comanche Creek. For more information and to sign up:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/comanche-creek-annual-volunteer-work-weekend-2018-tickets-42012231716

Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

JOIN US!

Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation
The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.
Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members.
If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by
becoming a member or renewing your membership.

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154
r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!

r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________
address:___________________________________________________________________________________________
city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________
phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________
r Student (under 18) ___ $10
r Individual __________ $25
r Family _____________ $35
r Sustaining __________ $50-99
r Patron _____________ $100
r Lifetime ____________ $500 (one-time payment)

Dues: $___________
Extra Contribution: $___________
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $___________

