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This month marks 101 years since Aldo Leopold con-
vened a meeting of sportsmen in downtown Albuquerque 
to form an organization dedicated to protecting and con-
serving New Mexico’s wildlife. (Check out photos from 
AWF’s big 100th birthday bash last July!)

Over a century later, this all-volunteer organization is still 
going strong, bringing together New Mexicans from di-
verse backgrounds to restore wildlife habitat across the 
state. 

By longstanding tradition, AWF takes a brief break during 
the month of July. So there will be no speaker this month, 
and you’ll find that this newsletter is slimmer than usual. 
However, we’ll be back again in August with a speaker 
from the Rio Mora National Wildlife Refuge on August 
13, and in the meantime, our restoration projects contin-
ue, with the next one scheduled for July 17-19 in the Valles 
(see page 2).

This month, we encourage you to raise a glass to Aldo 
Leopold and AWF, and find some time to get outside and 
enjoy New Mexico’s amazing public lands and wildlife!
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Celebrating 101 Years of Conservation! 

Kristina G. Fish er
AWF Vice-President

Help Support AWF’s Next 100 Years!
If you’re not yet an AWF member, we hope 
you’ll consider becoming one! As an all-volun-
teer organization, we have extremely low over-
head, and your dues go directly to purchase 
supplies for volunteer service projects. You can 
join by sending in the membership form on the 
last page of this newsletter or online at: 
http://abq.nmwildlife.org/membership.html

You can also support AWF every time you shop 
on Amazon.com. Simply sign up at: 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/27-0361487 
and all your eligible shopping will benefit AWF.

Thank you!

http://abq.nmwildlife.org/100th-birthday-celebration.html
http://abq.nmwildlife.org/100th-birthday-celebration.html
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2015 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 7...............Day project at Valle de Oro
April 17-19...........Cebolla Canyon near Grants, NM
May 15-17.............Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
June 19-21............Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM
July 17-19.............Valles Caldera I 
August 14-16........Valles Caldera II 
September 11-13...Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
October 3............Day project on Glorieta Mesa
October 17...........Day project in the Sandia Mountains

JULY 17-19, 2015 SERVICE PROJECT: Valles Caldera

LOCATION: Valles Caldera National Preserve

THE PROJECT: AWF is teaming up with Los Amigos de Valles Caldera 
for a restoration service project designed to enhance the water quality of 
Sulphur Creek, a major tributary to San Antonio Creek. We will be camping 
in the Preserve at a new location on the north side of Valle Seco, at the head-
waters of Sulphur Creek. Our work will include digging “worm ditches” to 
rewet a drying meadow, using sod clumps to plug and stabilize small head-
cuts and erosion gullies, and building rock structures in larger headcuts in 
Sulphur Creek below Seco Pond. We will also build two small elk exclosures 
to protect the remnants of old willow stands, as well as several wildlife-
friendly fence exclosures to keep cattle out of wetlands along the creek.  

Children are welcome but no pets are permitted on the Preserve. Tents, 
pickup campers, small RV’s and tent or travel trailers are allowed. 

SCHEDULE: Friday, July 17 - Sunday, July 19

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping, including 
rain gear. Nighttime temperatures are expected to be in the mid 40’s. For 
the work, you’ll want gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, and 
sunscreen.
 

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and bi-
son or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to share for 
the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday dinner, 
Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Email Kristina at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up!
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RECAP OF JUNE 19-21, 2015 RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECT

There was no lovelier place to spend this year’s summer solstice than Mid-
night Meadows, high in the Carson National Forest. Over the solstice week-
end, AWF teamed up with our friends at Amigos Bravos for a restoration 
project that focused on repairing a 2.5-acre fence exclosure that volunteers 
had built eight years ago. The exclosure protects a sensitive wetland from 
degradation by cattle grazing, but over the years the fence had fallen apart 
and the streambanks are showing signs of damage.

Midnight Meadows has been recognized by Amigos Bravos as one of eight 
“wetland gems” in the Carson National Forest. (Read more about it in their 
interactive report.) These wetlands were selected based on their effective-
ness in maintaining downstream flows and sequestering carbon.  

Thanks to a sizeable team of enthusiastic volunteers and some expert guid-
ance from the Forest Service, many new fence posts were put in place and 
the fence was repaired. Two small teams of volunteers also worked on a 
survey of potential future restoration project sites around the area. As we 
relaxed after a good day’s work, we were treated to quite a celestial display: 
Jupiter, Venus, and the crescent moon formed a bright triangle above our 
heads. We look forward to returning to Midnight Meadows in the future 
and continuing the important work to protect this special site. 

Thanks, Volunteers!
Abe Aufdermauer
Lyle Aufdermauer
Adam Belmonte
Shawn Blaisdell

Stephen Bohannon
Kate Brown
Peter Callen
Phil Carter
Elliot Conn
Silas Conn

Rachel Conn
Jim Crowl

Robin Elkin
Kristina G. Fisher

Kathleen Gygi
Rachel Hassna

Peggy Hoemeke
Megan Hosterman

Jon Klingel
Marlene Klingel
Claire Latowsky
Laurie Marnell
Chaz Moxley

Dennis Muirhead
Glenda Muirhead

Shannon Romeling
Toby Rosenblatt
Peter Rothfeld

Erik Schlenker-Goodrich
Michael “Scial” Scialdone

Marilynn Szydlowski
Bob Tilley

Kristin Van Fleet
Cameron Weber

   See lots more photos of this and other restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!

http://amigosbravos.org/on-the-ground-restoration
http://amigosbravos.org/on-the-ground-restoration
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MIDNIGHT MEADOWS PROJECT CONTINUED
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Fence Removal Project in the Valles Caldera
SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2015, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
The Valles Caldera National Preserve is seeking volunteers to help remove 
unneeded fences. The fences pose a threat to wildlife and detract from the 
natural beauty of the Preserve. The Preserve has over 15 miles of fence slated 
for removal this season. Volunteers will need work gloves, sturdy shoes, long 
jeans and long-sleeve shirts (helps prevent wire cuts), hat, sunscreen, lots of 
water/drinks and a lunch. No tools or training necessary. If interested, please 
contact John Swigart at jswigart@vallescaldera.gov or 505-428-7718. Volun-
teers can check in at anytime at the Valle Grande Staging Area and will be directed to the project from there.

Valle de Oro Urban Refuge A.R.T.S. Event!
SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2015, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge, Albuquerque
The Valle de Oro’s July Open House will be a festival of fun activities for all ages, including: live music, storytell-
ing (a mobile sound studio will engage participants in a live storytelling project centered around farming and 
seed saving), youth leadership activities, birding tours, art workshops (creating musical instruments out of 
recycled/repurposed materials; Qigong/Painting Workshop; Thinking and Painting in Layers Workshop; Linking 
the Sounds of Nature to Creativity Workshop; Collaborative seed mosaics project; kids mask-making station). 
Bike rides to the event will be led by Routes Bicycle Rentals & Tours, Inc. and there is an open invitation to kay-
akers and independent bicyclists. More information: https://www.facebook.com/events/760893424032286/

Dorothy Hoard Memorial Butterfly Count
SATURDAY, JULY 25, 2015, 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER, Los Alamos
Do you want to learn more about butterflies? Are you already a butterfly expert, but want 
to help with the annual count? This event is for both groups of people, and everyone in 
between! For this year’s butterfly count, participants will travel to three separate areas to 
observe, count and learn about butterflies: mesa top, high altitude and streamside. Partici-
pants are welcome to stay for the whole day, or only opt to only count at some locations.

The cost for this program is $5 adults, free for kids. More info: http://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=9406

Quivira Coalition Comanche Creek Watershed Restoration Workshop
AUGUST 7-9, 2015
Join the Quivira Coalition for its annual restoration workshop near Amalia, New Mexico in the Valle Vidal Unit 
of Carson National Forest, New Mexico! For more information and to register: 
http://quiviracoalition.org/Land_Water_Program/2015_Restoration_Workshops/index.html.

   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com


AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student (under 18) ___
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               T-shirt & Shipping:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

Along with becoming a member, you can support AWF’s 
work by purchasing one of our Valles Caldera commemo-
rative T-shirts, designed by graphic artist and AWF board 
member Stephen Bohannon. It is printed on an organic 
cotton shirt and available in sizes S, M, L, & XL.

Price: $20    Shipping: $5

To order, mail in the form below or email your order to:
abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation has survived and thrived for over a century thanks to the dedication and 
generosity of generations of members. We encourage you to join this proud legacy by becoming a contributing 
member and helping support AWF’s restoration service projects, monthly environmental education presentations, 
and other special events.

MAKE THE NEXT 100 YEARS POSSIBLE: 
JOIN THE ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION!

mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com

