
THE PINE CONE
Official Newsletter of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation

January 2020

When birds migrate, traveling hundreds or even thou-
sands of miles, they often fly in a V formation. The bird 
at the front of the V expends more energy than the oth-
ers as it breaks fresh air with its wings, while the birds 
that follow gain extra lift from the wake of the bird in 
front of them.

Four years ago, scientists discovered that the birds in 
these migrating flocks work cooperatively to share 
the burden, with each one spending about the same 
amount of time as the lead bird, then dropping back to 
let another take their place. 

AWF operates similarly, with four-year term limits for 
its leaders as this all-volunteer organization traverses 
years the way a flock of cranes traverses miles. 

Last month, I reached the end of my fourth year as 
President of AWF. It has been a joy to serve in this role 
because AWF’s members are so fun, so hardworking, 
and so committed to the incredibly meaningful work 
of habitat restoration. 

Although I have deeply enjoyed my time at the head of 
the flock, I am delighted to be able to hand off the pres-
idency to the terrific Cameron Weber, who has served 
as Vice-President for the past four years. Other offi-
cers who were elected at AWF’s all-members meeting 
in December are Braden Belliveau, as Vice-President; 
Laurie Marnell, continuing her greatly appreciated ser-

vice as Treasurer; and myself as Secretary, taking the 
place of Toby Rosenblatt who has been AWF’s Secre-
tary for many years.

I am grateful that Toby, Scial, Phil, Bob, and Bill will 
continue their service on the board for another year, 
and I am excited to welcome two new members to the 
board for 2020, Hamish Thomson and Rachel Moore. 

The only sad part of this year’s transition is saying fare-
well to Stephen Bohannon and Kristin Van Fleet, who 
served on AWF’s board for 12 and 5 years respectively. 
We will miss them as they embark on new adventures 
(including parenthood!) in San Francisco, and we hope 
to lure them back here to build an occasional Zuni 
bowl.

For the most part, however, there will be more conti-
nuity than change in this transition: I will continue to 
write and send out these newsletters, and Scial’s magi-
cal breakfast burritos will continue to entice volunteers 
into spending a day moving rocks. 

We also hope to continue to grow and build on AWF’s 
work. With this new year, we are launching three new 
committees focused on improving AWF’s outreach to 
project partners, land management agencies, and po-
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tential volunteers; collecting, analyzing, and presenting 
data on the impacts of our restoration work; and in-
creasing AWF’s advocacy around policies that impact 
wildlife and its habitat in New Mexico. We welcome any 
AWF members and friends who are interested in join-
ing the Outreach, Data and Monitoring, or Advocacy 
Committees – email abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com 
for more information. 

Meanwhile, AWF’s Projects Committee will be meeting 
this month to plan our schedule of restoration projects 
for 2020 (check next month’s newsletter for the dates 
and locations!), and we are excited about what the year 
ahead will bring. 

As AWF soars on into its 106th year, I am grateful to all 
of you who keep this all-volunteer organization alive 
and thriving – whether as a dues-paying member, fi-
nancial supporter,  restoration project volunteer, some-
one who attends our meetings, or just someone who 
reads this newsletter. It’s an honor to be a part of this 
remarkable group with you, and I look forward to see-
ing you in 2020.

Laura Paskus

Action Alert:
Comment on Proposed Pecos  Mine  

by January 17!
A proposed exploratory mining operation in the Pecos threatens the 
availability of clean water throughout the Pecos watershed, the contin-
ued existence of fragile species, and the outdoor recreation economy 
in and around Pecos Canyon that has been rebuilt over the past thirty 
years. Sample comments have been developed by New Mexico Wild:

Click here to submit your comments!

https://p2a.co/IIn56BD


UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Grassroots Advocacy Trainings with the Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra Club
JANUARY 6, 8, 9, 14, and 15; Locations Across New Mexico
The Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra Club will conduct grassroots lobbying trainings that will provide an over-
view of key environmental (and anti-environmental) bills that are expected in the 2020 session. Trainings will be 
held in Albuquerque, Aztec, Las Cruces, Santa Fe, and Silver City. For more details and to sign up: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc8q-AjsTZhPxKwaEwnyB4v8Ai1RXFTDbYyy4To8XPn6J1oDA/viewform

Nature in Winter Festival
SATURDAY, JANUARY 11, 2020, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Rio Grande Nature Center State Park, Albuquerque
Come celebrate New Mexico’s small, spectacular wildlife. Check out birds, arts and crafts for kids, and various 
walks and talks. For more info: https://www.facebook.com/events/1393376180839790/

Mountain Lions in the Southwest
SATURDAY, JANUARY 18, 2020, 1:00-4:00 p.m., Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge
Hunter Prude of New Mexico State University will speak about his research on moun-
tain lions. The day will include food, conversation, and more! For more info: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/1761693090628867/

Environment Day at the New Mexico Legislature
TUESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2020, New Mexico State Capitol
Join groups working to advance environmental legislation during the 2020 legislative session. For more info: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/2458596614404446/

The Beaver Believers 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 30, 2020, Jean Cocteau Cinema in Santa Fe
Join WildEarth Guardians and Defenders of Wildlife for Beaver Believers, a feature-length documentary on re-
storing beavers to the American West. For more info: https://www.facebook.com/events/473616446675927/

Aldo Leopold Writing Contest for Students
ENTRIES DUE FEBRUARY 21, 2020
AWF is a proud supporter of the Aldo Leopold Writing Foundation’s student essay contest. Students in grades  
6-12 are invited to submit an essay on ecology. Learn more about the details of contest and how to partici-
pate at: https://www.leopoldwritingprogram.org/writing-contest.html

Aldo & Estella Leopold Residency for Writers
APPLICATIONS DUE FEBRUARY 28, 2020
An inspiring retreat for professional environmental writers at “Mi Casita”, Aldo and Estel-
la’s first home in northern New Mexico, the Aldo and Estella Leopold Residency provides a 
one-month residency with stipend for writers and respected thinkers interested in reshap-
ing the cultural story about the relationship between humans and Nature. Learn more and 
apply at: https://www.leopoldwritingprogram.org/residency.html

   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!
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AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student  ___________
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


