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Shadow Over Otero Mesa
“They only have to win once. We have to win every
time.” – David Brower
Sitting on New Mexico’s southern border is the nation’s largest remaining Chihuahuan Desert grassland. Otero Mesa is home to herds of pronghorn
antelope, endangered aplomado falcons, mountain
lions, black-tailed prairie dogs, and golden eagles,
along with dozens of species of lizards, snakes, and
other reptiles and amphibians. An estimated 5,000
petroglyphs can be found on the mesa, which sits
atop New Mexico’s largest freshwater aquifer.
Yet once again, this unique and precious landscape is
being targeted for oil and gas development.
Over a decade ago, the Bush administration made
a big push to drill the mesa; an impressive coalition
of environmentalists, hunters, ranchers, and thenGovernor Bill Richardson sued to stop them, and in
2009 the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals invalidated
the drilling plan because it had failed to consider protections for the aquifer.
Under President Trump, the plans to exploit Otero
Mesa are back. Oil and gas development on the mesa
would shred wildlife habitat, leading to the construc-
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tion of approximately 350 new miles of road, along
with well pads, pipelines, and wastewater ponds that
could permanently contaminate the aquifer below.
Fortunately, the groups that fought and won the last
battle to save Otero Mesa are springing into action
once again, raising alarms and organizing to defend
the mesa. The first round of this new effort will come
this spring, when the BLM plans to release a “resource management plan” detailing its proposals for
extractive development on Otero Mesa.
We’ll alert you when the plan is available for public
comment, and we hope you’ll join us in weighing
in and telling the BLM that Otero Mesa is far more
valuable for wildlife, water, and recreation than for
oil and gas. In the meantime, you can experience
this extraordinary landscape for yourself: the Southwest Environmental Center has directions and much
more information on its website.

Kristina G. Fish er
AW F President
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NO AWF MEETING IN JANUARY — SEE YOU IN FEBRUARY!
AWF’s first meeting of the year will be a workshop
focused on constructing sturdy cloth rock litters for
use at our restoration projects this year.
Are you interested in learning how to build these useful tools and helping AWF increase its supply? Then
plan to join us the evening of February 8!
More details to follow in next month’s newsletter.

UPDATE ON 2018 VOLUNTEER RESTORATION PROJECTS
DECEMBER 10, 2015: Annual Potluck Banquet & Board Election
The AWF Projects Committee is currently in the process of scheduling this year’s volunteer ecological restoration service projects. The 2018 schedule of projects will be included in next month’s newsletter.
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CONGRATULATIONS
THANKS
THE 2018
AWFElection
BOARD!
DECEMBER 10, 2015:AND
Annual
PotluckTO
Banquet
& Board
As an all-volunteer organization, AWF relies on its board to organize our restoration service projects and monthly educational
presentations, as well as to carry forward Aldo Leopold’s legacy
into the next generation.
We thank last year’s board members for continuing their service
and welcome new board member Shawna Bally. Looking forward to a great 2018 for AWF!

AWF BOARD 2018
OFFICERS
President – Kristina G. Fisher
Vice President – Cameron Weber
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Toby Rosenblatt
DIRECTORS
Shawna Ballay
Braden Belliveau
Stephen Bohannon
Phil Carter
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Bob Tilley
Kristin Van Fleet
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus

OUR AIM:
“The aim and purpose of this little paper is to promote the protection and enjoyment of wild things. As the cone scatters the seeds of the pine and the fir tree, so may
it scatter the seeds of wisdom and understanding among men, to the end that every
citizen may to learn to hold the lives of harmless wild creatures as a public trust for
human good, against the abuse of which he stands personally responsible. Thus, and
thus only, will our wild life be conserved. Be this not done, and that quickly, it must
forever vanish from the earth.”
–Aldo Leopold, in the inaugural issue of the Pine Cone, 1915
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
Sportmen’s and Sportswomen’s Meeting in Santa Fe

NEW MEXICO WILDLIFE FEDERATION
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24, 6:00-7:30 p.m., Blue Corn Brewery, Santa Fe
Striking out in the back country of New Mexico is always an adventure since you never know what you are going
to run into. With any luck you’ll get to see some of the state’s most iconic big game animals, including the ever
elusive black bear or mountain lion. But do you know what to do should you encounter them on the trail? Daryl
Ratajczak, former Chief of Wildlife and Forestry for the State of Tennessee and large carnivore specialist will
talk about what you should do should you encounter one of these magnificent creatures at close range. This
interactive presentation will also cover key apex predator behaviors, seasonal movements and habitat. Andrew
Black will also give an update regarding policy and planning impacting sportsmen at the state and federal levels.
For more information: http://nmwildlife.org/program/sportsmen-womens-meeting-5/

Aldo Leopold Writing Contest for Students

ENTRIES DUE FEBRUARY 9, 2018
AWF is a proud supporter of the Aldo Leopold Writing Foundation’s student essay contest. Students in grades
6-12 are invited to submit a story that reflects Leopold’s land ethic. Learn more about the contest and how to
participate at: https://www.leopoldwritingprogram.org/youth-writing-contest/

Aldo & Estella Leopold Residency for Writers

APPLICATIONS DUE FEBRUARY 28, 2018
An inspiring retreat for professional environmental writers at “Mi Casita”, Aldo and Estella’s first home in northern New Mexico, the Aldo and Estella Leopold Residency provides
a one-month residency with stipend for writers and respected thinkers interested in reshaping the cultural story about the relationship between humans and Nature. Learn
more and apply at: https://www.leopoldwritingprogram.org/residency-program/

Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

JOIN US!

Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation
The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.
Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members.
If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by
becoming a member or renewing your membership.

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154
r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!

r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________
address:___________________________________________________________________________________________
city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________
phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________
r Student (under 18) ___ $10
r Individual __________ $25
r Family _____________ $35
r Sustaining __________ $50-99
r Patron _____________ $100
r Lifetime ____________ $500 (one-time payment)

Dues: $___________
Extra Contribution: $___________
T-shirt & Shipping: $___________
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $___________

