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Major Changes Coming to Our Public Lands
The end of the year brought some major changes to the
status of public lands across the nation.
When President Obama signed the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) into law on December 19, 2014,
it didn’t just contain $585 billion in military funding—it
also included a wide variety of measures affecting the nation’s public lands.
Many of these changes were positive and were applauded
by conservation and sportsmen’s organizations. For example, here in New Mexico, 45,000 acres of spectacular
landscape near Taos was protected as the ColumbineHondo Wilderness Area. New or expanded wilderness areas were also designated in Colorado, Nevada, Montana,
and Washington.
The bill also marked the largest one-time expansion of
the national park system since 1978, with the creation of
seven new national parks, including two in New Mexico:
the Manhattan Project National Historic Park and Valles
Caldera National Preserve.
As someone who has participated in restoration projects
on the Valles Caldera with AWF and Los Amigos de Valles
Caldera since 2009, I have mixed feelings about this latter
designation. While that awe-inspiring landscape is entirely worthy of national park status, I hope that the change in
management does not put an end to the important restoration work occurring there.

Inside this Issue:
Congratulations to AWF’s 2015 Board!........pg 2
Events of Interest...........................................pg 4
Membership Form.........................................pg 5

Valles Caldera, now a part of the National Park system.

Along with the good and mixed news, there was also some
very bad news for wildlife and wild lands in the NDAA.
Grazing permits on public lands were automatically extended from 10 to 20 years without environmental review.
Oil and gas permitting on public lands was streamlined,
which will speed extractive development around Chaco
Canyon, among other sensitive areas.
In addition, while the bill protected about 250,000 acres
as wilderness, it also transferred 110,000 acres from public to private ownership. This included 70,000 acres of old
growth forest in Alaska’s Tongass National Forest, which
were given to the Sealaska corporation for logging.
Perhaps the most heartbreaking provision in the entire
bill was the giveaway of 2,400 acres of Arizona’s Tonto
National Forest around Oak Flat and Apache Leap to an
international mining company, which plans to turn it
into the largest copper mine in North America. (Senator
John McCain (R-AZ) had tried to pass this particular land
transfer twice before, but both times it had been stopped
in the House.)

continued on page 3
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CONGRATULATIONS AND THANKS TO THE 2015 AWF BOARD!
As an all-volunteer organization, AWF relies on its board to organize our restoration service projects and monthly educational
presentations, as well as to sustain the mission of the organization from generation to generation.
We thank last year’s board members for continuing their service
and welcome new board members Peter Rothfeld and Cameron
Weber. Looking forward to a great 2015 for AWF!

AWF BOARD 2015
OFFICERS
President – Michael Scialdone
Vice President – Kristina G. Fisher
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Toby Rosenblatt
DIRECTORS
Stephen Bohannon
Kurt Menke
Dennis Muirhead
Glenda Muirhead
Peter Rothfeld
Bob Tilley
Kristin Van Fleet
Cameron Weber
Bill Zeedyk

NO AWF MEETING IN JANUARY — SEE YOU IN FEBRUARY!

OUR AIM:
“The aim and purpose of this little paper is to promote the protection and enjoyment of wild things. As the cone scatters the seeds of the pine and the fir tree, so may
it scatter the seeds of wisdom and understanding among men, to the end that every
citizen may to learn to hold the lives of harmless wild creatures as a public trust for
human good, against the abuse of which he stands personally responsible. Thus, and
thus only, will our wild life be conserved. Be this not done, and that quickly, it must
forever vanish from the earth.”
–Aldo Leopold, in the inaugural issue of the Pine Cone
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This rare Sonoran desert riparian ecosystem was protected
from mining in 1955 by President Eisenhower. Along with
providing outstanding recreational opportunities, the area
is vital habitat for wildlife like grey foxes and coatimundi,
which are drawn to its perennial stream. The site is sacred to the San Carlos Apache, White Mountain Apache,
Ft. McDowell Yavapai, Jicarilla Apache, Navajo, and Hopi
tribes. It includes burial grounds, ceremonial lands, and
territory where tribal members gather medicinal plants
and acorns. The permanent destruction of this unique and
precious landscape is a hard pill to swallow for those of us
who care deeply about protecting wildlife and wild lands.
It should be noted that the NDAA could have been even
worse for conservation than it was. The New Mexico Wildlife Federation (NMWF) reports that Congressman Steve
Pearce (R-NM) and Congressman Rob Bishop (R-UT)
had initially sought to include a provision that would have
closed public access to over 300,000 acres of BLM land
north of the White Sands Missile Range, ending hunting
and recreation in that area. Fortunately, thanks to the active opposition of NMWF and other organizations, this
provision was withdrawn.
Ultimately, however you feel about the balance of good
and bad in the bill, it is disappointing that such major
changes to our national heritage happened with little to no

Photo of the Oak Flat area from the Arizona Daily Star. Learn
more at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yiME3XWEPjU

public debate. The public lands provisions of the NDAA
were developed in secret negotiations between the House
and Senate Armed Services Committees, and the text of
the 1,600-page bill was not made available to the public
until December 2nd, when it was put before the House for
passage. While New Mexico’s public lands fared relatively
well, thanks to our conservation-minded congressional
delegation, this is no way to make major decisions that will
affect our public lands for generations to come.

Kristina G. Fish er
AW F Vice-President

Join the New Mexico Wildlife Federation for a Rally in Support of Our Public Lands!
Thursday, January 29, 2:00 p.m., State Capitol Building
If you hunt, fish, or camp on Forest Service and BLM lands, join NMWF for a rally in support of keeping
these national lands in public hands. There is a movement to seize millions of acres of national public lands
and turn them over to individual states, including New Mexico. If this happens, New Mexicans will lose access to lands we have hunted, fished, and enjoyed for generations.Tell policymakers that you oppose efforts
to transfer our national forests, BLM, National Wildlife Refuges or other federal lands to the state!
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
Outdoors in the Southwest: An Adventure Anthology

FRIDAY, JANUARY 9, 2015, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
NEW MEXICO WILDERNESS ALLIANCE, Santa Fe
As part of its “Hope for Wilderness” free speaker series, the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance presents Andrew
Gulliford, author of “Outdoors in the Southwest: An Adventure Anthology,” at the Travel Bug in Santa Fe.
For more information: http://www.nmwild.org/event/outdoors-in-the-southwest-an-adventure-anthology/

Solar Observing

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10, 2015, 10:00 a.m.
CERRILLOS HILLS STATE PARK, Cerrillos, NM
Just one week past Earth’s closest approach to the Sun, it is the perfect time
to learn about our analemma kiosk and catch views of sunspots and prominences through solar telescopes.
More information: http://www.cerrilloshills.org/events/solar-observing-1

2015 Backcountry Film Festival

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 2015, 10:00 a.m.
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER (PEEC), Los Alamos, NM
The Winter Wildlands Alliance Backcountry Film Festival celebrates its 10th Anniversary, with nine unique films
aimed to inspire winter adventurers to seek the snow less traveled. PEEC and the Reel Deal Theater in Los Alamos are teaming up for a fourth year in a row to offer this popular event. The Pajarito Brewpub will be selling
beer and wine before the show and at intermission, and there will be a raffle with great prizes during intermission. Tickets are $12 in advance or $15 at the door. Despite being shown on two screens, it is expected to be
popular, so we recommend you get your tickets in advance!
More information: https://peecla.z2systems.com/np/clients/peecla/event.jsp?event=5669

12th Annual Tamarisk Coalition Conference:
Advancing Riparian Restoration in the West

FEBRUARY 10-12, 2015, Hotel Albuquerque, Albuquerque, NM
Despite its name, the Tamarisk Coalition’s 12th Annual Conference is not just
about tamarisk! Come learn about the latest advancements, including riparian restoration case studies, success stories, regional riparian management
initiatives, and and the challenges of funding, planning, and implementing
riparian restoration, as well as presentations on novel tools, techniques, and
research. Through concurrent sessions, panels, Q&A, and field trips, you
will discover new information about wildlife and habitat, biological control,
biomass removal/use, native plants, streambank bioengineering, and more.
The conference will include a presentation by AWF President Scial! For
more information and to register:
http://www.tamariskcoalition.org/about-us/events/2015-conference

Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

MAKE THE NEXT 100 YEARS POSSIBLE:
JOIN THE ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION!
The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation has survived and thrived for over a century thanks to the dedication and
generosity of generations of members. We encourage you to join this proud legacy by becoming a contributing
member and helping support AWF’s restoration service projects, monthly environmental education presentations,
and other special events.
Along with becoming a member, you can support AWF’s
work by purchasing one of our Valles Caldera commemorative T-shirts, designed by graphic artist and AWF board
member Stephen Bohannon. It is printed on an organic
cotton shirt and available in sizes S, M, L, & XL.
Price: $20 Shipping: $5
To order, mail in the form below or email your order to:
abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154
r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!

r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________
address:___________________________________________________________________________________________
city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________
phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________
r Student (under 18) ___ $10
r Individual __________ $25
r Family _____________ $35
r Sustaining __________ $50-99
r Patron _____________ $100
r Lifetime ____________ $500 (one-time payment)

Dues: $___________
Extra Contribution: $___________
T-shirt & Shipping: $___________
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $___________

