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Message from the President: Aldo Leopold and the Evolution of AWF
It really is thrilling to be part of an
organization that is celebrating 100
years of conservation advocacy and
very humbling that the roots of the organization go back to Aldo Leopold,
one of the preeminent conservation
thinkers/philosophers of all time.
Most of us inclined toward conservation are familiar with Aldo. The
term “land ethic” inherently meant
something to us the first time we
heard it, and, of course, it was Aldo
who thought this term through and
brought it to bear in A Sand County
Almanac: “A thing is right when it
tends to preserve the integrity, stability, and beauty of the biotic community. It is wrong when it tends otherwise.” In the same book, he also tells
the story where upon watching “a
fierce green fire” die in the eyes of wolf
he had shot, he had an awakening that
all parts of the ecosystem, including
and maybe especially large carnivores,
were important.
It has been with great curiosity that
I and other AWF members have researched the beginning of this organization and it is interesting to note
the parallels to Aldo’s evolving thinking with that of AWF as a whole. The
University of Wisconsin has a comprehensive digital collection of Aldo
Leopold’s works, which begins with a
collection from New Mexico. (The collection can be accessed at the following

link: http://digicoll.library.wisc.edu/
cgi-bin/AldoLeopold/AldoLeopoldidx?type=header&id=AldoLeopold.
ALStatesNMND&isize=L and if you
are interested in helping find information related to AWF, please get in
touch with me!)
In the last issue, we reclaimed Aldo’s
original name for this newsletter, The
Pine Cone, and reprinted the very first
issue. A couple of things stand out in
the original. The first is how well tied-

in it is to the relevant conservation
issue of the day, which was getting a
handle on the wholesale slaughter of
all things wild that was taking place
in the 1800’s and early 1900’s. Wildlife
was viewed as a bounty to be snagged
before your neighbor or the other
trapper got it; or it was a nuisance to
be shot. The conservationist response
to this is laid out in the “Our Platform” section at the top of the newsletter: enforcement of state game law
and respect for such laws; support of
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the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act;
and support of the Hornaday Plan, an
early idea to create refuges for wildlife.
It is the remaining item in the platform that really stands out: support
for “a systematic campaign against the
predatory animal menace to game and
livestock.” In the newsletter, Leopold
penned a column titled “The Varmint
Question” which called for killing off
predators (varmints) to increase the
supply of game. Reading this, the significance of the “fierce green fire” rises
to a whole new level. Aldo spent a
lifetime in careful observation of nature. Through this he was transformed
from one who wrote of predators as
“varmints” to the man put forward the
land ethic.
In 1992, Clifford Mendel, President
of AWF at the time, decided to read

through the bylaws (something admittedly few ever do). He was surprised
to find this statement: “To aid in the
destruction of predators.” The bylaws
were quickly amended to remove this
statement. It clearly didn’t reflect the
thinking the organization in 1992 and
it is safe to assume it hadn’t done so
for decades.
So much is owed to Aldo here in New
Mexico it is hard not to wish he had
spent the rest of his life here, but the
Midwest called him home and in 1924
he ended up in Wisconsin. After living there for a decade, he bought a
piece of property near the Wisconsin
River that became the setting for many
of the stories in A Sand County Almanac. A piece of land that was “tired
from bad management,” he and his
family set in motion a grand restora-

tion effort that continues to this day.
The area is now a marshland and a forest full of native hardwoods.
And so it is what brings many to
be part of AWF today—a chance to
participate in hands-on restoration.
Whether it is planting native species
or building structures to aid the land
in healing itself, the spirit of Aldo is
there. In this yearlong celebration of
AWF’s 100th Birthday, each project
will take on just that extra bit of significance. Throughout that first issue of
The Pine Cone, Aldo sent the message
that the most important thing that can
be done to help wildlife is be informed
and get involved. Please join in on a
project or four this year and celebrate
with us.

Michael Scialdone
AW F President

OUR AIM:
“The aim and purpose of this little paper is to promote the protection and enjoyment of wild things. As the
cone scatters the seeds of the pine and the fir tree, so may it scatter the seeds of wisdom and understanding
among men, to the end that every citizen may to learn to hold the lives of harmless wild creatures as a public trust for human good, against the abuse of which he stands personally responsible. Thus, and thus only,
will our wild life be conserved. Be this not done, and that quickly, it must forever vanish from the earth.”
–Aldo Leopold, in the inaugural issue of the Pine Cone
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FEBRUARY SPEAKER: Judy Calman, New Mexico Wilderness Alliance
Thursday, February 13, 2014, 7:30 pm
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House
1600 5th Street Northwest
(please note different location!)

Topic:
Update on the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument proposal, military trainings in the Cibola National Forest, and recent legal actions
around the Endangered Species Act
Speaker Bio:
Judy Calman moved to New Mexico towards the end of 2001, inspired by
a life-long fascination with the West. After completing degrees in Biology
and Philosophy and working on several political campaigns, she realized her
true passion to be environmental policy. She completed her law degree at
the University of New Mexico, as well as a Masters in Environmental Law
and Policy at the Vermont Law School. She has worked at the City of Albuquerque as an Energy and Wildlife Consultant, with WildEarth Guardians on
endangered species litigation, and at an environmental law firm in Atlanta
opposing new coal plants. For the past three years, Judy has been helping
New Mexico Wilderness Alliance ensure that federal agencies are complying with environmental laws, working to propose more federal lands for Administrative protections, and appealing agency actions that are particularly
damaging to public lands. She represented NMWA in the statewide pit rule
hearings last year, is currently appealing several BLM oil and gas decisions to
the Interior Board of Land Appeals, and has filed suit against the Department
of Justice for a damaging policy regarding Mexican wolves.
Directions/Map
The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th and
Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.

Thanks to AWF board member
and New Mexico Magazine
Assistant Art Director
Stephen Bohannon for
designing AWF’s terrific 100th
anniversary logo!

ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION 1914-2014 • THE PINE CONE, FEBRUARY 2014

2014 RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECTS
Although the details are still being finalized, you can begin to mark your
calendars for AWF’s 2014 volunteer restoration service projects!

March 22-------------------Day project in the Rio Grande Bosque
April 25-27---------------Cebolla Canyon near Grants, NM
May 16-18------------------TBD, possibly Zuni Mountains
June 27-29-----------------TBD, Jemez Mountains or Rio Mora
July 25-27------------------Valles Caldera I
August 22-24-----------Valles Caldera II
September TBD----Limestone Canyon (or Stewart Meadows)
October TBD---------Day project in the Sandia Mountains

AWF BOARD 2014
OFFICERS
President – Michael Scialdone
Vice President – Kristina G. Fisher
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Toby Rosenblatt
DIRECTORS
Stephen Bohannon
Kurt Menke
Dennis Muirhead
Glenda Muirhead
Bob Tilley
Kristin Van Fleet
Bill Zeedyk

Save the date for Saturday, July 19, 2014, as a special 100th
anniversary event is in the works!

UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
The Bear Facts

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2014, 2:00 p.m.
CERRILLOS HILLS STATE PARK, Cerrillos, NM

With spring coming, bears will soon be in the “neighbearhood.” Learn bear natural history, hear stories of
bear-human interactions, and find out how you can help keep bears alive in New Mexico.
More information: http://www.cerrilloshills.org/events/the-bear-facts

Blue Range Wilderness: Boundary Signage & Road Closures
FEBRUARY 21-23, 2014
NEW MEXICO WILDERNESS ALLIANCE

The Blue Range Wilderness, nestled on the border with Arizona, is the only place in the U.S. where the endangered Mexican gray wolf is actively being reintroduced into the wild. Working with the Gila National Forest,
participants will overhaul signage along the wilderness boundary, as well as construct barriers to prevent illegal
ATV intrusion into the wilderness. The group will basecamp at Kelly Campground and work along the eastern
and southern boundary of the wilderness. Cost to participate: $20.00. More information available at:
https://app.etapestry.com/cart/NewMexicoWildernessAlliance/default/item.php?ref=836.0.598751273

AWF 100th Anniversary Presentation

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 2014, 7:00-8:00 p.m.
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER (PEEC), Los Alamos, NM

AWF Vice President Kristina Fisher and Projects Committee member Phil Carter
will give a presentation about AWF’s history and current activities in ecological
restoration across the state, including vital work being done in the nearby Valles
Caldera National Preserve. More information: http://www.pajaritoeec.org/

2014 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
From its founding, AWF has encouraged its members to be informed and active about policies that affect wildlife
and wild lands. With that in mind, we provide the following summary of legislation related to wildlife and land
management that has been introduced during the 2014 Legislative Session (please note that this list is not comprehensive, as legislation is still being introduced).
Members of the public are always welcome to attend legislative committee hearings
and express their support of or opposition to a bill. If you are interested in following the progress of a particular bill, there is a bill-tracking feature available on the
legislature’s website at:
http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/roundhouse/
and you can find contact information for your legislators at:
http://capwiz.com/thinknewmexico/state/main/?state=NM&view=myofficials#0
The 30-day legislative session ends at noon on February 20, 2014.
House Bill 128, Representative Alonzo Baldonado
Senate Bill 157, Senator Clemente Sanchez
Creating stricter penalties for major violations of the
state Fish and Game Act and creating a penalty assessment option for minor hunting and fishing infractions.

Senate Bill 90, Senator Peter Wirth
Requiring the Interstate Stream Commission to spend
federal dollars from the Arizona Water Settlements
Act on conservation alternatives to meeting water demand needs without diverting the Gila River.

House Memorial 3, Representative Mimi Stewart
Senate Memorial 13, Senator Howie C. Morales
Calling for increased penalties for trophy poaching; requesting that the Governor declare a “Trophy
Poaching Awareness Day.”

Senate Bill 90, Senator Peter Wirth
Prohibiting the Interstate Stream Commission from
beginning a diversion project on the Gila River until
funding has been secured to complete the project.

House Bill 73, Representative Bobby Gonzales
Appropriating money to the Economic Development
Department to develop a smartphone application and
computer software for forest restoration projects.
Senate Bill 1, Senator Michael S. Sanchez
Appropriating money to the State Land Office to study
the feasibility of New Mexico acquiring certain “disposal” lands from the federal Bureau of Land Management.
Senate Bill 77, Senator Timothy M. Keller and
Representative Brian F. Egolf
Requiring additional procedures in the application
process for the diversion of water for use outside its
basin of origin.
Senate Bill 80, Senator George K. Munoz
Exempting Humate Mines from the permitting requirements of the New Mexico Mining Act.

Senate Bill 93, Senator Phil Griego
Enacting the Interstate Compact for the Prevention
and Control of Forest Fires.
Senate Bill 138, Senator William P. Soules
Appropriating money to establish a working group to
study likely scenarios for water demand and supply,
climate variability, and economic impacts to the state
and to develop a list of vulnerabilities facing the state
in the next 20 years.
Senate Memorial 36, Senator Michael Padilla
Requesting the New Mexico Congressional Delegation, the U.S. Department of the Interior and the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service work toward restoring funding for the remaining land acquisition for the Valle de
Oro National Wildlife Refuge.
Senate Memorial 47, Senator Ron Griggs
Proposing a framework for the transfer of federal
lands within New Mexico’s borders to the state of New
Mexico, and requesting a study of the capacity of state
agencies to accommodate such a transfer.

The Santa Fe New Mexican, Thursday, January 30, 2014

Wirth wades into Gila River fight, aims
to delay diversion
By Staci Matlock

http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/legislature/wirth-wadesinto-gila-river-fight-with-bill-to-slow/article_f2f6cf4a-a252-51ed-b189c8f4924ba8c0.html

Southwestern New Mexico has a potential new water supply,
a rare treasure in this dry state. But tapping into the resource
means diverting the Gila River, the last free-flowing river in
the state.

“When I look at the costs and benefits, doing the nondiversion projects first absolutely makes sense,” Wirth
said. “Then, before we take that last step about diversion, let’s be darn sure all the money is there.”

Under a 2004 settlement agreement with Arizona, New
Mexico has rights to some 14,000 acre-feet of water from
the Gila and one of its tributaries. The deadline for deciding
what to do with the water is at the end of this year. If New
Mexico doesn’t use it, the water will keep flowing down the
river into Arizona, and the state will forgo millions of dollars in federal funds available for construction of a diversion
project.

Sen. Howie Morales, D-Silver City, signed on as a cosponsor of the bills last week. The Gila River “draws in
visitors and residents that support our local economy,”
Morales said in a prepared statement.

The region’s farmers want the diversion project as a backup,
but conservationists and sportsmen say dams or diversions
would harm wildlife and the outdoor recreation that feeds
the area’s economy.
Estevan Lopez, director of the New Mexico Interstate Stream
Commission, thinks conserving the river and diverting it
aren’t mutually exclusive. “There are ways of finding synergy
that can benefit the environment,” he said.
For a decade, people and agencies on both sides of the Gila
issue have haggled other over what to do. Now they’re running out of time.
Two state senators are sponsoring bills in the current legislative session to address the Gila River basin dilemma. Senate
Bill 89, sponsored by Sen. Peter Wirth, D-Santa Fe, requires
the Interstate Stream Commission to spend a chunk of the
federal dollars available under the agreement to boost water
supplies in the region by conserving water, reusing effluent,
practicing conservation agriculture and restoring watersheds. Wirth said the projects can serve as a conservation
road map for other water-strapped communities in the state.
“These are low-hanging fruit that every part of the state,
municipalities and agriculture should look at,” Wirth said.
Wirth also prefiled SB 90, a bill that requires the commission to secure all funding for a river diversion before seeking approval for the project from the secretary of the U.S.
Department of the Interior.

“If we divert and transfer a significant amount of Gila
water to other parts of the state for urban development, the economic and ecologic health of my district
would be jeopardized now and in the future.”

Tapping a river
The Gila River, a tributary of the Colorado River,
begins in New Mexico’s Gila National Forest and is fed
by a couple of rivers in Arizona. It flows unimpeded
south and west before emptying into Arizona.
Under the 2004 Arizona Water Settlements Act, New
Mexico can harvest 14,000 acre-feet of water a year
from the Gila River and the San Francisco River, a
tributary, as long as the water rights of downstream
users aren’t affected. The Interstate Stream Commission has until December to tell the secretary of Interior what the state is going to do.
If New Mexico builds a diversion and stores the water,
that water can’t be sold or leased anywhere outside the
state.
Under the settlement, the federal government will give
the state $66 million to use on any water resource development projects, including conservation in the Gila
Basin. In addition, the state might be eligible for $62
million more if it develops a river diversion and storage system. Both of those figures are in 2004 dollars.
In 2014 dollars, the total amount would be more, but
still only half the estimated cost of building a diversion, which is recommended by the engineering firm
hired by the Interstate Stream Commission to analyze
options.

“It doesn’t make economic sense to go down that road
when we don’t have even 50 percent of the funds in place
yet,” Wirth said.
Farmers, environmentalists, the general public and municipal, state and federal officials began meeting more
than a decade ago, before the settlement was signed, to
work out a plan. More than 200 meetings later, the Interstate Stream Commission settled on 16 potential projects
in the Gila Basin — from municipal water conservation
to river diversions.
The commission’s staff and contractors are trying to
finish a plethora of studies on how the projects would
impact the region’s hydrology, economy, ecology and
cultural resources. The commission will propose a plan
for the Gila River in August to give the public time to
comment, and it will make a final decision in November.

Debating diversion
Wirth came to the Legislature in 2004, the same year the
Arizona Water Settlements Act was signed. He’s been
a member of the interim Water and Natural Resources
Committee every year and has watched the Gila River
struggle. “We’ve been briefed every year by the [Interstate Steam Commission] about the options,” he said.
“The reason I agreed to sponsor these bills is because I
think this is about way more than the Gila.”

“These two bills are not saying, per se, that the diversion
can’t happen,” Wirth said. “The first bill is simply saying let’s use $82 million as a pilot for the rest of the state
to show what can happen through conservation. The
second says before [the Interstate Stream Commission]
makes a decision that binds us to a dam, let’s make darn
sure where the rest of the money is coming from, so
taxpayers are not on the hook.”

“The state already has huge water infrastructure needs
and monetary obligations under existing water settlements,” Wirth said. “Here is a chance to focus these federal dollars in the Gila on water conservation, efficiency
improvements and watershed restoration projects without any cost to state taxpayers. Not only is this a great
road map for addressing New Mexico’s water supply
issues in the rest of the state, it does not have us embarking on costly engineering projects that move relatively
small amounts of water.”

M.H. Dutch Salmon, a Silver City businessman, sportsman and former state game commissioner, opposes any
form of diversion on the river. “We’re pretty universally
against it,” Salmon said of residents he knows in the area.

Lopez said any diversion on the river would not be a water-holding dam. It could be constructed to allow water
flows to continue past a barrier and would only divert
water periodically from the river when flows are high.
“My staff is being painted as pro-diversion,” he said. “In
my mind, we are trying to keep the diversion on the
table as an option. Some people would like to take the
diversion option off the table.”
Lopez thinks the two Senate bills are designed to constrain the diversion option.

The nonprofit groups New Mexico Wildlife Federation
and Trout Unlimited also oppose the river diversion,
saying it will harm wildlife and outdoor recreation,
which are important to the region’s economy.
Salmon, who is chairman of the nonprofit Gila Conservation Coalition, said this is just the latest attempt to
dam the river. He said there were dams proposed on the
Gila in the 1970s and 1980s.
Salmon said the proposed location for the diversion is
a roadless area prized by outdoors enthusiasts for its
unscathed landscape and unblocked wild river. The diversion would require a large pipe or canal to move the
water. “Even if it is only an occasional diversion, it would
still be a major construction project in a pristine area,”
he said.
Contact Staci Matlock at 986-3055 or smatlock@sfnewmexican.
com. Follow her on Twitter @stacimatlock.

MAKE THE NEXT 100 YEARS POSSIBLE:
JOIN THE ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION!
The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation has survived and thrived for a full century thanks to the dedication and generosity of generations of members who responded to the call to contribute. We encourage you to join this proud
legacy by becoming a contributing member and helping support AWF’s restoration service projects, monthly conservation education presentations, and this year’s special 100th anniversary events.
Along with becoming a member, you can support AWF’s
work by purchasing one of our Valles Caldera commemorative T-shirts, designed by graphic artist and AWF board
member Stephen Bohannon. It is printed on an organic
cotton shirt and available in sizes S, M, L, & XL.
Price: $25 Shipping: $5
To order, mail in the form below or email your order to:
abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154
r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!

r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________
address:___________________________________________________________________________________________
city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________
phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________
r Student (under 18) ___ $10
r Individual __________ $25
r Family _____________ $35
r Sustaining __________ $50-99
r Patron _____________ $100
r Lifetime ____________ $500 (one-time payment)

Dues: $___________
Extra Contribution: $___________
T-shirt & Shipping: $___________
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $___________

