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On November 10, 2017, New Mexico’s Sabinoso Wil-
derness opened to the public for the first time.

The 16,030-acre Sabinoso was designated as wilder-
ness in 2009, but at the time of its creation it was “land-
locked,” surrounded by private property with no way 
for the public to access it. In 2016, the nonprofit Wil-
derness Land Trust purchased the Rimrock Rose Ranch 
on the edge of the Sabinoso with the goal of donating 
it to the public to provide a gateway into the Sabinoso. 
However, the donation was contingent on the federal 
government extending wilderness protections to the 
ranch’s 3,600 acres, and earlier this year, it appeared that 
the Trump administration might not accept the land 
donation with that restriction.

Thanks to advocacy by Senators Martin Heinrich and 
Tom Udall, as well as Representative Ben Ray Luján, 
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke visited the area and ul-
timately agreed to accept the new land as wilderness. 

Now every New Mexican can enjoy this rugged coun-
try, home to wildlife including elk, mule deer, mountain 
lions, and wild turkey. Hikers, hunters, and horseback 
riders can traverse red rock canyons to the headwaters 
of the Canadian River and explore historic sites such as 
the Cañon Largo route used by cavalry traveling from 
Fort Union to Fort Bascom in the 19th century.

In the coming year, there will be many battles to fight 
on behalf of our public lands, from preventing the de-
struction of Bears Ears and Grand Staircase-Escalante 
National Monuments to keeping oil rigs out of sensitive 
caribou breeding grounds in the Arctic National Wild-
life Refuge. With all that on the horizon, it is gratifying 
to be able to celebrate a small victory for public lands 
advocates here in our backyard.

We hope you’ll join us for AWF’s annual holiday pot-
luck and all-member meeting on December 14 to look 
back on our accomplishments over the past year and 
elect our board for 2018. 

We also hope that you’ll join or renew your AWF 
membership this month. Your dues purchase the sup-
plies we need for our restoration projects and educa-
tional programs, and help us carry forward the legacy 
of Aldo Leopold, who founded AWF in 1914 “to restore 
to every citizen his inalienable right to know and love 
the wild things of his native land.”  

A Gift for All New Mexicans
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DECEMBER 14, 2017: Annual Holiday Potluck & Board Election

Join us for our annual holiday potluck to celebrate 
another successful year of restoring our public lands! 

Thursday, December 14, 2017, 7:00 pm
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House 
1600 5th Street Northwest

AWF’s holiday potlucks often feature exotic dishes from our hunting mem-
bers, along with vegetarian fare and delicious desserts. Please bring a dish 
to share and come join the celebration! 

The holiday potluck is also AWF’s official annual meeting, when members 
will elect the board for 2018. If you are interested in becoming more 
involved with AWF, we encourage you to nominate yourself for 
the board! Any AWF member is eligible to serve, and board members lead 
the planning for monthly speakers and restoration service projects. If you 
have any questions about serving on the board, feel free to email Kristina at 
abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com.

Directions to the Meeting:
The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th and 
Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.

Time to renew your AWF membership!
Annual memberships expire in December, so please renew yours today! 
You may pay at the meeting, fill out and mail in the form on the last page 
of this newsletter, or renew online at http://abq.nmwildlife.org/
Your dues pay for restoration tools and supplies and make it possible for 
AWF to provide snacks at meetings and meals at projects. Thank you!



ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION, EST. 1914   •   THE PINE CONE,  DECEMBER 2017

2017 ACTIVITIES REPORT

Ecological Restoration Service Projects

April 1, 2017 – Day project at Valle de Oro National 
Wildlife Refuge, Albuquerque 

May 12-14, 2017 – Riparian restoration in the Rio 
Mora National Wildlife Refuge

July 14-16, 2017 – Riparian restoration in the Valles 
Caldera (Rito de los Indios)

August 11-13, 2017 – Riparian restoration in the 
Valles Caldera (Valle Seco)

August 18-20, 2017 – Wetland restoration in Mid-
night Meadows, near Questa, NM 

September 8-10, 2017 – Riparian restoration in Lime-
stone Canyon, San Mateo Mountains near Magdalena

Sept 29-Oct 1, 2017- Riparian restoration in Cebolla 
Canyon, El Malpais National Conservation Area 

October 14, 2017 – Day project at Cedro Creek near 
Tijeras, NM

Educational Presentations

April 13, 2017 – Miya King-Flaherty, “The Effort to 
Stop Fracking in the Greater Chaco Area”

May 11, 2017 – Norm Gaume, “Stopping a Billion-
Dollar Boondoggle: Update on the Proposed Gila 
River Diversion Project

August 10, 2017 – Dustin Armstrong, Bureau of Rec-
lamation, “Habitat Restoration Along the Rio Grande”

September 14, 2017 – Malia Volke, NM Dept of Game 
and Fish, “Restoring New Mexico’s Riparian Habitats”

October 12, 2017 – Bill Zeedyk, “How to Read the 
Landscape”

November 9, 2017 – “Born to ReWild” documentary

Advocacy & Outreach

January 2017 – Submitted letter of support for the 
National Park Service’s proposal to protect geother-
mal features within Valles Caldera National Preserve 

March 2017 – Signed onto Wilderness Society letter 
of support for a conservation proposal for Valle Vidal

April 2017 – Signed onto letter to NM Congressional 
Delegation in support of protecting the Endangered 
Species Act

May 2017 – Participated in 2017 Butterfly Education 
& Awareness Day

June 2017 – Submitted letters of support for the con-
tinuation of the partnership managing Rio Mora Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge; Participated in first annual 
Rally for the Rio 

August 2017 – Submitted comments on the draft re-
covery plan for Mexican gray wolves; Submitted com-
ments on the draft Environmental Assessment for the 
Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge

September 2017 – Submitted comments opposing   
efforts to weaken or repeal the 2015 Clean Water Rule



UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Afternoon of Land Exploration with the Taos Land Trust
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2017, 12:00-3:00 p.m.
Rio Fernando Park, Taos
Join the Taos Land Trust for an afternoon of seed collecting, water testing, bird counting, 
scavenger hunting, storytelling, soil testing, identifying trees, and lots more! For more info: 
https://www.taoslandtrust.org/join-us-afternoon-land-exploration/

Christmas Bird Count
DECEMBER 14, 2017-JANUARY 5, 2018
AUDUBON NEW MEXICO, Statewide
This winter, at more than 30 locations in New Mexico, groups of bird-watchers will 
be counting every bird they see or hear! As a participant in the Audubon Christmas 
Bird Count, you can join more than 70,000 counters at over 2,300 locations stretch-
ing from the Arctic Circle to the tip of South America. Since 1900, the Christmas Bird 
Count (CBC) has provided scientists with critical data about bird populations in the 
Americas.  For more information: http://nm.audubon.org/nm-christmas-bird-count

Aldo Leopold Writing Contest for Students
ENTRIES DUE FEBRUARY 9, 2018
AWF is a proud supporter of the Aldo Leopold Writing Foundation’s student essay contest. Students in grades  
6-12 are invited to submit a story that reflects Leopold’s land ethic. Learn more about the contest and how to 
participate at: https://www.leopoldwritingprogram.org/youth-writing-contest/
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   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!



AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student (under 18) ___
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               T-shirt & Shipping:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


