THE PINE CONE
Official Newsletter of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation

December 2015
The Pine Cone’s 100th Anniversary

This month marks 100 years since Aldo Leopold wrote
and distributed the first edition of the Pine Cone newsletter under the banner of the Albuquerque Game Protective Association. On December 2, 1915, the group that
would eventually become the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation held its first annual meeting and officially adopted
its founding platform. (For more on AWF’s founding and
history, check out the July 2014 edition of the Pine Cone.)

came through Albuquerque on a national speaking tour
and gave a well-attended talk to the members of the Albuquerque Game Protective Association. Hornaday’s proposal for a national network of wildlife refuges inspired
Leopold and the other founders of AWF, and by December, they were actively expanding their membership, educating the public, and advocating for stronger laws to protect wildlife.

Although AWF had been in existence since the summer
of 1914, it was in late 1915 that its activities shifted into
high gear. In October 1915, the famous conservationist
William T. Hornaday, author of Our Vanishing Wild Life,

Along with a brief report on these activities, that inaugural edition of the Pine Cone (a tightly packed two pages)
included articles on the growth of the game protection
movement across the state (with groups active in Carlsbad,
Magdalena, Roswell, Santa Fe, Silver City, the Sacramento
Mountains, and Taos); an effort to set aside Stinking Lake,
a wetland in northern New Mexico, as a wildlife refuge;
good news on migratory bird populations rebounding
thanks to new protections and bad news about pronghorn
populations shrinking; and a column called “The Varmint
Question” calling for reducing the number of predators so
that people might have more game to hunt.
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DECEMBER 10, 2015: Annual Potluck Banquet & Board Election
Join us for our annual holiday potluck to celebrate the
holidays and another amazing year of AWF!
Thursday, December 10, 2015, 7:00 pm
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House
1600 5th Street Northwest
AWF’s holiday potluck always features exciting dishes from AWF’s hunters,
along with vegetarian fare and delicious desserts. Please bring a dish to share
and come join the celebration!

Time to renew your AWF membership!
Annual memberships expire in December, so please renew yours today!
You may pay at the meeting, fill out and mail in the form on the last page
of this newsletter, or renew online at http://abq.nmwildlife.org/
Your dues fund restoration tools and supplies and make it possible for
AWF to provide snacks at meetings and meals at projects. Thank you!

The holiday potluck is also AWF’s official annual meeting, when members
elect the board for 2016. If you are interested in becoming more in-

volved with AWF, we encourage you to nominate yourself for the
board! Any AWF member is eligible to serve, and board members lead the

planning for monthly speakers and restoration service projects.

Directions to the Meeting:

The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th and
Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.
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2015 ACTIVITIES REPORT
Ecological Restoration Service Projects
March 7, 2015 – Day project at Valle de Oro National
Wildlife Refuge, Albuquerque
April 17-19, 2015 – Riparian restoration in Cebolla
Canyon, El Malpais National Conservation Area
May 15-17, 2015 – Riparian restoration in the Rio
Mora National Wildlife Refuge
June 19-21, 2015 – Wetland restoration in Midnight
Meadows, near Questa, NM
July 17-19, 2015 – Riparian restoration in the Valles
Caldera

April – Steve Harris, “Rio Chama Flow Project & Gila
River Update”

August 14-16, 2015 – Riparian restoration in the
Valles Caldera

June – Kevin Cobble, “Bosque del Apache National
Wildlife Refuge”

September 11-13, 2015 – Riparian restoration in
Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mountains

August – Luis Enrique Ramirez, “Restoring Rio Mora
National Wildlife Refuge”

October 3, 2015 – Day project restoring land on Glorieta Mesa, near Santa Fe

October – Joel Gay, “Update from the New Mexico
Wildlife Federation”

October 17, 2015 – Day project at Cedro Creek near
Tijeras, NM

Miscellaneous

Educational Presentations
February – “Anna, Emma, and the Condors” and
“Gwich’in Women Speak” documentaries
March – Michael “Scial” Scialdone, “River & Bosque
Restoration in the Middle Rio Grande Valley”

February 18, 2015 – Testified to the Albuquerque
City Council about the wildlife impacts of development in the Rio Grande Bosque
March 26, 2015 – Co-hosted a Wetlands Roundtable
celebrating Bill Zeedyk’s restoration work in honor of
his 80th birthday
September 2015 – Signed onto Letter of Support asking Congress to renew and fully fund the Land and
Water Conservation Fund
September 26, 2015 – Participated in Valle de Oro’s
3rd birthday celebration
October 2015 – Published article about Cebolla Canyon Restoration in the Quivira Coalition’s Resilience
journal
October 23, 2015 – Presented on watershed restoration at the Taos Land Trust’s first annual Land and
Water Issues Conference
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
Santa Fe Watershed Association Gala & Raffle

DECEMBER 3, 2015, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Hotel Santa Fe, 1501 Paseo de Peralta, Santa Fe
Join the Santa Fe Watershed Association staff and board (including
AWF Vice-President Kristina Fisher), along with environmental author
Bill deBuys, to celebrate the year’s accomplishments and build a strong
foundation for ongoing work in place-based environmental education,
restoration, stewardship and advocacy! The gala will include mouthwatering refreshments, cash bar, and a raffle of exciting prizes including an
ecotour at Ted Turner’s Armendaris & Ladder Ranches in southern New
Mexico; a seaside getaway for two at the Ritz Carlton in Laguna Niguel,
CA; a night for two at the Four Seasons Resort Rancho Encantado with
breakfast at the famous Terra Restaurant; Ski Santa Fe gift package; Black Mesa Winery tour, and more! (Need
not be present to win the raffle.) Cost: Gala ticket + raffle ticket $50; raffle ticket only $30.
To purchase tickets: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pre-holiday-benefit-gala-tickets-19602152566

Here Today, Gone Tomorrow: Wildlife Adaptations to Winter

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2015, 7:00-8:00 p.m.
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER (PEEC), Los Alamos, NM
Retired wildlife biologist and author Steve Tapia will tell stories of how three different animals prepare for winter: first, he will describe the migration story of
the beautiful western tanager, then explore the tale of the ever-present coyote,
and finally, the story of a savvy survivor, the pika. Steve is best known for his
book De la Tierra: The Natural World of Northern New Mexico, a fact-filled guide
to the wildlife and plants of Northern New Mexico.This program is free, and no
advance registration is required.
For more information: http://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=10829

Christmas Bird Count

DECEMBER 14, 2015-JANUARY 5, 2016
AUDUBON NEW MEXICO, Statewide
This winter, at more than 30 locations in New Mexico, groups of bird-watchers will be counting every bird they
see or hear! As a participant in the Audubon Christmas Bird Count, you can join more than 63,000 counters at
over 2,000 locations stretching from the Arctic Circle to the tip of South America. Since 1900, the Christmas Bird
Count (CBC) has provided scientists with critical data about bird populations in the Americas.
For more information: http://nm.audubon.org/nm-christmas-bird-count

Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!
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continued from page 1:
In the century between that edition of the Pine Cone and
this one, many things have changed. Sportswomen and
female conservationists have joined sportsmen in AWF’s
leadership ranks, and the focus of AWF’s work has broadened from game animals to all wildlife and has shifted
from preservation to restoration as our understanding of
the science of ecology has deepened.
Yet many other things remain unchanged since Leopold’s
day. Hunters, anglers, and recreationists still struggle to
secure access to our public lands, and during the most
recent legislative session, several state lawmakers called
for the extinction of wolves in New Mexico – a sentiment
Leopold rejected over sixty years ago after seeing the ecological damage caused by the elimination of carnivores.
As these ongoing battles demonstrate, Aldo Leopold’s vision of a land ethic, and of our responsibility to the larger
natural community, remains as relevant as ever.
It is inspiring (and humbling) to be a part of carrying
AWF’s legacy forward, helping to keep it true to its roots
even as it evolves to address new conservation challenges
and meet the needs of new generations. We hope you’ll
join us for AWF’s 100th annual banquet this month to
celebrate this organization’s remarkable history, vibrant
present, and promising future. Here’s to another remarkable year of protecting, restoring, and advocating for New
Mexico’s wildlife and wild lands!

Kristina G. Fish er
AW F Vice-President

OUR AIM:
“The aim and purpose of this little paper is to promote the protection and
enjoyment of wild things. As the cone scatters the seeds of the pine and the fir
tree, so may it scatter the seeds of wisdom and understanding among men, to
the end that every citizen may to learn to hold the lives of harmless wild creatures as a public trust for human good, against the abuse of which he stands
personally responsible. Thus, and thus only, will our wild life be conserved. Be
this not done, and that quickly, it must forever vanish from the earth.”
–Aldo Leopold, 1915

MAKE THE NEXT 100 YEARS POSSIBLE:
JOIN THE ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION!
The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation has survived and thrived for over a century thanks to the dedication and
generosity of generations of members. We encourage you to join this proud legacy by becoming a contributing
member and helping support AWF’s restoration service projects, monthly environmental education presentations,
and other special events.
Along with becoming a member, you can support AWF’s
work by purchasing one of our Valles Caldera commemorative T-shirts, designed by graphic artist and AWF board
member Stephen Bohannon. It is printed on an organic
cotton shirt and available in sizes S, M, L, & XL.
Price: $20 Shipping: $5
To order, mail in the form below or email your order to:
abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154
r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!

r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________
address:___________________________________________________________________________________________
city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________
phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________
r Student (under 18) ___ $10
r Individual __________ $25
r Family _____________ $35
r Sustaining __________ $50-99
r Patron _____________ $100
r Lifetime ____________ $500 (one-time payment)

Dues: $___________
Extra Contribution: $___________
T-shirt & Shipping: $___________
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $___________

