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“One of the penalties of an ecological education is that 
one lives alone in a world of wounds. Much of the 
damage inflicted on land is quite invisible to laymen.” 
                   –Aldo Leopold 

The wounds of the world have become pretty visible 
even to laymen in recent weeks, as record-shattering 
triple-digit temperatures in the Pacific Northwest gave 
way to massive wildfires raging from northern Canada 
to Siberia, punctuated by unprecedented rainfalls that 
flooded towns and cities across Europe and Asia. 

New Mexico has so far been spared this latest round of 
extreme weather, and this summer our landscape is vi-
brant green from a robust monsoon. But in recent years 
we have seen record-breaking fires and drought condi-
tions that ominously persist even after snowy winters, 
as the water vanishes into our heating world. 

The changing climate makes the work that AWF does 
all the more important, as our restoration projects hold 
more water on the landscape, strengthening resilience 
for the future.

Yet as important as that work it, it is also wildly insuf-
ficient. As the ravages of recent weeks have shown, we 
need massive mobilization to adapt to and mitigate cli-
mate change. What AWF volunteers do on occasional 
weekends needs to be done constantly and everywhere.

One strategy for scaling up these efforts is to create 
a Civilian Climate Corps, modeled on the Civilian 
Conservation Corps of nearly a century ago. The four 
Democratic members of New Mexico’s congressional 
delegation have signed onto a letter to their leadership 
urging that this new CCC be included in the large 
infrastructure packages being considered by Congress 
this summer. 

The first CCC was created in response to the environ-
mental devastation of the Dustbowl. Between 1933-
1942, the first CCC put half a million people to work 
planting 3 billion trees, reseeding overgrazed land, 
remediating soil erosion, and constructing trails and 
structures in more than 800 parks across the country. 

The challenges facing a Civilian Climate Corps today 
are even greater, but the potential benefits are beyond 
measure. A 21st century CCC could do at a national 
scale what AWF does with our small restoration proj-
ects: build community by bringing people together 
to work toward healing the land. If we can reconnect 
people with their environment and with one another, 
we may be able to avert the existential threats we face 
and build a hopeful future, together.  

The Time Has Come for a 21st Century CCC
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Thursday, August 5, 2021, 7:30 pm
Location: Online

Sagebrush Sea Movie and Discussion
Join AWF on zoom this month, where we’ll watch “The Sagebrush Sea” 
together and then discuss any ideas or questions that come up. This is an 
ecosystem that is both threatened and the subject of active restoration work 
led by Bill Zeedyk and others.

Movie description: “One of the most overlooked ecosystems on the continent consists of a massive sea of 
sagebrush that stretches across 11 states in the American West. This spartan yet spectacular landscape supports 
more than 170 species of hardscrabble birds and mammals. And among those that have adapted to survive here 
are birds found no place else – the Greater Sage-Grouse.”

Directions to the Online Meeting
To join this presentation from your computer, click this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88306334184?pwd=cklVcnZiU1Uxam1jOVNFSUhjZzRwZz09

The Meeting ID is: 883 0633 4184
The Passcode is: 072114

To join by phone, dial either of the following numbers:
1-253-215-8782 or 1-346-248-7799

Then enter the Meeting ID: 883 0633 4184

Then enter the Passcode: 072114

AUGUST 5, 2021 MOVIE NIGHT: The Sagebrush Sea
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AWF BOARD 2021
OFFICERS
President – Cameron Weber
Vice President – Phil Carter
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Kristina G. Fisher

DIRECTORS
Lia Griesser
Rachel Moore
Toby Rosenblatt
Barbara Rosensimon
Paul Ross
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Hamish Thomson
Bob Tilley
Mara Yarbrough
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus

AUGUST 13-15 2021 SERVICE PROJECT: Midnight Meadows

2021 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR
April 23-25..................Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge

May 14-16....................Ft. Union Ranch

June 4-6.......................Ft. Union Ranch

July 16-18.....................Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns

August 13-15................Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM 

August 27-29................Valle Vidal

September 10-12...........Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns

September 24-26..........Rio en Medio, near Santa Fe, NM

October 22-24..............Martinez Ranch, near Anton Chico

Oct/Nov TBD..............Day project at Cedro Creek

LOCATION: Midnight Meadows in the Carson National Forest

THE PROJECT: Midnight Meadows is one of the “wetland jewels” that 
our partner group Amigos Bravos has identified as needing special protec-
tions and restoration priority in the Carson National Forest. During this 
year’s project, we will continue our work building rock restoration struc-
tures and fence exclosures to restore and protect this precious wetland.

SCHEDULE: Friday, August 13 – Sunday, August 15
Volunteers do not need to be present for the entire weekend to participate. 
You are welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or camp for just 
one of the two nights.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping and resto-
ration work, including work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy 
boots, and sunscreen. We will be camping at an altitude of over 10,000 feet, 
so bring layers and warm clothes. It’s been an active monsoon season, so 
be prepared for rain and wet weather (we recommend bringing a change of 
shoes, and waterproof boots or boots you don’t mind getting wet). Plenty 
of water is always essential.
 
FOOD: The Saturday evening potluck is back! AWF will provide break-
fast burritos on Saturday morning and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday 
evening. Please bring a dish to share for the Saturday potluck dinner, along 
with your own lunches, Friday dinner, Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com or 505-480-2906. 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

Click here to review AWF’s current COVID-19 safety protocols.

http://abq.nmwildlife.org/awf-covid-19-safety-protocols.html
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AUGUST 27-29, 2021 SERVICE PROJECT: Valle Vidal

LOCATION: Valle Vidal in northern New Mexico

THE PROJECT: This month, AWF will be returning to the Valle Vidal to 
continue our work building exclosure fences to protect fragile wetlands and 
building rock structures to spread water across the landscape. AWF was the 
first organization to undertake restoration work in the Valle Vidal, starting 
in 1980.

SCHEDULE: Friday, August 27 – Sunday, August 29
Volunteers do not need to be present for the entire weekend to participate. 
You are welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or camp for just 
one of the two nights.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping and resto-
ration work, including work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy 
boots, and sunscreen. We recommend bringing a change of shoes, and wa-
terproof boots or boots you don’t mind getting wet. Rain gear, layers, warm 
clothes for the evenings and plenty of water are essential.
 
FOOD: The Saturday evening potluck is back! AWF will provide break-
fast burritos on Saturday morning and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday 
evening. Please bring a dish to share for the Saturday potluck dinner, along 
with your own lunches, Friday dinner, Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Contact Kristina at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

Click here to review AWF’s current COVID-19 safety protocols.

http://abq.nmwildlife.org/awf-covid-19-safety-protocols.html
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RECAP OF JULY 16-18, 2021 RESTORATION PROJECT

     See lots more photos of AWF’s restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!

When our planned project in Valle Vidal had to be rescheduled from last 
month to this month, we were delighted to be able to return to one of our 
favorite legacy sites in Limestone Canyon. Because July is still nesting sea-
son for the endangered Mexican spotted owl, and there are several breeding 
pairs in the canyon, we did not work along the stretch of Limestone Creek 
where we have focused our efforts since 2007. Instead, we repaired and 
added to a few structures we had built in recent years in the Fisher Canyon 
tributary, and we began building restoration structures downstream of the 
road crossing for the first time. We constructed several one-rock dams to 
raise the streambed, and we deepened and protected a natural pool in the 
creek to improve access to water for wildlife. 

We greatly appreciate Magdalena District Ranger Michael Salazar and For-
est Service Wildlife Biologist David Orozco making it possible for us to 
hold another project at Limestone on such short notice! As always, we look 
forward to retuning.

Thanks, Volunteers!
Esmerelda Lara Aguilar 

Betty Bastai
Braden Belliveau

Phil Carter
William D. Colburn
Steven Del Favero

Candace Duran
Russ Duran

Kristina G. Fisher
Roderick Flores

Jamie Head
Laurie Marnell
Renea Roberts

Toby Rosenblatt
Barbara Rosensimon

Tam Saimons
Marilynn Szydlowski

Hamish Thomson



UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
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Webinars from the Interstate Stream Commission - 50-year Water Planning Effort
As part of its 50-year water planning process, the New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission is holding a series 
of informational webinars:
Tuesday, August 3, 2:00 pm: Projected Climate Change through 2070 – Dr. Dave DuBois
Thursday, August 5, 3:00 pm: Landscape Change, Erosion, Sediment budget in Fluvial systems – Anne Tillery
Monday, August 9, 2:00 pm: Soil Landscapes – Dr. Leslie McFadden
Wednesday, August 11, 2:00 pm: Extreme Precipitation – Dr. Bruce M. Thomson
Friday, August 13, 2:00 pm: Ecological Dynamics – Dr. Craig D. Allen
Tuesday, August 17, 2:00 pm: Water Quality – Dr. Bruce M. Thomson
Thursday, August 19, 2:00 pm: Impacts on Hydrological Processes – Dr. Fred Phillips
Thursday, August 26, 2:00 pm: Surface and Groundwater – Dr. J. Phillip King
Monday, August 30, 2:00 pm: Overview of Regional Differences, Summary -Kristin Pearthree
Wednesday, September 1, 2:00 pm: Resiliency Assessment Information Forum - NMISC staff
For more information and to register to attend any of the webinars: 
https://www.ose.state.nm.us/Planning/50YWP/calendar.php

Pollinator Workshop
SATURDAY, AUGUST 21, 9:30 am.-12:00 p.m., Quarai site, Salinas Monument
INSTITUTE FOR APPLIED ECOLOGY
Join Dr. Olivia Messinger Carril, nationally renowned bee biologist and author of 
Bees in Your Backyard, for a hands-on Bee Identification and Pollinator Workshop 
on National Bee Day, August 21, 2021. The workshop setting is the beautiful Salinas 
Pueblo and Missions National Monument, Quarai site. Limited to 25 people; email 
info@appliedeco.org to register! 

More info: https://appliedeco.org/calendar/pollinator-workshop/

Participate in Urban Reforestation in Albuquerque and Santa Fe
The Dakota Tree Project’s mission is to plant and maintain trees and community gardens and provide training 
for conservation in Albuquerque. Focusing on high-heat, low-income neighborhoods, they attempt to combat 
systemic disparities in the urban tree canopy. For more info on supporting their work and volunteering: 
https://dakotatreeproject.org/

Albuquerqueans are also eligible for “tree-bates” of up to $100 per year for planting and maintaining low and 
medium water use trees. For more info: https://www.abcwua.org/conservation-rebates-tree-rebates/

In Santa Fe, you can get involved with the Santa Fe Watershed Association’s new CommuniTree network, 
which is aimed at sustaining and expanding ecologically-appropriate vegetative cover and urban tree canopy 
throughout the Santa Fe River watershed. Call the Santa Fe Watershed Association at 505-820-1696 for more 
information on volunteer opportunities planting and watering trees. To learn more about the program, visit: 
https://www.santafewatershed.org/communitree/

   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!



AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student  ___________
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


