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“The last word in ignorance is the man who says of an ani-
mal or plant, “What good is it?” If the land mechanism as 
a whole is good, then every part is good, whether we under-
stand it or not. If the biota, in the course of aeons, has built 
something we like but do not understand, then who but a 
fool would discard seemingly useless parts? To keep every 
cog and wheel is the first precaution of intelligent tinkering.” 

 -Aldo Leopold

One of the most noble and forward-looking laws ever en-
acted was the Endangered Species Act of 1973. This law 
expanded our circle of interest beyond humankind, and 
expressed our commitment to ensuring the survival of 
other species for their own sake, regardless of their benefit 
to us.

Sadly, this law has been under attack from almost the mo-
ment it was implemented, and today, the Endangered Spe-
cies Act is in greater jeopardy than ever before.

Fearing that they may lose one or both chambers of Con-
gress in the midterm election, Republicans are pushing 
more than two dozen bills and rules designed to gut the 
EPA. For example, Congressional Republicans added rid-
ers to a defense funding bill prohibiting the greater prairie 
chicken and sage grouse from being listed as endangered 
for the next decade, opening their habitats to unlimited oil 
and gas development even if it drives these birds to extinc-
tion. Another bill would delist the gray wolf.

Worse than these legislative efforts, which are unlikely to 
pass the Senate, are the actions being taken by the Interior 
and Commerce Departments, which last week unveiled 
proposals for changing how the ESA is enforced. The new 
rules would make it harder to add new species to the list 
and easier to remove them; would strip protections for 
species listed as “threatened” rather than “endangered”; 
and would for the first time require an analysis of eco-
nomic costs and benefits to determine whether a species 
is worth saving.

So what can we do?

National conservation organizations have organized calls 
to action where you can contact your Congresspeople and 
federal agencies. As soon as the administrative rules weak-
ening the ESA are published, we’ll let you know where you 
can submit an official comment opposing them. 

But just as important as communicating with lawmak-
ers are the conversations that you have with your friends, 
families, colleagues, and neighbors. The ESA passed in 
the first place because Americans actively, vocally cared. 
If voters once again make it clear that protecting species 
and their habitats is a priority, the politicians will follow. 

Forty-five years ago we took collective action to bring spe-
cies back from the brink of extinction – we can and must 
do so again today.

Protect the Act that Protects Species

Inside this Issue:
August Educational Presentation..................pg 2

August Restoration Projects..........................pg 3

Events & Announcements............................pg 5 

Membership Form.........................................pg 6 Kristina G. Fish er
AWF President

https://act.biologicaldiversity.org/onlineactions/kI6tpzUoukShooLX4Dpeqw2
https://action.foe.org/page/6356/action/1


ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION, EST. 1914   •   THE PINE CONE,  AUGUST 2018

Thursday, August 9, 2018, 7:30 pm
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House 
1600 5th Street Northwest

Topic: Building Resilience in the Jemez: the Southwest Jemez 
Mountains Collaborative Landscape Restoration Project
At this month’s meeting, we’ll hear from Cecil Rich, the Fish and Aquatic 
Program Manager for the Santa Fe National Forest, about the Southwest 
Jemez Mountains Collaborative Landscape Restoration Project. This proj-
ect is a long-term forest and watershed restoration strategy designed to 
increase the forest’s resilience to wildfire and other disturbances by using 
low-intensity fire to return fire to the landscape; protect cultural resources; 
create local economic development opportunities; and improve wildlife 
habitat, watershed and riparian conditions, vegetation diversity, and water 
quality with strategies like building beaver analog dams.

Speaker: Cecil Rich
Cecil Rich has been serving as the Fish and Aquatic Program Manager on 
the Santa Fe National Forest since 2015. Prior to that he worked for state 
and federal agencies in Alaska for 15 years conserving aquatic habitats. He 
completed a master’s degree at Montana State and a PhD at Purdue Univer-
sity in fisheries and aquatic science.

Directions to the Meeting:
The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th and 
Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.

AUGUST 9, 2018 MEETING: Building Resilience in the Jemez
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2018 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 17................Day project at Valle de Oro
April 6-8.................Wolf Creek, Ft. Union, NM
May 4-6..................Red Canyon Reserve
May 18-20...............Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
June 22-24..............Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM
August 10-12...........Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM
Aug 31-Sept 2..........Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
September 14-16.....Valles Caldera
October 20.............Day project at Cedro Creek

AWF BOARD 2018
OFFICERS
President – Kristina G. Fisher
Vice President – Cameron Weber
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Toby Rosenblatt

DIRECTORS
Braden Belliveau
Stephen Bohannon
Phil Carter
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Bob Tilley
Kristin Van Fleet
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus

AUGUST 10-12, 2018 PROJECT: Midnight Meadows with Amigos Bravos

PLEASE CHECK SCHEDULE BELOW FOR REVISED 
PROJECT DATES AND LOCATIONS!

LOCATION: Midnight Meadows in the Carson National Forest 

THE PROJECT: Midnight Meadows is one of the “wetland gems” that our 
partner group Amigos Bravos has identified as needing special protections 
and restoration priority in the Carson National Forest. During this project, 
we will begin building rock restoration structures to restore and protect this 
precious wetland.

SCHEDULE: 
Friday, August 10 - Sunday, August 12
Volunteers are welcome to camp one or both nights, or just join us for the 
Saturday workday and potluck. Kids and well-socialized dogs are welcome.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping. For the work, 
you’ll want gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, and sunscreen. 
We will be camping at an altitude of over 10,000 feet, so bring layers and 
warm clothes. Be prepared for rain and wet weather.
 

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and bi-
son or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to share for 
the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, snacks, Friday 
dinner, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com or 505-480-2906. 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.



AUGUST 31-SEPTEMBER 2, 2018 SERVICE PROJECT: Limestone Canyon

LOCATION: Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mountains

THE PROJECT: For over a decade, one of our favorite restoration sites has 
been Limestone Canyon in the San Mateo Mountains, southwest of Magda-
lena. Our efforts to slow the water and allow it to wet the valley bottom have 
dramatically changed the canyon, and one result has been that a relict stand 
of narrowleaf cottonwood trees began sending up new shoots. Our work 
this year will focus on building more rock structures to raise the streambed 
and continue rewetting the meadows. 

SCHEDULE: 
Friday, August 31 - Meet at campsite. Dinner on your own.

Saturday, September 1 - Breakfast burritos and coffee/tea provided by AWF. 
Safety talk, project overview, and begin work on project. Lunch on your 
own; potluck dinner with burgers provided by AWF. Campfire/socializing.

Sunday, September 2 - Breakfast on your own (leftovers often available). 
Continue restoration work; leave as you need to.

Note: We held this year’s Limestone Canyon project over Labor Day week-
end so that anyone who chooses can spend an extra night at this beautiful 
location, so please feel free to camp with us Sunday night as well. 

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping. For the work, 
you’ll want gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, and sunscreen. 
Be sure to bring layers, warm clothes, and plenty of water.
 

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and bi-
son or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to share for 
the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday dinner, 
Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com or 505-480-2906. 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.
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   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

Quivira Coalition Comanche Creek Watershed Restoration Workshop
AUGUST 2-5, 2018, Valle Vidal
Join the Quivira Coalition for its annual restoration workshop near Amalia, New 
Mexico in the Valle Vidal! Volunteers will work in the Foreman, Sawmill, and Spring-
wagon tributaries to Comanche Creek. REGISTRATION CLOSES JULY 30, 5:00 PM. 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2018-comanche-creek-volunteer-weekend-registration-47900888848

Wildlife for All: Re-Envisioning State Wildlife Governance
AUGUST 14-15, 2018, National Hispanic Cultural Center, Albuquerque 
As dissatisfaction grows with state wildlife policies and institutions, the time seems right for a national summit 
on transforming state wildlife governance. This gathering will bring together wildlife advocates, academics, 
elected officials, agency personnel, hunters, and anglers to discuss how we create the policies and institutions 
we need to protect our wildlife. To register: https://www.wildmesquite.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=33

Hummingbird Banding
SATURDAY, AUGUST 11, 8:00-10:00 a.m.: Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge
SATURDAY, AUGUST 18, 8:00-10:00 a.m.: Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge
Ann Adams, President of Los Amigos de Sevilleta and experienced hummer handler, will dem-
onstrate hummingbird banding. No reservations required. 
For more info on the August 11 event: https://www.facebook.com/events/1831934853532718/
For the August 18 event: https://www.facebook.com/events/2128450660745302/

Butterfly Count
SATURDAY, AUGUST 25, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
SEVILLETA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
Take part in Sevilleta’s Third Annual Butterfly Count! Dress for the weather and bring 
plenty of water. For more info: https://www.facebook.com/events/2190388227907903/

Second Annual Bear Festival
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER
SATURDAY, AUGUST 25, 2018, 10:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.
At this year’s Bear Festival, you can learn more about the amazing bears that we share 
our home with and better understand what we can do to make sure we both humans and 
bears stay safe. PEEC is celebrating black bears all week long at the nature center, so check 
their website for other bear programs: https://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=23649

MARK YOUR CALENDARS for the RISE FOR THE CLIMATE MARCH!
Saturday, September 8, 10:00 a.m. in Albuquerque

More info: https://actionnetwork.org/events/rise-for-the-climate-albuquerque

EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS



AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student (under 18) ___
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


