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August 2016
Celebrating a Century of the National Park Service
This month we celebrate the centennial of the National
Park Service. When President Woodrow Wilson signed
the law creating the Park Service on August 25, 1916,
there were only 35 national parks and monuments. Today, that number has grown to 411.
This remarkable expansion reflects a deep national love
of our parks. Wallace Stegner famously wrote that that
the national parks are “the best idea we ever had. Absolutely American, absolutely democratic, they reflect us
at our best rather than our worst.” Setting aside some
the country’s most beautiful landscapes for the shared
use of all Americans was indeed an impressively egalitarian and forward-thinking idea, which set an example
for the rest of the world.
Yet our national commitment to the parks has not kept
pace with that vision. Last year, 307 million people visited national parks – yet the entire Park Service budget
was less than $3 billion a year. Meanwhile, the parks
have close to $12 billion (and growing) in deferred
maintenance expenses for things like upkeep to trails,
roads, bridges, and campgrounds.
A more existential threat to the national parks is the
Republican Party’s increasing hostility to the concept
of public lands. This year’s Republican Party platform
included the demand that: “Congress shall immediately
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pass universal legislation providing for a timely and
orderly mechanism requiring the federal government
to convey certain federally controlled public lands to
states.” Whether we are able to celebrate our national
parks a century from now may hinge on the outcome of
this November’s elections.
All is not doom and gloom, however. AWF volunteers
have spent weekends the past two months working in
one of the newest additions to the Park Service: the
Valles Caldera National Preserve, which was transferred to the Park Service in late 2014. Our work was
made possible by the fact that the law transferring the
Valles Caldera to the Park Service included specific directives to continue the science, education, and restoration work that had begun under the management of the
Valles Caldera Trust. This expansion of the Park Service
mission from pure preservation to active restoration is
a hopeful sign that the agency is evolving to become the
land manager we need in the 21st century.
Now it is up to us to make the most of our nation’s “best
idea,” recognize the incomparable value of our national
parks, and make sure that the Park Service has the support and resources it needs to take care of these lands
for many more generations to come.

Kristina G. Fish er
AW F President
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AUGUST 11, 2016 MEETING: Melanie Gisler
Thursday, August 11, 2016, 7:30 pm
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House
1600 5th Street Northwest
Topic: The Missing Ingredient for Habitat Restoration in the
Southwest – Native Seed
At our next meeting, we will hear from Melanie Gisler, Director of the Southwest Program of the Institute for Applied Ecology (IAE).
Conservation and recovery of wildlife populations ultimately hinges upon
the health of the plant communities that form the basis of their habitats.
How can we reestablish appropriate plant communities with a limited supply of commercially available native seed? What level of restoration success
can we expect from seed that has low genetic diversity and is not locally
adapted?
Melanie will speak about new conservation initiatives underway by IAE SW,
including a collaborative native plant materials development project to increase the availability and diversity of native seed for restoration projects in
New Mexico and Arizona. Other program initiatives include habitat restoration for pollinators and monarch butterfly.

Speaker Bio: Melanie Gisler, Institute for Applied Ecology
The Institute for Applied Ecology is a nonprofit organization dedicated to
conserving native species and habitats through restoration, research, and
education. Prior to launching IAE’s Southwest Program in Santa Fe in May
2015, Melanie was the director of the Habitat Restoration Program at the
Corvallis, Oregon office. For the last 15 years at IAE, she has led regional
native plant materials development programs as well as recovery projects
for rare plants and butterflies. Over her career, Melanie has worked in botany and restoration ecology for several public agencies including the Bureau of Land Management, Pacific Northwest Research Station of the Forest
Service, NRCS Los Lunas Plant Materials Center, the City of Austin’s Zilker
Botanical Garden, and The Nature Conservancy. She received her Master of
Science degree in Botany from the University of British Columbia (1997)
and Bachelor’s degree in Biology from the University of New Mexico (1992).

Directions to the Meeting:

The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th and
Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.
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AUGUST 19-21, 2016 SERVICE PROJECT: Midnight Meadows
LOCATION: Midnight Meadows in the Carson National Forest near Questa, New Mexico.
THE PROJECT: AWF is partnering with our friends at Amigos Bravos on
this project, as we did last June. We will continue our work repairing exclosures protecting a high meadow stream, planting native vegetation, and
developing an inventory to identify sites in need of restoration structures.
SCHEDULE:
Friday, August 19 - Meet at campsite. Dinner on your own.
Saturday, August 20 - Breakfast burritos and coffee/tea provided by AWF.
Safety talk, project overview, and begin work on project. Lunch on your
own; potluck dinner with burgers provided by AWF.
Sunday, August 21 - Breakfast on your own (leftovers often available). Short
work day for those who can stay until noon; leave as you need to.
GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping. For the work,
you’ll want gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, and sunscreen.
We will be high in the mountains, so bring layers and warm clothes.
FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to share for
the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday dinner,
Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com or 505-480-2906.
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

2016 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

AWF BOARD 2016

March 12...............Day project at Valle de Oro
April 15-17............Cebolla Canyon near Grants, NM
May 20-22.............Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
June 17-19.............Valles Caldera I
July 22-24..............Valles Caldera II
August 19-21..........Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM
September 9-11......Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
October 8..............Day project on Glorieta Mesa
October 15............Day project in the Sandia Mountains
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RECAP OF JULY 22-24, 2016 RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECT
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Once again last month found AWF and Los Amigos de Valles Caldera volunteers hard at work in the beautiful Valle Seco area of the Valles Caldera
National Preserve. Nearly 40 volunteers joined Karen Menetrey of the New
Mexico Environment Department and Scott Compton of the Park Service
to complete 11 rock structures and a major fence exclosure.

The exclosure is designed to protect a rare stand of Bebb willows from
overgrazing by elk. Last month, the willows had sent up many new shoots,
but by the time we arrived for this project, most of that new growth had
been devoured. With the completed exclosure in place, these aging trees
will have a chance to produce a new generation of willows.
Meanwhile, another group of volunteers constructed a series of Zuni bowls,
one-rock dams, and rock rundowns laid out by Bill Zeedyk in the Suplhur
Creek drainage. Shawn Dietrich had assisted Bill with the layout and did
a great job guiding the volunteers. Tons of rock was placed to help spread
water across the meadows and keep the wetlands healthy and growing.
The tired but satisfied crew returned to camp around 4:00 p.m. on Saturday
to meet and greet Preserve Superintendent Jorge Silva-Bañuelos, his wife
Ellen, and daughter Alida. Our traditional potluck dinner was followed
by another Valles Caldera tradition: a pounding monsoon that left behind
dramatic skies, complete with rainbows and brilliant sunset clouds. It’s no
wonder we keep coming back to the Valles Caldera!
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JULY VALLES CALDERA PROJECT RECAP CONTINUED
On Sunday morning, Jack Crane got his red truck home safely (he sends his thanks to all who helped when it got stuck),
and he returned Tuesday to haul AWF’s kitchen trailer out of the woods to the highway, wrapping up another successful
year. AWF and Los Amigos look forward to continuing our partnership of Valles Caldera restoration in 2017!

See lots more photos of this and other restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
Planting for Pollinators

AUGUST 11-14, 2016
SKY ISLAND ALLIANCE, Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument
Sky Island Alliance is teaming up with the National Park Service and Borderlands Restoration to plant native vegetation that will help stabilize a recently burned hillside,
as well as provide nectar and pollen for wildlife. For more info:
https://skyislandalliance.givezooks.com/events/august-pollinator-planting-at-gila-cliff-dwellings-nati

Monarch Butterflies in the Southwest Workshop

MONDAY, AUGUST 15, 2016, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER, Los Alamos
Join PEEC for an exciting workshop featuring information about monarch biology, migration, and conservation,
plus an opportunity to join Citizen Science research in New Mexico and the southwestern United States. Learn
about the history of chasing monarchs, the monarch life cycle, and the importance of milkweed, Asclepias, the
monarchs’ only host plant. This workshop is presented by the Southwest Monarch Study, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization dedicated to monarch butterfly research and conservation. For more information:
http://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=15524

Save Our Springs!

TUESDAY, AUGUST 16, 2016, 5:30-7:00 p.m., Jewish Community Center, Albuquerque
NEW MEXICO WILDERNESS ALLIANCE
Attend a public hearing on proposed geothermal energy development in areas around
the Valles Caldera and join the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance in advocating for the
protection of precious groundwater and recreational resources. For more action and to
submit comments on this issue: http://nmwild.org/our-work/wilderness-defense/save-our-springs

Sabinoso Wilderness Volunteer Service Project

AUGUST 26-28, 2016
NEW MEXICO WILDERNESS ALLIANCE
Help the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance Volunteers get the Rimrock Rose Ranch
ready for transfer to the BLM and into the Wilderness Preservation System. Volunteers will remove a large wooden shade structure and wooden horse corral, and will
remove fences as time and volunteers permit. For more information:
http://www.nmwild.org/events-outings/27-sabinoso-volunteer-service-projects

Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!
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CALLS TO ACTION: GET INVOLVED FOR WILDLIFE!
Citizen Advisors Needed for New Mexico Habitat Stamp Program
The New Mexico Department of Game and Fish is seeking individuals to
serve as volunteer citizen advisors to the Habitat Stamp Program. Advisors review and provide guidance to the department about proposed
projects, planning documents and program direction. The commission
is scheduled to appoint 35 new citizen advisors.
Advisors are appointed by the New Mexico Game Commission to serve
on one of five committees around the state. Committees are composed
of seven members. Members are selected to represent sporting and
nonsporting conservation and public-land grazing permittee interests.
Advisors serve three-year terms.
Everyone who hunts, fishes or traps on lands managed by the U.S. Forest Service or Bureau of Land Management must purchase a $5.00 Habitat Stamp along with the appropriate license. Proceeds from stamp sales are
used to fund wildlife habitat improvement projects throughout the state.
Citizen advisors meet with federal and state biologists each winter to discuss current habitat conditions, regional habitat plans, and future habitat projects. They meet again in the spring to recommend projects to fund.
Advisors also can attend optional field trips during the summer.
To apply, please visit http://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/conservation/habitat-information/habitat-stamp/
Applicants will be evaluated based upon:
• Availability to attend meetings and participate in program activities.
• Familiarity with the program and wildlife conservation or habitat restoration activities.
• Knowledge of public lands and habitats.
• Qualifications to represent a particular constituent group.

Applications will be accepted through August 31, 2016.

Please contact Reuben Teran, (505) 476-8130 or ReubenS.Teran@state.nm.us with any questions.

Submit Comments on New Mexico’s State Wildlife Plan
The New Mexico Willdife Federation (NMWF) attended the June meeting of the New Mexico Game Commission
and has an excellent summary here: http://nmwildlife.org/news/game-commission-recap-june-2016-meeting/
One key item on the agenda was an update to the State Wildlife Action Plan. This Action Plan is required by
federal law and is intended to lay out a strategy for the long-term conservation of each state’s threatened
and endangered wildlife. As NMWF notes in its summary, the Game Commission met with “oil & gas, a range
improvement task force, the New Mexico Department of Agriculture, the Cattlegrowers Association, and the
livestock bureau” and reduced the number of species included in the plan from 455 to 255.

Now it’s YOUR turn to be heard: the Game and Fish Department will collect public comments from
August 2nd through the 31st and the final plan will be presented on November 17th. Check out the
plan and submit comments here: http://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/conservation/state-wildlife-action-plan/

MAKE THE NEXT 100 YEARS POSSIBLE:
JOIN THE ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION!
The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation has survived and thrived for over a century thanks to the dedication and
generosity of generations of members. We encourage you to join this proud legacy by becoming a contributing
member and helping support AWF’s restoration service projects, monthly environmental education presentations,
and other special events.
Along with becoming a member, you can support AWF’s
work by purchasing one of our Valles Caldera commemorative T-shirts, designed by graphic artist and AWF board
member Stephen Bohannon. It is printed on an organic
cotton shirt and available in sizes S, M, L, & XL.

Get one while they last - supplies are limited!
Price: $20 Shipping: $5

To order, mail in the form below or email your order to:
abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154
r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!

r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________
address:___________________________________________________________________________________________
city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________
phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________
r Student (under 18) ___ $10
r Individual __________ $25
r Family _____________ $35
r Sustaining __________ $50-99
r Patron _____________ $100
r Lifetime ____________ $500 (one-time payment)

Dues: $___________
Extra Contribution: $___________
T-shirt & Shipping: $___________
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $___________

