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WORKING TOWARD RESILIENCE
The summer rains have arrived! After having to cancel our June service project in 
Red Canyon due to fire danger and just barely making it into Valles Caldera in July 
(not long after the Thompson Ridge fire swept through the area), most of New 
Mexico received precipitation that was well above average in July. 

Yet as we know, the drought continues. The period from July 2012-June 2013 was 
the 2nd driest year on record in New Mexico. And now that the rains have come, 
many of them have been very intense precipitation events, such as the storm that 
brought a record-breaking 1.36 inches of rain to Albuquerque on July 26.

In order to help New Mexico’s wildlife weather the drought and benefit from the 
rain (no matter how hard it falls!) one important step we can take is to improve the 
resilience of the wild lands they depend on. That is the goal of the work being done 
by AWF’s terrific volunteers: restoring riparian vegetation and building structures to 
help capture precipitation and allow it to percolate more slowly through the land-
scape. With three more volunteer service projects coming up in 2013, we hope you 
will join us in this important and inspiring work!
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-Kristina

NO MONTHLY MEETING IN AUGUST - 
see you in September!

Check the AWF website and next month’s newsletter for information on 
the September meeting. We look forward to seeing you then! 



AUGUST VOLUNTEER SERVICE PROJECT:
Valles Caldera, August 16-18, 2013

THE PROJECT: Once again this month, AWF is teaming up with Los 
Amigos de Valles Caldera for a project in the Valles Caldera National 
Preserve. Our primary focus will be on enhancing water quality in 
the San Antonio Creek, a major tributary to the Jemez River.  The 
work will involve digging, transporting, and placing sod clumps and 
building some rock structures to stabilize small headcuts and ero-
sion gullies in two small tributaries in the far northwestern part of 
the creek.  We also plan to finish a fence exclosure in the Valle Jara-
millo to protect the willows we planted at the July workshop.

LOCATION: We will be camping inside the Preserve at the San An-
tonio Cabin area. Access will be through the main gate in the Valle 
Grande on Highway 4. Access into the Preserve will be limited to 
Friday afternoon/evening and before 8:00 a.m. Saturday at the Valle 
Grande Staging Area in consideration for the safety of riders partici-
pating in the Cruise the Caldera Mountain Bike Ride.

Children are welcome, but no pets are permitted on the Preserve. Tents, pickup campers, small RV’s and 
tent or travel trailers are allowed. 

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping. For the work, don’t forget gloves, hat, long sleeves, 
long pants, sturdy boots, and sunscreen. Warm clothes for the evenings and plenty of water are essential. Plan 
for unpredictable New Mexico weather, including sun, rain, and wind. Nighttime temperatures will probably be 
in the high 40’s.

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday eve-
ning. Please bring something to share for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday din-
ner, and Sunday breakfast. AWF will provide snacks and water (please bring your own mug or water bottle). 

TO SIGN UP: 
Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com 

Directions and details  will be sent to you after you sign up 



RECAP OF JULY SERVICE PROJECT
Valles Caldera - July 19-21, 2013

Thanks to our
volunteers!

Participants in AWF’s July
Volunteer Service Project: 

Dolores Barbero
Rachel Boothby

Phil Carter
Claire Catlett

Kyle Cochrane
Jack Crane

Darlene Crane
Diego Cristy

Raphael Cristy
Rodney Conant

Brigette de Saint Phalle
Rich Diver
Barb Diver

Kristina G. Fisher
Michelle Freeman

Peggy Gautier
Colin Hallmark
Sandie Kutarina

Ed Lucero
Laurie Marnell
Andy McCraw

Bob Nordstrum
Lee Otteni

Toby Rosenblatt
Michael Scialdone

Marilynn Szydlowski
Hamish Thomson

Bob Tilley
Nina Wells

Twenty-nine volunteers with AWF and Los Amigos de Valles Caldera came 
together for a weekend of stream restoration along Jaramillo Creek, a 
tributary of the East Fork of the Jemez. By Saturday afternoon, the group 
had planted 1,500 willow poles and built a fence around a half-acre exclo-
sure to keep the elk from eating the new trees.

  

   Check out more photos of this and other AWF volunteer service projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org

That evening, just after a delicious potluck dinner, a long, heavy rain be-
gan. When we returned to the work site the next morning, we found that 
Jaramillo Creek had flooded the entire valley! Although the upstream side 
of the exclosure did not survive the flood, the water, sediment, and debris 
were exactly what the young willows needed to take root and thrive.

Planting the willows Saturday...

...and checking on them
 Sunday after the flood.

This little creek flooded the entire valley!



2013 AWF Project Schedule
mark your calendars!
MARCH 23           

APRIL 19 to 21  
   

MAY 17 to 19  
 

JUNE 15 & JUNE 29

JULY 19 to 21 

AUGUST 16 to 18 

SEPTEMBER 13 to 15 

OCTOBER 19 

Local day project in the Albuquerque Open Space

Cebolla Canyon, SE of  Grants, NM

Zuni Mountains

Glorieta Mesa 

Valles Caldera

Valles Caldera

Limestone Canyon in the San Mateo Mountains

Local day project with the Sandia Ranger District

a
a
a
a
a

Valles Calderas Potato Salad  
By Marilynn Szydlowski  

Ingredients
4 lb red potatoes              
4 Tbsp cider vinegar
3 fresh jalapenos, seeded and chopped
2 cups fresh cilantro, chopped   
1 ½ shallots, chopped (or ½ c onion)
1 garlic clove, chopped             
¼ cup extra virgin olive oil.
 
Instructions
1. Cover potatoes with salted cold water by 1 inch; simmer until tender about 15 minutes.
2. While potatoes cook, chop jalapenos with cilantro, shallots, and garlic. Chop very fine or use a food pro-
cessor. When done add the oil and 3 Tbsp of vinegar.
3. Drain potatoes and rinse under cold water. Cube potatoes lengthwise and while still warm, gently toss 
with 1 Tbsp vinegar.
4. Cool potatoes to room temperature. Toss with salsa and serve.
If taking to a picnic, add the dressing when you get there.

AWF RECIPE CORNER
One of the highlights of participating in AWF’s service projects is the opportunity to sample all sorts of wonder-
ful dishes at the Saturday night potluck dinners. We are excited to share some of those recipes in this newsletter, 
and encourage you to send yours in to abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!



AWF’s Board 
OFFICERS

President – Michael Scialdone
Vice President – Kristina Gray Fisher

Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Toby Rosenblatt

DIRECTORS
Stephen Bohannon

Larry Dwyer
Dennis Muirhead

Kurt Nolte
Luke Shelby
Bob Tilley
Bill Zeedyk
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Crews work to protect Valles Caldera 
National Preserve after fire
By Staci Matlock

Forest Service and National Park crews are in the Valles 
Caldera National Preserve this week stacking sandbags 
and cutting burned trees to protect historic cabins that are 
threatened by floods during the monsoon.

The Thompson Ridge Fire, which was started May 31 by a 
downed power line and burned close to 24,000 acres in the 
preserve, has left the area vulnerable to erosion and flash 
flooding.

Work in the preserve is being conducted under a plan cre-
ated by a federal Burned Area Emergency Response team 
that specializes in identifying the biggest risks to property 
and people after fires. The plan was approved July 16.

Among the cultural resources the BAER team thought need-
ed extra protection are historic cabins near the Baca Ranch 
headquarters. The Granite Mountain Hotshot crew from 
Prescott, Ariz., defended the cabins and other structures 
from the fire on June 4; three weeks later, 19 of the crew died 
when a fire in Arizona trapped them.

Crews this week are also working to install warning signs, 
planting seeds to stabilize soil and removing hazard trees in 
danger of falling across roads or onto the cabins.

“Hazard tree removal near those buildings and along an im-
pacted portion of [Forest Road] 105 is the top priority,” said 
BAER team leader John Barksdale in a statement.

Volunteers are sought to help on other projects within the 
Valles Caldera National Preserve. Los Amigos and the Al-
buquerque Wildlife Federation are hosting workdays Aug. 
16-18 in the preserve. Day volunteers are welcome, but vol-
unteers also can camp out. Volunteers will work on erosion 
reduction and fish habitat projects. 

Learn more at www.losamigosdevallescaldera.org.

AWF IN THE NEWS!



AWF Membership Application

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student (under 18) ___
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               T-shirt & Shipping:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

AWF’s Valles Caldera T-shirt was designed by Stephen 
Bohannon, the graphic artist and AWF board member 
who designed our popular Valle Vidal shirt a few years 
ago. It is printed on an organic cotton shirt and available 
in sizes S, M, L, & XL.

Price: $25    Shipping: $5

To order, mail in the form below or email your order to:
abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

JOIN AWF!
Become a part of this unique all-volunteer organization dedicated to the protection 

and restoration of New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat!
If you enjoy attending AWF’s monthly meetings or weekend service projects, we hope you’ll help us make 
them possible by becoming a member! And if you’re already a member, please consider buying an AWF-
exclusive Valles Caldera T-shirt for yourself or as a gift for a friend or family member. 


