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It can sometimes seem like there is nothing but bad news 
on the environmental front. With border walls threaten-
ing to sever wildlife corridors and the federal government 
rolling back regulations designed to limit the accelerating 
damage of climate change, it’s certainly true that conserva-
tionists are having to play a lot of defense these days.

But at the same time, many conservationists are working 
quietly to lay the groundwork to enhance and expand en-
vironmental protections when the tide turns.  

New Mexico’s Senators Udall and Heinrich recently in-
troduced the ANTIQUITIES Act of 2018, which would 
reaffirm that national monuments cannot be altered by 
presidents, but only by acts of Congress. This would put 
a halt to things like the Trump administration’s attempt 
to shrink the boundaries of Bears Ears and Grand Stair-
case-Escalante national monuments. The Act would also 
provide additional resources for mapping, surveying, and 
protecting the public lands within national monuments.

Senators Udall and Heinrich have also proposed legisla-
tion to protect half of the land within the Organ Moun-
tains-Desert Peaks National Monument as wilderness. 

While these bills will not pass under the current Congress 
and President, today’s anti-environmental political cli-
mate will not last forever. When it changes, it is important 
to be ready to act on behalf of our wildlife and wild places. 

In the meantime, the fight to preserve past gains contin-
ues—and sometimes we win.

Last month, Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke unexpectedly 
put a hold on a sale of oil and gas leases around Chaco 
Canyon. The proposed leases had drawn fierce opposition 
from conservationists and native nations, with more than 
120 protests filed against the plan, but there was no reason 
to believe that this opposition would have any impact—
until it did. 

Similarly, when Congress passed its budget bill last month, 
environmental allies successfully defeated a slew of terrible 
amendments aimed at everything from stripping protec-
tion from endangered species to increasing development 
in roadless areas. Instead of these anti-environmental pro-
visions, the final bill included increased funding for the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund and for beginning to 
address the maintenance backlog at our national parks.

So, as we celebrate the 48th annual Earth Day this month, 
keep hoping and planning and fighting to protect the sa-
cred places and species that you care about. You never 
know when you’ll win an unexpected victory, and at the 
very least, you’ll lay a foundation on which to build future 
victories.

This Earth Day, Keep Dreaming and Fighting for the Future
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Thursday, April 12, 2018, 7:30 pm
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House 
1600 5th Street Northwest

Topic: The Quivira Coalition’s Work to Restore the West
For over two decades, the Quivira Coalition has worked to bring people 
together to improve the stewardship of working landscapes across the 
west. Next month, AWF volunteers will be partnering with Quivira on a 
restoration project at the Quivira Coalition’s Red Canyon Reserve in the 
San Mateo Mountains near Magdalena. As we look ahead to that project, 
this month we will be joined by two members of Quivira’s staff, who will 
talk with us about the past restoration work that the organization has com-
pleted at Red Canyon and other sites in New Mexico.

Speakers: Sarah Wentzel-Fisher & Arielle Quintana
Sarah is the Executive Director of the Quivira Coalition. She has worked in 
food and agriculture planning for the past seven years with a focus on sup-
porting young and beginning farmers and ranchers, including  positions 
as editor of Edible Santa Fe, an organizer for the National Young Farmers 
Coalition, and board president of the Rio Grande Agricultural Land Trust. 

Arielle is the Quivira Coalition’s Education and Outreach Coordinator. A 
member of Cochiti Pueblo, she has worked for her tribe’s Department of 
Natural Resources and Conservation on riparian restoration and wildlife 
habitat improvement projects, the Southern Rockies Fire Science Network 
on fire science conferences and workshops, and the Santa Fe Botanical 
Garden on garden education and wetland restoration.

Directions to the Meeting:
The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th 
and Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.

APRIL 12, 2018 MEETING: Quivira Coalition, Restoring the West
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2018 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 17................Day project at Valle de Oro
April 6-8.................Wolf Creek, Ft. Union, NM
May 4-6..................Red Canyon Reserve
May 18-20...............Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
June 22-24..............Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM
July 27-29................Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM
August 10-12...........Valles Caldera 
Aug 31-Sept 2..........Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
September 28-30.....Cebolla Canyon near Grants, NM
October 20.............Day project at Cedro Creek

AWF BOARD 2018
OFFICERS
President – Kristina G. Fisher
Vice President – Cameron Weber
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Toby Rosenblatt

DIRECTORS
Shawna Ballay
Braden Belliveau
Stephen Bohannon
Phil Carter
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Bob Tilley
Kristin Van Fleet
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus

APRIL 6 - 8, 2018 SERVICE PROJECT: Wolf Creek, Fort Union Ranch

LOCATION: Fort Union Ranch near Watrous, NM

THE PROJECT: This project is AWF’s first at the Fort Union Ranch. We 
will be partnering with the Hermit’s Peak Watershed Alliance on a project 
to restore Wolf Creek Wetlands for the benefit of birds and other wildlife. 
Our restoration activities are part of a larger, landscape-scale conservation 
effort that includes the nearby Rio Mora National Wildlife Refuge, where 
we will be working next month.

During this project, volunteers will hand-build rock restoration structures 
designed by Bill Zeedyk to help hold water on the landscape and improve 
the habitat for riparian plants and the wildlife they support.

SCHEDULE: Friday, April 6 – Sunday, April 8

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping. For the 
work, don’t forget gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, and 
sunscreen. We will be working in wet areas, so bring waterproof boots 
and a extra change of socks and shoes. Warm clothes for the evenings and 
plenty of water are essential.
 

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and bi-
son or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to share for 
the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday dinner, 
Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com or 505-480-2906. 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.
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RECAP OF MARCH 17, 2018 VALLE DE ORO RESTORATION PROJECT

AWF’s 2018 restoration project season got off to a great start with a beautiful 
Saturday at the Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge.

Valle de Oro finished up its initial environmental assessment and planning 
process last year, so this spring marked the first time we were able to be-
gin planting vegetation in new wetland areas. More than 40 eager volunteers 
turned out to plant hundreds of cottonwoods, as well as coyote and Good-
ding willows, along with smaller plants like New Mexico olive, seep willows, 
golden currant, woods rose, and false indigo to create healthy habitat for 
birds and other wildlife. Volunteers also pulled out dozens of non-native salt 
cedars and Russian olives, cleared away a truckload of trash, and cleaned and 
weeded the area around the entrance to the refuge. 

The project was a wonderful cooperative effort bringing together members of 
AWF, Defenders of Wildlife, WildEarth Guardians, and the Jaguars for Posi-
tive Change club from Atrisco Heritage Academy High School, who always 
inspire us with their energy and enthusiasm.

It will be exciting to see the wetlands and trails continue to come together 
around the refuge in the coming months, and we look forward to returning 
next spring to check on these plantings and build on our efforts! 

     See lots more photos of this and other restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!



UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Cross-Watershed Network Annual Workshop
WEDNESAY, APRIL 3-THURSDAY, APRIL 5, 2018
 Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge
The Cross-Watershed Network is a peer-to-peer learning net-
work made up of watershed practitioners working in the arid 
West who see the value in sharing lessons and building cross-
boundary connections with peers working in other watersheds. 
Save Our Bosque Task Force has been working to restore the 
Rio Grande Bosque since 1994, making them the perfect hosts 
for this year’s practitioner-driven workshop. Conference par-
ticipants will exchange lessons with colleagues on a variety of 
technical and programmatic watershed management topics. 
For more info: https://tamariskcoalition.z2systems.com/np/clients/tamariskcoalition/event.jsp?event=594&

The Danger to our Groundwater: Hydraulic Fracking in ABQ Basin
NEW MEXICO CLIMATE ACTION
TUESDAY, APRIL 3, 6:30-8:00 p.m., 
Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Government Center, 1 Civic Plaza NW
Hydraulic fracking presents an unique threat to our ground water in the highly fractured rock of Albuquerque 
Basin. The geology of the Albuquerque Basin is unlike that of the Permian and the San Juan Basins. This pre-
sentation by Geologist Don Phillips will highlight the geologic differences in the Albuquerque Basin that make 
hydraulic fracking so dangerous to our drinking water and our future. For more info: 
http://newmexicoclimateaction.org/event/the-danger-to-our-groundwater-hydraulic-fracking-in-abq-basin-abq/

Abrazos Environmental Justice Community Day
VALLE DE ORO NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
SATURDAY, APRIL 21, 2018, 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Join the Friends of the Valle de Oro for a fun-filled day honoring our rights to a 
healthy environment in which we live, work, play, pray, and go to school. There 
will be free food (while it lasts!), music, children’s activities, an art contest, edu-
cational booths, tours, and performances that you won’t want to miss! 
For more info: https://www.facebook.com/events/1851726691528741/

Truchas Chapter of Trout Unlimited Annual Banquet
SATURDAY, APRIL 21, 2018, 3:00-9:00 p.m., Scottish Rite Temple, Santa Fe, NM
An afternoon of fly casting and tying and an evening of food, drink, fellowship, raffles, auctions and more to sup-
port Truchas Chapter’s youth education and conservation efforts. For ticket and other info, email: 
sportsman714@gmail.com or gmoransf@gmail.com, https://www.facebook.com/events/2380122762013316
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   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!



AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student (under 18) ___
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


