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Last month, a jaguar was photographed in the Dos Cabe-
zas Mountains of southeastern Arizona. This was the third 
jaguar spotted in that state in the last year and a half. In 
the late 1800s, these large cats regularly roamed southern 
Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas, but they were extermi-
nated from the U.S. by the mid-twentieth century. 

Now they are returning, using wildlife corridors through 
the “sky islands” of the mountain ranges that connect 
northern Mexico with southern Arizona. Two males were 
photographed last year, one nicknamed El Jefe in the 
Santa Rita Mountains, and another on the Fort Huachuca 
military reservation. The new jaguar’s sex is unknown, but 
if it is a female, the possibility arises of a breeding pair of 
jaguars in the U.S. for the first time in many decades.

Unfortunately, the looming specter of an enhanced border 
wall may put an end to the return of the jaguar.

A border wall would block migration corridors, frag-
ment habitat, and isolate populations of wildlife species 
from one another. The jaguars in northern Mexico and 
the southern United States would be permanently cut off 
from one another. Because jaguars are protected species, 
the federal government would have to roll back  those pro-
tections in order to proceed with the wall – and at the end 
of March, Interior Secretary Zinke announced that the 
Homeland Security Department was planning to grant a 
“waiver” that will reduce protections for endangered spe-
cies in the borderlands. (These waivers were authorized 
under the 2005 Real ID Act, which allowed many environ-
mental laws to be waived during construction of 650 miles 
of border fencing during the past decade.) 

Jaguars are not the only species that would be impacted. 
On March 26 a female Mexican wolf that had been cross-
ing back and forth between the U.S. and Mexico was cap-
tured and transferred to the Sevilleta Wolf Management 
facility after it failed to retreat from ranch lands. This was 
the second wolf that had been sighted crossing the bor-
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APRIL 13, 2017 MEETING: Miya King-Flaherty

Thursday, April 13, 2017, 7:30 pm
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House 
1600 5th Street Northwest

Topic: The Effort to Stop Fracking in the Greater Chaco Area
At this meeting, we will hear a presentation from Miya King-Flaherty, the 
Public Lands Fellow at the Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra Club. Miya will 
provide an update on the activities of the Frack Off Greater Chaco campaign 
to stop fracking in Greater Chaco.

Speaker Bio: Miya King-Flaherty
Miya’s work with the Sierra Club is focused on educating people about the 
effects of fracking in the Northwestern region of the state. Miya works ex-
tensively with different communities in the Four Corners region to build 
grassroots support to resist the harmful impacts of fracking on communi-
ties. She campaigns on environmental issues related to oil and gas develop-
ment near Chaco Culture National Historic Park.

Directions to the Meeting:
The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th and 
Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.
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AWF BOARD 2017
OFFICERS
President – Kristina G. Fisher
Vice President – Cameron Weber
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Toby Rosenblatt

DIRECTORS
Braden Belliveau
Stephen Bohannon
Phil Carter
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Bob Tilley
Kristin Van Fleet
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus
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2017 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

April 1...................Day project at Valle de Oro

April 28-30.............Cebolla Canyon near Grants, NM

May 12-14...............Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge

June 9-11................ Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM

July 14-16................Valles Caldera I

August 11-13...........Valles Caldera II 

September 8-10.......Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns

October 14.............Day project in the Sandia Mountains

APRIL 28-30, 2017 SERVICE PROJECT: Cebolla Canyon

LOCATION: Cebolla Canyon in the El Malpais National Conservation 
Area, south of Grants, NM

THE PROJECT: This legacy project will build on work that AWF volun-
teers have completed at this site over the past sixteen years. Our work will 
focus on hand-building rock structures to restore and expand a spring-fed 
wetland as part of a comprehensive ecosystem restoration effort.

SCHEDULE: 
Friday, April 28 - Meet at campsite. Dinner on your own.

Saturday, April 29 - Breakfast burritos and coffee/tea provided by AWF. 
Safety talk, project overview, and begin work on project. Lunch on your 
own; potluck dinner with burgers provided by AWF. Campfire/socializing.

Sunday, April 30 - Breakfast on your own (leftovers often available). Short 
work day for those who can stay until noon; leave as you need to.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping, including 
warm clothes for the chilly evenings. For the work, don’t forget gloves, hat, 
long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, sunglasses, and sunscreen. 

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and 
bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring something to 
share for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Fri-
day dinner, and Sunday breakfast. Plenty of water is also essential!

TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com or 505-480-2906. 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.
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RECAP OF APRIL 1, 2017 VALLE DE ORO RESTORATION PROJECT

April Fools Day this year brought some very challenging conditions for res-
toration work: cold, steady rain, which turned into snow midway through 
the morning! Nevertheless, 63 hardy volunteers braved the elements to plant 
about 350 cottonwoods and 3000 willows along the Rio Grande on the edge 
of the Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge.

This fantastic turnout was thanks to a partnership between three nonprofits 
involved in restoration work across the state: AWF, New Mexico Volunteers 
for the Outdoors, and WildEarth Guardians all collaborated on this project, 
along with the refuge managers at Valle de Oro. We were also joined by the 
terrific students in Jaguars for Positive Change at Atrisco Heritage Academy 
High School, who inspired us with their energy and enthusiasm. 

By the time we wrapped up and gathered for lunch – and to dry out and 
warm up! – in the refuge headquarters building, everyone was feeling proud 
about the good work that had been done. Other groups will continue the 
planting this spring, and over the coming years, we will be back to build on 
our work and watch as the trees we planted this year grow up into a mature 
and healthy bosque.

Thanks, Volunteers!
Cindy Ahonen

Teah Amrekubelan
Ashley Apodaca
Joseph Barbara
Elena Battaglia
Jannet Botello
Richard Briggs
Arlin Bustillos

Phil Carter
Alana Chibas

Carol Cooperrider
Tanya Critchfield

Hendrick DeBruldo
Gisele de Jesus
Linda Doherty
Joseph Elliott
Sam Emery

Carlos Espitin
Amber Espitin

Laura Fernandez
Kristina G. Fisher

Ed Fordham
Chris Fritzsche
Molly Fritzsche

Wes Greenwood
Terry Guilbert

Lorenzo Gutierrez
Raymond Holland
Michael Johnson

Scott Jun
Yasmin Loya

Meranda Lucero
Kameron Mager

Kate McMath
Dorothy Onikote

Shirley Pareo
Alana Pershall
Brianna Pinzel
Rosie Preston

Mark Resa
Paula Reiss

Gena Robertson
Renee Robillard

Louis Romero
Toby Rosenblatt

Ciaran Ryan-Andersen
Erin Salinas
John Salinas

Reena Saronines
Nancy Savage

Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Ginny Seamster
Teresa Seamster
Sydney Waddle
Julianna Sedillo

Sue Small
Maria R. Taylor

Brent Thompson
Mike Timmir

Alejandro Vasquez
Cameron Weber

Ben Zimm

     See lots more photos of this and other restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!



2017 POST-LEGISLATIVE SESION UPDATE

In last month’s Pine Cone, we included a list of 43 wildlife-related bills that had been introduced during this year’s 
legislative session. That session concluded on March 18, 2017, and these are the nine bills that successfully passed 
the legislature and were signed into law by the Governor (for memorials, no action by the Governor is needed):

House Bill 24
Representatives Candy Ezzell & Bill McCamley
Creates a “state trust lands restoration fund” to fund 
restoration projects on state trust lands.

House Bill 58
Representative Nate Gentry & 
Senator Daniel Ivey-Soto 
Creates a standardized rulemaking process for all state 
agencies.

House Bill 92
Representative Alonzo Baldonado 
Increases penalties for violations of Game & Fish laws.

House Joint Memorial 3
Representative Maestas Barnes
Asks the U.S. Forest Service to protect access for tra-
ditional land users in making wilderness designations.

House Memorial 70
Representative Lente
Asks the BLM not to lease lands around Chaco Can-
yon until they consult with local tribes.

Senate Joint Memorial 4
Senator Stewart
Supports a voluntary statewide pollinator-friendly 
plant labeling project.

Senate Memorial 119
Senator Steinborn
Study the creation of an Office of Outdoor Recreation.

Senate Memorial 124
Senator Burt
Study use of public funds for watershed restoration.

Senate Memorial 130, Senator Steinborn
Invites the Outdoor Retailer Show to New Mexico.
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Public lands rally at the New Mexico capitol.



UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Lions and Hikers and Bears, Oh My!
SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 2017, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Albuquerque Open Space Visitor Center, 6500 Coors Blvd NW
U.S. Forest Service Wildlife Biologist Daryl Ratajczak teaches about bear and cougar behavior and what to do 
to stay safe while travelling through their habitats. Space is limited. Please call 897-8831 to register. More info: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/1644038242280543/

Bioblitz and Tree Planting at La Mancha Wetlands
SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 2017, 8:00 a.m.
SOUTHWEST ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER, Las Cruces
A full morning of activities at our La Mancha wetlands restoration site along the Rio 
Grande. Plant cottonwoods and other native species and participate in a “BioBlitz” 
to identify all plant and animal species living at the site. For more information: 
http://www.wildmesquite.org/news/volunteer-opportunities-april/040417

Abrazos: A Community celebration of Environmental Justice
SATURDAY, APRIL 22, 2017, 7:00 a.m.
VALLE DE ORO WILDLIFE REFUGE, Albuquerque
Join our friends at Valle de Oro for the 3rd annual Abrazos: Community Cel-
ebration of Environmental Justice. There will be free food, music, educational 
booths, kids activities and lots of opportunities to share with neighbors and 
work together for our community and environmental health. For more info: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/202102123615145/

Southwest Seed Partnership Stakeholder Meeting
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2017, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Rotunda Room at the UNM Science and Technology Park, 801 University Blvd SE, Albuquerque
It is often difficult to find locally adapted native seed to support landscape restoration in the Southwest. SWSP’s 
kick-off meeting will include a morning information-sharing session with presentations from native seed farm-
ers, collectors, researchers, and partnership coordinators followed by breakout discussions and panels (growers 
and buyers) in the afternoon. For more info: https://southwestseedpartnership.org/events/

Volunteer Work & Monitoring Weekend at Red Canyon Reserve
MAY 6-7, 2015
QUIVIRA COALITION’S RED CANYON RESERVE, near Socorro, NM
The Red Canyon Reserve is dedicated to land restoration activities and the 
preservation of wildlife. Volunteers will assist with vegetation monitoring, 
conducting a census of milkweed, and building several erosion control struc-
tures. More information available at: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/land-health-workshop-red-canyon-reserve-registration-32007574517
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   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!



ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION, EST. 1914   •   THE PINE CONE,  APRIL 2017

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1:

der, and this sort of movement is critically important to 
expand the gene pool of highly endangered Mexican gray 
wolves.

The borderlands of southern Arizona are some of the 
most ecologically diverse wildlife corridors in all of North 
America. According to the Widlerness Society, “at least 
700 neotropical birds, mammals, and insects migrate 
through the borderlands each year.  These lands are home 
to Sonoran pronghorn, prairie dogs, black bears, and gray 
wolves; they contain some of the most biodiverse ecosys-
tems on the continent. More than 450 rare species live 
here – some cannot be found anywhere else on the planet.”

AWF volunteers often find ourselves taking down old 
fences that  prevent wildlife from moving freely across the 
landscape. Those barriers were built for various land man-

WILDLIFE UPDATE FROM GLORIETA FREEDOM RANCH

For the past four years, AWF 
volunteers have worked with Brad 
and Kathy Holian to restore some 
of their land on Glorieta Mesa, 
which is protected from develop-
ment. The Holians hope that the 
landscape will function as a wild-
life corridor. 

Recently, Brad photographed 
these bear tracks near a pond 
along Padre Springs Creek. (There 
are also a couple of smaller prints 
in the mud just above the glove, 
possibly from a small ferret.)

We are delighted that AWF volun-
teers have been a part of helping 
improve this important habitat for 
wildlife!

Kristina G. Fish er
AWF President

agement reasons (and we build some ourselves, particu-
larly to protect sensitive riparian areas), but they came at 
a significant cost to the biological integrity of ecosystems. 
It is difficult to calculate the impact of completely cutting 
off the United States and Canada from Mexico and all of 
Latin America. 

Fortunately, it is not too late to  prevent this from oc-
curring. Before the wall is built, Congress must fund it. 
Remind your representatives and senators that there are 
ways of protecting the border that do not destroy critical 
wildlife corridors. Let them know that you would like to 
see the jaguar continue its return to our southern land-
scapes.



AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student (under 18) ___
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               T-shirt & Shipping:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


